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EDITORS NOTES: 

Welcome to the October edition of Six Point Six of 2011  

In this edition there is an overview of the new website, an article on the changes to 
the MOT rules plus a review of automation aids. The website will become more 
important for gaining new members but we hope it will become a useful resource for 
members. 

Accompanying this edition of the magazine there are two additional items. to the 
pack. First is the annual request for the subscription to the Colchester branch, costs 
are included in the letter. The second is a survey that gives you the chance to tell 
the committee what you would like from the meetings.  

Many who attended the quiz night may already have completed the survey but this 
lets you add any extra thoughts you may have had since then. Please complete the 
survey; this will help shape this branch in the way you would like. Consider the 
types of meeting as well as any suggestions for external visits 

If anyone knows of someone who would be prepared to give a presentation on a 
motoring related subject could they contact a member of the committee. We are 
always on the lookout for interesting topics. 

Just a reminder that if anyone has any motoring stories they wish to include in the 
magazine; please E mail articles to me or any other committee member who can 
forward it for you. 

If anyone requires any IAM merchandise please contact Ron O’Hare 

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Neil Jackson 

Robert Jezierski 

Peter Inson 

Martin Kerins 
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FRONT PAGE PICTURE 

The cake kindly arranged by Jane Wood for our quiz night and very good it was to 

WHY IS IT CALLED 6.6? 

Did you know at 30 miles per hour you are travelling at 6.6m every half a second?  
This means if it takes you half a second to react, you have travelled another 6.6m – 
that is why planning is better than reacting.  6.6 magazine’s title reminds readers 
of this fact.   

 

The Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists is a Registered Charity - No. 1049474 and is affiliated to the Institute of 
Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998: Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists advises members that their personal 
details; name, address and telephone number, are held on computer.  Members are assured that these details will be 

used only for Group administration purposes and will not be passed on to any third party. 

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists or the Institute of Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

 

 

 

John Holmes  

Editor   
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MEETING REPORTS 

DECEMBER 

Our Chairman, Pat Corps, gave his presentation on driving in bad weather 
conditions, especially snow and ice, at perhaps not the best time, given our recent 
extremely mild weather conditions for November and December. What he presented 
to us was, however, extremely useful and memorable, should bad weather 
eventually arrive. 

Pat took us through an essential checklist for preparing to drive out in dangerous 
conditions; for example, POWER: check Petrol, Oil, Water, Electrics (fuses, bulbs, 
battery etc), and Rubber (suitable tyres and spare tyre). He continued by giving us a 
list of items to stow away in the car in case of breakdown in severe weather. These 
ranged from reflective jackets to sleeping bags, a supply of drinking water and high 
energy foods, flashing lamps, and warm coats. The inclusion of six tea lights 
sounded strange, until Pat explained that lighting one and placing it safely on the 
dashboard would keep the inside temperature of the car above freezing - clearly 
one needs to include matches in the list. 

It’s also a good idea to pack toilet rolls, and possibly a gas powered JetBoil for 
producing hot water safely and easily. Those of us living in and driving around the 
relatively safe and mild Colchester area may not have to be so thoroughly prepared, 
but for sure a mobile phone is vital. 

The lively discussion that followed covered the use of different gears in snow and 
ice; the different handling properties of front and rear drive cars, the very real 
advantages of skidpan training, and the importance of correct driving posture. 
Altogether, a most worthwhile meeting. 

 

 

Marc Buckingham receiving 
his certificate from Pat 
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JANUARY 

Quiz Night. Once again, Pat took the floor, having sorted out some wonderfully 
baffling, esoteric and obscure questions to give to the groups sitting in fives around 
tables. This was a well-attended evening, full of fun and interest, where we 
eventually found the answers to such questions as, “What was the highest 
skyscraper in New York in 1913?” (Answer: the Woolworth Building); “what is the 
seventh largest island in the world?” (Sumatra). 

The winning team had the first choice of slices of the large cake, decorated 
beautifully with the IAM logo, provided by Jane Wood, our catering manager. Not 
only did we all savour the rest of the cake, but we also enjoyed a lively, social get-
together. Well done Pat! 

Clive Purrett 

 

The teams deep in thought trying to answer the quiz questions 
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The winning team  
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OUR NEW WEBSITE IS NOW LIVE 

The URL is unchanged at http://www.colchester-iam.org/, and the picture above is 
of the home page. the site has been re-designed in anticipation of the revised 
approach to joining where the local group is selected at the time of ordering the 
skills for life package. 

The navigation of the site has been simplified with the site menu on every page 
allowing you to go to any page wherever you are on the site. The site is being 
maintained by our new Webmaster Rob Wilson, who will be updating it to show the 
future events as well as the latest copy of the newsletter. 

The picture on the home page shows the north station roundabout during the day 
and at night with the statue of Boudicca prominent in both views. 

The committee would like to develop the website further so it is of more use to 
existing members and would like to hear from anyone who has any suggestions for 
content. Any member of the committee can be contacted with your ideas. 
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NEW MOT RULES 

Thousands of cars face being scrapped as a result of tougher MoT rules that have 
just come into force to include safety checks on a raft of electronics that have been 
introduced in recent years. 

The Department for Transport added the mandatory tests to the existing MoT on 
New Year's Day to comply with a revised European testing directive (2009/40/EC). 
This is to harmonise minimum requirements across Europe and make sure the test 
reflects the electrical/electronic complexity of modern car safety features. 

Until now, for example, those with airbag lights that remain on while driving have 
passed because it's an issue that hasn't formed part of the safety inspection. Now 
drivers will no longer be able to simply remove the bulb, as it will have to be shown 
working when you turn on the ignition, and go out once it is started. It is a similar 
story for non-working speedometers and other electronic features such as stability 
control systems. 

There is a breathing space, however. Vosa, the government agency responsible for 
the MoT, has indicated that up to "late spring" – probably May, although the exact 
date hasn't been set yet – "failures" relating to the new tests will first be treated as 
"advisories". This means that if you are tested now and have a warning light that's 
faulty you will have until the next MOT renewal date to get it fixed. 

The move will mostly affect the owners of older cars, typically those dating back to 
the late 90s and onwards which feature airbags and the like but are only worth three 
figures. Owners of some newer cars will face big bills to get their vehicle through the 
new MoT. 

Included in the new check list are: 

• Electronic stability controls and antilock brakes. 

• Electronic parking brakes. 

• Headlight main beam warning light. 

• Electronic power steering warning light. 

• Brake fluid level warning light. 

• Seat belt pre-tensioner warning light. 

• That the steering lock functions. 

• Power steering fluid level must be above the minimum level indicated on the 
reservoir. 

• The tow bar's electrical socket. There will be a basic security/damage check of 
seven-pin sockets; 13-pin sockets will be subject to a full electrical 
connectivity check and incorrectly connected or inoperative circuits will result 
in failure. 
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• Visible wiring that is insecure, or likely to cause a short circuit. 

• A speedometer is not fitted, is incomplete, inoperative, has a dial glass 
broken/missing, or cannot be illuminated. 

• Testers will check that the driver's seat can be moved. 

• A rear door that cannot be opened from the outside will fail. 

• The removal of catalytic converter that was fitted as original equipment. 

Vosa chief executive Alastair Peoples says: "The MoT test is designed to make sure 
that a vehicle is fit to be on the road and so it needs to be updated to reflect new 
technology. 

"We have worked with the industry to prepare them for these changes to make sure 
that the measures are introduced in the least burdensome way possible. Although 
these electronics are new to the MoT, it has always been a legal requirement to 
keep your car serviceable and safe." 

A spokeswoman for the AA says the need to have airbag warning lights going out 
correctly will probably have the biggest impact. "Undoubtedly, these measures will 
lead to some cars being scrapped where the cost of repairs will outweigh its value." 

At present, all cars over three years old have to be tested each year. The AA also 
says it is "very concerned" about a government proposal to move to two-year testing 
as many people only get their car checked for an MoT. 

If you run a car that is likely to fail the new test later in the year, there is nothing to 
stop you getting a new MoT now when you will be issued with the advisory rather 
than failed. 

That would allow you to run a car that, say, had a faulty speedometer for a further 
year. But it is not advisable to run a car with a potentially faulty airbag. It should be 
checked to make sure there is no risk of it going off unexpectedly. 
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IS A CRASH PROOF CAR POSSIBLE 

Every year, 1.3 million people are killed and 50 million injured on the world's roads. 
Carmakers are racing to create a vehicle that will never crash, but can it be done 
and will drivers accept a computer that overrides their driving? 

Less than 30 years ago, "clunk clicking" ourselves into our car seat belts seemed 
like the cutting edge of road safety technology. Since then, we've seen airbags, anti-
lock braking systems and crumple zones fitted to new cars. 

Now the arrival of crash avoidance technology - systems that can alert drivers to 
danger and even take action to prevent accidents from happening - promises to cut 
the number of crashes on our roads. 

So confident is Volvo of the power of its technology, it has pledged that beyond the 
year 2020, no-one will be killed or seriously injured in one of its new cars. In 
essence, the Swedish manufacturer is aiming to build a vehicle that will fully protect 
its occupants and crash less. 

"The major cause of crashes is the driver not paying attention or drivers being 
distracted. This technology is giving cars eyes and knows when the driver fails," 
explains Thomas Broberg, Volvo's senior technical adviser for safety at the 
company's research centre in Gothenburg. 

Other carmakers are making similar commitments. Toyota says it is aiming for zero 
fatalities and injuries, although it has not yet said when that goal would be achieved. 
And Ford is already marketing its new Focus - with its self-proclaimed "intelligent 
protection system" - as one of the safest vehicles on the mass market. 

So what is the latest technology and can it really prevent crashes? 

Systems that monitor blind spots and track the alertness of drivers, and electronic 
stability control (which can detect and help prevent a skid) are already being 
introduced to many new vehicles. Some cars also now have adaptive headlights 
that improve night-time visibility by pivoting around bends, as well as instruments 
that warn of a potential collision or when a vehicle drifts out of a motorway lane. 

With up to 70% of crashes in the UK caused by driver or rider error, these measures 
are widely expected to help reduce the number of collisions. 

One study by the US Insurance Institute for Highway Safety has estimated that four 
of the currently available features - lane departure warning, forward collision 
warning, blind spot detection and adaptive headlights - could prevent or mitigate 
one out of every three fatal crashes and one out of every five crashes that result in 
serious or moderate injury. 
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While most people would welcome measures that assist motorists to make wiser 
decisions, systems that actively intervene in the driving process cause more 
controversy. 

Research is being done on autonomous braking technology, which can stop a car 
when other vehicles or obstacles get too close, and lane-keeping support, which 
applies a correcting force through the steering if the driver drifts out of their lane. 

The manufacturers are also developing adaptive cruise control, which can 
automatically maintain a safe speed and distance from other vehicles, and 
intelligent speed adaptation, which can, in its most active form, prevent a driver 
exceeding the speed limit. 

Research into effectiveness is in its infancy. A 2008 EU study by the Finnish VTT 
Technical Research Centre found the most promising technology after electronic 
stability control - compulsory in new cars in Europe - was a system preventing a 
driver straying from a motorway lane. It estimated that they could reduce deaths by 
about 15%. The same researchers found that functions warning drivers they were 
exceeding the speed limit and of other potential hazards would cut fatalities by 13% 
and that emergency braking assistance and driver drowsiness warnings could 
potentially reduce deaths by 7% and 5% respectively. 

However, other studies have been more optimistic. The US Highway Loss Data 
Institute found that 27% fewer insurance claims were made against cars fitted with 
Volvo's City Safety system, which uses autonomous braking technology to avoid 
front-to-rear low-speed crashes. And University of Leeds research has found that 
speed-limiting technology can reduce crashes causing injuries by almost 28%. 

Technology that removes decision-making responsibility from drivers remains 
contentious. Critics argue that a motorist who is required to do little to keep his or 
her vehicle on the road is not likely to be an alert and safe driver. The Association of 
British Drivers believes all technology that takes responsibility away from the 
motorist should be prohibited. 

Peter Rodger the IAMs chief examiner asks, “Who is responsible - me, the car 
manufacturer or the software engineer?” "We have to be confident that the 
engineering can cope with a range of complexities in the same way as a human,". 
"This is quite a leap of faith for me to take." 

Peter Rodger, like others, questions how a driver unaware of the road environment 
around them would be able to take control when the equipment fails in an 
emergency situation - something widely known as "automation-induced 
complacency". "How do you manage the transfer from one [automated system] to 
the other?" he asks. Increasing the role of technology also throws up questions 
about who is liable in the event of a crash, Rodger suggests. 
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Some believe the solution to these problems is actually letting computers take over 
driving completely; that is a fully intelligent vehicle that can "see" and communicate 
with other vehicles and the road environment. 

The US National Highway Transportation Safety Administration estimates 81% of all 
light-vehicle crashes involving unimpaired - or non-drinking or drug-taking - drivers 
could be prevented by intelligent vehicles. 

Oliver Carsten, professor of transport safety at the University of Leeds, is among 
those who believe fully automated vehicles working within an intelligent transport 
system are the desirable endgame. 

"Why not?" he asks. "There are strong arguments for automating motorway driving, 
which many people find boring and during which time they want to be able to do 
something else, and which provides benefits in terms of safety and fuel 
consumption." 

He believes multiple-vehicle accidents in difficult driving conditions, such as dense 
fog, could be avoided if driving were automated. 

"The only thing going against it [automated driving] is if you consider the 
environmental impact. There would be an increase of 50% capacity in automated 
motorway lanes, which means more vehicles and more fuel." 

But such full automation is still a "long way off", he suggests, as is building a car 
that never crashes. 

What most carmakers are now pledging, he points out, is to eliminate deaths and 
injuries in their vehicles - not prevent collisions altogether. 

Back at Volvo, Broberg is keen to reassure motorists that manufacturers are not 
attempting to take control away from drivers. 

But he defends the ambition to override a human being when he or she makes a 
decision that endangers the lives of others. 

"The car is only acting if the driver is not in control - it helps the driver to become a 
better driver. Should you have the right to be out of control so that you risk someone 
else? I don't think that's right." 
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FIVE STAR CARS, THREE STAR ROADS, ONE STAR DRIVERS 

The IAM is renewing its call on the government to make driving on rural A-roads a 
mandatory part of the driving test. 

IAM research shows that 82 per cent of rural fatal and serious casualties are on 
single carriageway roads compared with just 18 per cent on motorways and dual 
carriageway roads*. 

However the current driving test fails to take this into account. While good 
instructors understand that experience on a wide variety of roads in different 
conditions gives young people the best chance of survival, all too many merely 
educate up to the existing test standard. Knowledge of parking, emergency stops 
and low speed manoeuvres is important but dealing with high speed corners, bad 
weather, and overtaking are far more vital skills. 

The recent report from the IAM The fast and the curious*1, found that new drivers 
themselves felt unprepared for real life scenarios and would welcome extra help. 

The IAM has written to the road safety minister to outline its views on how it 
believes the government should tackle deaths and accidents of the highest risk 
group on our roads, young drivers. This starts with improving the driving test to 
include training on our most dangerous roads – single-carriageway rural A-roads. 

IAM chief executive Simon Best said: “More than half the cars on our roads are 
rated as four or the maximum five star in European safety tests, and the figure is 
even higher for new cars. Our roads are also getting safer in their design*2. 

“But the roads where drivers, especially young drivers, are most frequently killed 
and injured are still not consistently part of the driving test. The minister recently 
announced young drivers would be allowed to use motorways when accompanied 
by an instructor, but it is single carriageway A-roads where the real problem lies. 

“Driver and rider error is a contributory factor in two thirds of accidents*3. We can 
only improve our cars and roads so far. The challenge now is to improve the 
humans that drive them, to continue our outstanding record of road safety.” 
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SAFE YOUNG DRIVERS MUST BE REWARDED 

The IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists) is calling on the government to work with 
insurers to offer discounts on premiums for young drivers who take further driver 
training, ahead of the Transport Select Committee’s report on the cost of motor 
insurance, published tomorrow. The IAM also wants to see a review of the driving 
test, to ensure that it is fit for purpose. 

The committee of MPs has been investigating the high cost of motor insurance. 
Premiums have risen significantly over the last few years and this is having a big 
impact on young drivers. 

The average car insurance premium for young males aged 17-22 is £2,977*, more 
than three times the average premium of £907. For young females the average 
premium is almost twice as much as the average at £1,682. The figure for females 
will rise further in December when new gender equality laws come into effect. 

A survey commissioned for the committee found that 21 per cent of young drivers 
had considered driving without insurance*1, and nearly a third (30 per cent) have 
considered altering the information they provide to insurance firms in order to 
secure a lower quote. 

A recent IAM survey of 2,000 novice young drivers*2 found that only half reported 
positively on feeling fully prepared for driving on their own. There is a real need to 
ensure that young drivers are fully prepared for driving on their own, with 
reasonable insurance premiums to discourage them from breaking the law by 
driving uninsured. 

Seventy four per cent of novice drivers said that they would definitely take further 
training if it saved them money on their car insurance. The driving test needs to be 
reviewed, and a system of post test training, linked to cheaper insurance, 
introduced. 

IAM chief executive Simon Best said: “The simplest way to reduce insurance 
premiums is to prevent accidents. This is especially true for young male drivers who 
are most at risk of being involved in an accident. We need to start rewarding good 
drivers by encouraging further driver training through cheaper insurance. 

 “Pass Plus no longer provides a respected or effective training offering. The 
government, insurance and road safety industries need to work closely together to 
develop a better, universally recognised option – a partnership which the IAM is 
keen to be a part of.” 
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THE FAST AND THE CURIOUS 

Sixty-two per cent of young male novice drivers think they are more skilful than the 
average driver, according to the IAM’s latest report, The fast and the curious: young 
people’s attitudes to driver training. Only 32 per cent of young women say the same.  

Young, novice drivers are the highest risk group on our roads, and male drivers 
between 17-29 are more than twice as likely to be killed or seriously injured as 
young female drivers*. Thirty per cent of car occupant fatalities are drivers aged 17-
24, or passengers of a driver aged 17-24*1, yet this age group makes up only eight 
per cent of all driving licence holders*2. 

The report also highlights the fact that young drivers are much more likely to take 
post-test training if there are proper financial incentives – reduced insurance 
premiums would encourage three-quarters of young novice drivers to consider 
further training. 

IAM chief executive Simon Best, speaking at the IAM’s annual lunch today, said: 
“Young male drivers suffer from a lethal combination of overconfidence and 
inexperience. They don’t need curfews and other restrictions on their driving; they 
need to practice and gain driving experience safely. 

“There are many paying thousands of pounds a year in insurance and killing 
themselves. The solution to this problem is to link driver training and insurance 
discounts.” 

But this training needs to be done early. Fewer miles driven since passing the 
practical driving test and fewer attempts to pass the practical driving test (more 
likely to be a first time passer) make drivers more likely to be positive about further  

Notes:  

1.For the purposes of the research young novice drivers were defined as someone 
aged 17-30 who had passed their driving test within the last three years. 
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MOTORWAY SERVICES – SHOW THEM NO MERCI 

Drivers continue to part with more cash for everyday items at motorway service 
areas, shelling out up to 40 per cent more for everyday items than they would on the 
high street. 

A large Snickers bar costs 90 pence from a motorway service area compared to 68 
pence from a high street branch – 32 per cent more – while a regular coffee costs 
16 per cent more on the motorway.  A packet of McCoys crisps was almost 45 per 
cent more expensive than a shop on the high street, and a packet of Walkers crisps 
was marked up by 36 per cent. 

With petrol prices averaging about ten pence per litre more than at off-motorway 
forecourts the IAM is calling for a complete review of motorway prices, together with 
filling stations being forced to advertise their and their competitors’ fuel prices, as is 
the case in France. 

IAM chief executive Simon Best said: “We must end this motorway madness. 
Everything from sweets to petrol have an outrageous mark up. 

“Our advice for tired motorists is always to take your rest break and have a coffee to 
help you freshen up. The danger is that rip-off prices will discourage people from 
getting the rest they need. Parking fines for drivers who sleep for longer than two 
hours put people off taking rest breaks.” 

Product High street 
prices 

Motorway 
services 

Difference 

Regular cafe Americano £1.90 £2.20 15.79% 

Regular flat white £2.40 £2.80 16.67% 

Regular hot chocolate £2.40 £2.80 16.67% 

Snickers duo 68p 90p 32.35% 

Double Decker 77p 80p 3.90% 

Walkers cheese and onion 70p 95p 35.71% 

McCoys cheddar & onion 66p 95p 43.94% 

Coca Cola 500ml £1.67 £1.72 2.99% 
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ASSOCIATE INFORMATION 

As soon as there is an observer free to take you on, you will be contacted and your 
first drive arranged.  While you are waiting to start the practical side, please read 
your copy of PASS YOUR ADVANCED DRIVING TEST. This will mean that when 
you do start you'll have a good idea of what's involved.  If you want to ask any 
questions please feel free to give me a call, otherwise I am usually at the group 
meetings and will be happy to talk to you there. 

Would all associates taking the test please let their observer know what the test 
date is and let them and/or myself know the result. You may think HQ Test 
Examiners keep us informed, but it is not part of their brief so we will not know 
otherwise. Many thanks. 

Could all Observers notify the membership secretary when they first take their 
Associate on a drive. 

Our list of Observers 

 

Pat Corps * Louisa Davenall 

Ralph Young* Vicky de-Vries* 

Brian Davies Sarah Woodcock 

*DENOTES SENIOR OBSERVER 

 CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS    

  

 
 
  

Brian Davies  

Associate co-ordinator 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists - President: Ralph Young 

 

COMMITTEE TEL E-Mail  

 
Chairman 
Pat Corps 

    

 
Deputy Chair 
Vicky de-Vries 

    

 
Honorary secretary  
Clive Purrett 

    

 

 
Membership secretary 
Heather McCabe (from end 
October) 

    

 

 
Honorary Treasurer 
Robert Murray 

  
 
  
 

 
Associate/Observer 
Coordinator 
Brian Davies 
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Webmaster  
Rob Wilson  

    

 

 
Newsletter Compiler 
John Holmes 

    

 

 
Events co-ordinator 
Barry Alexander 

    

 

 
Minutes secretary  
Colin Turner 

    

 

 
Catering 
Jane Wood 

  
 

  
 

Shop & Raffle  
Ronald O’Hare 
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EVENTS 

All evenings are for all members and associates these will be held at:  

Marks Tey Parish Hall  
Old London Road. 
Marks Tey,  
Colchester 
CO6 1EN 

All meetings will be held in the small room 

except April and June which will be held in 

the council chamber 

 

Associates looking to take their advanced test must attend training evenings. It is 
also important that those of you who have already passed your advanced test 
attend, to further your skills as an advanced driver 

2012  

February 21st Group meeting training night on local roundabouts followed by 
Observers training 

March 20th Group meeting - Speed Awareness presented by Tony Clarke, 
Regional Group Coordinator (Region 7 – South) 

April 17th Group meeting training night on the system followed by 
Observer training 

May 15th Group Meeting – More stories from the DVLA presented by Julian 
Fincham-Jacques? 
Speaker to be confirmed June 19th Group meeting practical training night on manoeuvring 
followed by Observer training 

July 17th Group Meeting  - a talk by Bob Gosden  (Ipswich IAM examiner) 
on the Advanced test preceded by the AGM and finished off with 
fish and chips. 

August 21st Group meeting practical training night on high lift jacks and 
towing followed by Observers training 

September 
18th 

Group meeting – details to be finalised 

All meetings start with tea and coffee 

Training nights start at 7:30 and may include a raffle; followed by Observer training 
at 9:00  
Other night’s doors open at 7:30 for an 8:00 start and include the buying of raffle 
tickets 


