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EDITORS NOTES: 

Welcome to the April edition of Six Point Six of 2012, this includes an article on the 
new French requirements for breathalyser kits. Plus a letter from the committee 
responding to everyone who took the trouble to complete the survey that 
accompanied the previous newsletter 

Unfortunately our May meeting has had to be changed because of the uncertainty 
around the recent budget cuts to the DVLA and its implications for their employees.   

Just a reminder that if anyone has any motoring stories they wish to include in the 
magazine; please E mail articles to me or any other committee member who can 
forward it for you. 

If anyone requires any IAM merchandise please contact Ron O’Hare 

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Anthony Treharne 

 

FRONT PAGE PICTURE 

Our sign outside of the room we normally have for our monthly meetings 

WHY IS IT CALLED 6.6? 

Did you know at 30 miles per hour you are travelling at 6.6m every half a second?  
This means if it takes you half a second to react, you have travelled another 6.6m – 
that is why planning is better than reacting.  6.6 magazine’s title reminds readers 
of this fact.   

 

The Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists is a Registered Charity - No. 1049474 and is affiliated to the Institute of 
Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998: Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists advises members that their personal 
details; name, address and telephone number, are held on computer.  Members are assured that these details will be 

used only for Group administration purposes and will not be passed on to any third party. 

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists or the Institute of Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

 

John Holmes  

Editor   
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A NOTE FROM THE COMMITTEE 

Thank you very much to all the people who replied to the Questionnaire sent with 

the last newsletter. A lot of people took time to reply and we had some very good 

ideas, all of which will be discussed by the Committee and, hopefully, some will be 

acted upon in the future. 

However, we need to explain one of the ideas put forward by many people – that we 

change the date of the meeting from a Tuesday to another day of the week, as they 

could not attend that evening because they have previous commitments. We have 

just paid the yearly fee to hire the hall at Marks Tey on the 3rd Tuesday of the 

month, so for at least a year we cannot change the day. We will, of course, discuss 

this next year before the fee is due again, but we cannot do anything about that one 

yet. Could the people who suggested a different night for the meeting (and those 

who want it left as it is) please contact Heather (01206 548643) before end May 

2012 and she will collate your comments. 

On a separate topic a reminder that it is a requirement for associates to attend 

training sessions to enable them to be familiar with advanced driving techniques 

and skills, prior to, and alongside their observed drives. It is also important that 

those of you who have already passed your advanced test attend to further your 

skills as an advanced driver. 

Many people have paid their dues to the Colchester Group (from April 2012) and we 

do really appreciate your commitment to the Group and thank you. 
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MEETING REPORTS 

February 

What is a roundabout? 

What is the relevance of a clock face with a roundabout? 

How do you use IPSGA when dealing with roundabouts? 

February's meeting covered all these subjects, and more. 

Is your Highway Code book up to date?  The last one was issued in 2007. 

What does rule 188 state about mini roundabouts?  Can we just go over the white 

markings? 

"Mini-roundabouts. Approach these in the same way as normal roundabouts. All 

vehicles MUST pass round the central markings except large vehicles, which are 

physically incapable of doing so. Remember, there is less space to manoeuvre and 

less time to signal. Avoid making U-turns at mini-roundabouts. Beware of others 

doing this." 

[Laws RTA 1988 sect 36 & TSRGD regs 10(1) & 16(1)] 

However, there are some local mini roundabouts where it is impossible to adhere to 

the Highway Code and others where it misleads other road users if you follow the 

correct path. 

We discussed various local roundabouts in relation to lane discipline; signalling and 

generally how local knowledge does effect how you approach them.  Being aware of 

the hazards certainly helps (bus stops, pedestrian crossings etc). 

We also covered steering and junctions in general with some varied questions and 

answers from members and associates afterwards. 

Below members enjoying the presentation by Pat on roundabouts 



                                

5 

 

March 

The March meeting was very well attended and was presented by Tony Clarke, our 

Regional Group Co-ordinator.  He gave a brief overview on updates from IAM 

House and then gave us an idea of the contents of a speed awareness course.  

This had been especially requested, as most members would never have the 

opportunity to attend such courses. 

News from IAM House included : 

• There are now 95,500 members and 7,500 associates. 

• 300 tests are taken a month. 

• There is a 90% renewal rate. 

• There will be new membership categories to touch more people. 

• Fleet customers will have a form of membership. 

Below are a few facts and figures gained from Tony’s talk on speed awareness. 

The Driver Alertness courses started in 2006 to try and reduce the £4 billion 

wasted on the aftermath of road traffic collisions.  It worked with the 3 E’s ; 

Education, Engineering and Enforcement. 
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1 in 12 drivers caught speeding with re offend vs. 1 in 4 after they have attended a 

course. 

There are several versions of courses based on the same theme, which include; 

speed awareness, driver improvement/RIDE (motorbikes) and what’s driving us. 

It has been proved that it is the attitude of drivers that needs changing and old 

habits need to be recalibrated. 

 

Tony Clarke in full flow 

The Highway Code issued in 2007 has 51 new rules and 120 amendments.  It will 

be re written either later this year or the beginning of next year.  How many drivers 

on the road have picked up the Highway Code since they passed their test?  How 

many drivers are aware of the new rules? 

GB statistics for 2010 regarding crashes are 

208648       Casualties 

 24510        Seriously injured 

   1857        Killed 

1 in 4          Speed related fatalities 
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What is the most common accident?  A rear end shunt! 

One third of insurance claims are from slow moving manoeuvres. .  

Where collisions happen proved to be a great debating point for the group.  The end 

results were surprising to some members. 

 Injury Collision Killed 

Urban 71% 34% 

Rural 25% 60% 

Motorway 4% 6% 

Regarding the motorway statistics, half of the people killed were actually on the hard 

shoulder, and they had been there on average for 26 minutes.  This is due to ocular 

steering by the drivers on the motorway. 

Ladies are more likely to get killed on bicycles than men.  Why?  Because they are 

more law abiding than men and stop at red traffic lights.  Unfortunately they tend to 

stop in the blind spot of a truck. 

What is better to crash into, a brick wall or a tree?  The answer lies in the statistics.  

The group seemed to agree on the choice. 

Reaction times also have a great effect on collisions, the average being 0.98 

seconds to respond.  Interestingly the Highway Code only offers you 2/3 of a 

second as thinking time to stop when quoting stopping distances.  The average 

driver on the road takes between 1 ½ and 2 ½ seconds to react.  The group went 

through all the things that can distract a driver and affect them. 

If travelling at 40 mph, by the time you have reacted and then braked you are likely 

to hit a pedestrian at 30mph. 

Impact speed Pedestrian fatality rate 

20 mph 1 % 

30 mph 7 % 

35 mph 14% 

40 mph 31% 

On motorways, travelling at 70 mph the Highway Code gives a stopping distance of 

315 feet. 

Using these facts: 
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• If travelling at 85 mph you will still be doing 48mph when you hit traffic 315 

feet away 

• If travelling at 100 mph you will still be doing 71mph when you hit traffic 315 

feet away 

Tyres are important for braking; the minimum tread depth is 1.6 mm.  In reality a 

minimum of 3 mm is far safer. 

There are 36 million drivers in the UK; 4 million cannot see a number plate at 25 

metres. 

Not only do we have so many drivers with defective eyesight but also the human 

brain does not see verticals.  We did a test to count the number of Fs in a 

paragraph.  Not many people managed to see all 6.   This explains why so many 

bikers are told by the car driver “ Sorry mate, I looked but I didn’t see you”. 

The meeting was very well received with lots of informative things to take away and 

digest.  Hopefully Tony will be returning with another subject to delight us with in the 

near future. 

In closing I would like to ask, “Why should I not spend thousands of pounds 

investing in ceramic brakes?”  If you missed the meeting you will never know. 

 

Some of the attendees listening to Vicky who chaired the meeting 
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IAM ANNOUNCES A MAJOR NEW PARTNERSHIP WITH THE RAC. 

The IAM has agreed a new member benefit with the RAC that will provide greatly 

enhanced benefits for both Skill For Life sales and also the member benefit 

schemes. This new arrangement will mean the end of the current deal with the AA 

and the IAM will no longer be endorsing or promoting AA membership discounts. 

The benefits of partnering with the RAC 

1. A FREE year’s RAC roadside and recovery cover with every Skill for Life course 

purchased in 2012. From March 2012. 

2. Existing IAM members will benefit from 40% off every RAC level of cover (plus 

20% off European cover) 

3. IAM members will then receive a 35% discount on their RAC renewal premium 

every additional year 

4. The RAC will work with the IAM to promote our courses to their seven million UK 

members 

5. RAC vehicles can be booked for local group events and talks - details to follow 

This is a wide-ranging partnership with considerable benefit for the IAM and is 

effective immediately. Members with AA cover will continue to receive the discount 

levels until their next renewal date when they will have the opportunity to switch to 

the RAC scheme by calling in and providing the RAC with an activation code. 

The 40% discount for existing IAM members is now live whilst the free RAC cover 

with a Skill for Life purchase will go live in the near future. The link to promote and 

see details of the 40% member benefit is http://www.iam.org.uk/rac 
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USING SMARTPHONES BEHIND THE WHEEL IS MORE DANGEROUS THAN 
DRINK DRIVING 

Using smartphones for social networking while driving is more dangerous than drink 

driving or being high on cannabis behind the wheel according to research published 

by the IAM. Despite this, eight per cent of drivers admit to using smartphones for 

email and social networking while driving, equivalent to 3.5 million licence holders 

(2). 

Twenty-four per cent of 17-24 year old drivers – a group already at higher risk of 

being in a crash – admit to using smartphones for email and social networking while 

driving (3). 

For their research, the IAM and TRL (Transport Research Laboratory) used DigiCar 

– TRL’s car driving simulator – to examine the effects of young drivers using 

smartphones to access facebook. In every test of driving performance, young 

people who were using facebook while driving were badly affected. (4) 

When sending and receiving facebook messages: reaction times slowed by around 

38% and participants often missed key events; participants were unable to maintain 

a central lane position resulting in an increased number of unintentional lane 

departures; and were unable to respond as quickly to the car in front  gradually 

changing speed. 

When comparing these new results to previous studies the level of impairment on 

driving is greater than the effects of drinking, cannabis and texting. 

� Using a smartphone for social networking slows reaction times by 37.6 per 

cent; 

� texting slows reaction times by 37.4 per cent; 

� hands-free mobile phone conversation slows reaction times by 26.5 per cent; 

� cannabis slows reaction times by 21 per cent; 

� alcohol (above UK driving limit but below 100mg per 100ml of blood) slows 

reaction time by between six and 15 per cent; and 

� alcohol at the legal limit slows reaction times by 12.5 per cent. 

The IAM is calling for government action to highlight the dangers of using 

smartphones behind the wheel. Phone manufacturers and social network providers 

also have a key role to play in spreading the message. Attitudes to seatbelts and 

drink driving have changed dramatically over the last thirty years, and, with the right 

information, halting smartphone use could become a similar success story. 
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IAM chief executive Simon Best said: “This research shows how incredibly 

dangerous using smartphones while driving is, yet unbelievably it is a relatively 

common practice. If you’re taking your hand off the wheel to use the phone, reading 

the phone display and thinking about your messages, then you’re simply not 

concentrating on driving. It’s antisocial networking and it’s more dangerous than 

drink driving and it must become just as socially unacceptable. 

“Young people have grown up with smartphones and using them is part of everyday 

life. But more work needs to be done by the government and social network 

providers to show young people that they are risking their lives and the lives of 

others if they use their smartphones while driving.” 

TRL senior researcher Nick Reed said: "Our research clearly demonstrates that 

driver behaviour was significantly and dramatically impaired when a smartphone 

was being used for social networking. Drivers spent more time looking at their 

phone than the road ahead when trying to send messages, rendering the driver 

blind to emerging hazards and the developing traffic situation. 

“Even when hazards were detected, the driver's ability to respond was slowed. The 

combination of observed impairments to driving will cause a substantial increase in 

the risk of a collision that may affect not only the driver but also their passengers 

and other road users. Smartphones are incredibly useful and convenient tools when 

used appropriately and responsibly. Their use for social networking when driving is 

neither." 

Notes : 

(2) Based on survey in RAC ‘RAC Report on Motoring 2011: Divided we drive’ 
http://www.rac.co.uk/report-on-motoring/report-2011/ and DVLA license 
statistics 2011. 

(3) Based on survey in RAC ‘RAC Report on Motoring 2011: Divided we drive’ 
http://www.rac.co.uk/report-on-motoring/report-2011/ 

(4) IAM and TRL, 2012 ‘Smartphone use while driving – a simulator study’ 
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MORE THAN A MILLION DRIVERS NOW AGED OVER 80 

The number of drivers over the age of 80 has now topped one million according to 
information obtained by the IAM following a freedom of information request to the 
DVLA at the end of January. DVLA figures show that there are now 1,012,399 
drivers over 80. There are also 122 licence holders over the age of 100, including 
three 105 year olds, and one 106-year-old woman.1 

The age gap between the youngest driving license holder and the oldest is 90 
years. But contrary to common assumptions, drivers in their eighties are not 
dangerous. The figures show that they are in fact much safer than their more 
youthful counterparts. The rate of deaths and serious injuries in crashes among 
drivers over 80 is three times less than the rate for those aged 17-19. In 2010 
almost one young driver aged 17-19 was killed or seriously injured per thousand 
licence holders. The rate of deaths and serious injuries in crashes among car 
drivers aged 20 to 24 is 36.4 per cent more than the rate for drivers aged 80 or 
over.2 

However, drivers over the age of 80 are more likely to suffer serious injuries in a car 
crash due to their frailty. IAM chief executive Simon Best said: “Older people need 
their cars which give them better mobility and access to more activities and 
services. Those who wish to continue driving beyond the age of 70 should only be 
prevented from doing so if there are compelling reasons. Rather than seeking to 
prevent older people from driving, we should make them more aware of the risks 
they face, and offer them driving assessments to help them eliminate bad habits. 
Driving helps older people play a full and active part in society.” The number of older 
drivers will continue to rise as the Office of National Statistics predicts that there will 
be 8.7million people over the age of 75 by 2033. This will represent a increase of 
81.1 per cent of over 75 year-olds since 2008 - some 4.8 million people. 

Notes : 
 

1. DVLA figures based on a freedom of information request showing licensing 
statistics by age and gender - January 2012. 

Older drivers licensing figures 

 Women Men Total 
Over 60 4,469,829 5,867,347 10,337,176 

Over 70 1,458,438 2,310,261 3,768,699 
Over 80 350,852 661,547 1,012,399 
Over 90 19,517 46,379 65,896 

Over 100 35 87 122 
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2. Table: Rate of car drivers Killed and Seriously Injured (KSI) in road accidents per 
thousand licence holders (2010) 

 Car drivers 
KSI numbers 

License holders Rate of KSIs per 
thousand license 
holders 

Young 17-19 671 682,183 0.98 
20 to 24 999 2,244,860 0.45 

25 to 29 694 2,709,049 0.26 
30 to 39 1,084 6,600,435 0.16 

40 to 59 1,717 15,103,240 0.11 
60 to 69 556 5,941,555 0.09 
70 to 79 386 2,692,203 0.14 

80 and over 320 957,960 0.33 
All age 
groups 

6,506 36,932,57 0.18 

 

Source: Calculated by the IAM from Department for Transport ‘Reported Road 

Casualties in Great Britain: 2010’ Table number RAS30011 and DVLA Licensing 

statistics by age 2010. 

Note: Licensing figures from 2010 have been used to enable an accurate 

comparison with the 2010 reported road casualty statistics. 



                                

14 

NEW BREATHALYSER LAW FOR FRANCE 

The French government officially announced that all cars must carry a single-use 
breathalyser kit from July 1st. The move, which has been widely reported for some 
time, was made official in a decree on February 28th. 

"Every driver of a motorised land vehicle, excluding mopeds, must possess an 
unused and immediately available breathalyser," said the decree, published in the 
official gazette ("Journal Officiel de la République Française"). 

Transport ministry officials indicated that the rule would apply equally to vehicles 
from outside France. July and August are busy months on the French roads as 
millions of French people and tourists head for their holiday destinations. 

A fine of €11 (£10) will be charged to anyone not carrying the breathalyser kit, but 
police have been told to start fining only from November 1st. 

The new law is the latest attempt to reduce France's road accident rate. Around 
4,000 people died on French roads in 2011, a very slight improvement on the figure 
for the year before. Drink driving is believed to be responsible for one in three road 
deaths. 

The government hopes having a kit in the car will allow people to test themselves 
and to give them the means to test others if they suspect they are over the limit.  

The legal blood alcohol limit in France is 0.5 grams per litre. 

The single-use tests cost between €0.50 and €1.50 and manufacturers are rushing 
to produce enough to meet expected demand. 

President Nicolas Sarkozy promised the measure in November in the hope of 
slashing drink driving, responsible for 31 percent of fatal road accidents. 

Disposable breathalysers have been available in French bars and nightclubs since 
then. 

New coaches have been equipped with breathalyser tests that prevent drivers 
starting the ignition since January 2010. The devices are to be installed in all 
coaches by the start of the 2015 school year. 

A total of 3,970 people died on French roads in 2011, down barely 0.5 percent or 22 
lives compared to 2010. 

When Sarkozy came to power in 2007 he set the government the ambitious target 
of reducing annual road deaths to 3,000 by 2012. 

The new breathalyser requirement will be added to the existing rules compelling 
drivers to carry a warning triangle and a fluorescent safety vest. Failure to have 
these in the car can lead to a €90 fine. Clearly if you have used the breathalyser you 
then become illegal so the sensible thing is to buy two. 
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DRIVING THEORY TEST 

Changes designed to make the driving theory test harder have been brought in as 
the AA reveals one in four drivers don’t know who has priority when traffic lights are 
out. 

This was one of a selection of questions put to drivers ahead of the changes that 
have been implemented on January 23, 2012, to try to stop learners memorising 
pre-published official questions and answers. 

The AA/Populus poll of 11,361 drivers showed: 

� 23% thought the correct answer was traffic going straight on 

� 3% said it was those turning right and, 

� 2% those turning left 

The correct answer is that nobody has priority though with a quarter of motorists not 
knowing this, it could easily result in accidents and road rage. 

Flashing amber 

When asked what a flashing amber light at a pelican crossing means, 18% of 
respondents claimed it meant they should stop and wait for the green or red light. 

Thankfully 54% knew this meant to give way to pedestrians already on the crossing, 
though 28% would give way to pedestrians waiting to cross. 

Younger drivers, aged 18-24 were the highest age group to get this correct with 
68% answering correctly while only 41% of drivers over 65 got this right. 

Learners should not unduly worry about the changes to the test. The new test calls 
for greater understanding, which can be gained from professional tuition and some 
time spent revising 

Mark Peacock, Head of AA Driving School said: “Knowing the theoretical rules of 
the road is really important for drivers. 

“It’s encouraging that young drivers did better in the poll questions than older – 
perhaps a sign that those who have recently taken a theory test have a better 
understanding of driving theory than those who took it a few years ago. 

“Learners should not unduly worry about the changes to the test. The new test calls 
for greater understanding, which can be gained from professional tuition and some 
time spent revising; both of which would have been needed to pass the theory test 
confidently before the changes.” 
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ONE IN SIX 'HAS DRIVEN UNINSURED' 

A new study has found that one in six UK motorists (16%) have driven a car without 
insurance. 

The research by One Poll revealed that one in 12 (8%) drivers have broken the law 
by driving their own car uninsured, while another one in 16 (6%) said they did not 
have appropriate cover when they drove someone else's vehicle. 

One in 50 (2%) also said they had driven their car while they were 'in between' 
insurance policies. 

Asked why they drove uninsured, nearly one in five (18%) said they were unaware 
that car insurance is compulsory. 

One in 20 (5%) admitted they could not be bothered to take out insurance, one in 16 
(6%) said insurance was too expensive for them, and one in 14 (7%) said they do 
not need insurance because they do not think they could be involved in an accident. 

The study also found that young drivers are the biggest culprits, as three in 10 
(29%) 18 to 34-year-olds admitted they have driven uninsured, compared to one in 
16 (6%) over-55s. 



                                

17 

ASSOCIATE INFORMATION 

As soon as there is an observer free to take you on, you will be contacted and your 
first drive arranged.  While you are waiting to start the practical side, please read 
your copy of PASS YOUR ADVANCED DRIVING TEST. This will mean that when 
you do start you'll have a good idea of what's involved.  If you want to ask any 
questions please feel free to give me a call, otherwise I am usually at the group 
meetings and will be happy to talk to you there. 

As at 27th March there were two associates awaiting an observer to come free 

Would all associates taking the test please let their observer know what the test 
date is and let them and/or myself know the result. You may think HQ Test 
Examiners keep us informed, but it is not part of their brief so we will not know 
otherwise. Many thanks. 

Could all Observers notify the membership secretary when they first take their 
Associate on a drive. 

Our list of Observers 

 

Pat Corps * Louisa Davenall 

Ralph Young* Vicky de-Vries* 

Brian Davies Sarah Woodcock 

*DENOTES SENIOR OBSERVER 

 CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS    

  

 
 
  

Brian Davies  

Associate co-ordinator 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists - President: Ralph Young 

 

COMMITTEE TEL E-Mail  

 
Chairman 
Pat Corps 

  

 
Deputy Chair 
Vicky de-Vries 

  

 
Honorary secretary  
Clive Purrett 

  

 

 
Membership secretary 
Heather McCabe  

  

 

 
Honorary Treasurer 
Robert Murray 

  

 
Associate/Observer 
Coordinator 
Brian Davies 
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Webmaster  
Rob Wilson  

  

 

 
Newsletter Compiler 
John Holmes 

  

 

 
Events co-ordinator 
Barry Alexander 

  

 

 
Minutes secretary  
Colin Turner 

  

 

 
Catering 
Jane Wood 

  

Shop & Raffle  
Ronald O’Hare 
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EVENTS 

All evenings are for all members and associates these will be held at:  

Marks Tey Parish Hall  
Old London Road. 
Marks Tey,  
Colchester 
CO6 1EN 

All meetings will be held in the small room 

except April and June which will be held in 

the council chamber 

 

It is a requirement for associates to attend training sessions to enable them to be 
familiar with advanced driving techniques and skills, prior to, and alongside their 
observed drives. It is also important that those of you who have already passed your 
advanced test attend, to further your skills as an advanced driver 

2012  

April 17th Group meeting training night on the system followed by 
Observer training 

May 15th Group Meeting – Trailer reversing including practical 
demonstration 
Speaker to be confirmed June 19th Group meeting practical training night on manoeuvring 
followed by Observer training 

July 17th Group Meeting  - a talk by Bob Gosden  (Ipswich IAM examiner) 
on the Advanced test preceded by the AGM and finished off with 
fish and chips. 

August 21st Group meeting practical training night on high lift jacks and 
towing followed by Observers training 

September 
18th 

Group meeting – A talk on tyres and safety by Christine Joyce of 
Tyresafe  

October 16th Group meeting training night followed by Observers training 

November 20th Group meeting – details to be finalised 

December 18th Group meeting training night followed by Observers training 

All meetings start with tea and coffee 

Training nights start at 7:30 and may include a raffle; followed by Observer training 
at 9:00  
Other night’s doors open at 7:30 for an 8:00 start and include the buying of raffle 
tickets 


