
News Magazine of the Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists 

SIX SIX 
June 2012                 website - http://www.colchester-iam.org/ 

 

The Colchester Group of 

Advanced Motorists 

affi l iated to The Institute of Advanced Motorists  

11 

P

O

I

N

T 

 

 
 

Pat Corps – Vicky de Vries - Brian Davies –Barry Alexander – John Holmes - Colin Turner - Jane Wood – 

Robert Murray – Ron O’Hare – Clive Purrett – Rob Wlson – Heather McCabe 



                                

2 

EDITORS NOTES: 

Welcome to the June edition of Six Point Six of 2012, this includes an article on car 
crash bandits and parallel parking. Also in this edition are the papers for the AGM 
which takes place in July, this includes the accounts and minutes of the last AGM 
Vicky, Clive and Colin are standing down so we are looking for volunteers to fill their 
positions. 

The August meeting has been changed to cover towing 

Just a reminder that if anyone has any motoring stories they wish to include in the 
magazine; please E mail articles to me or any other committee member who can 
forward it for you. 

If anyone requires any IAM merchandise please contact Ron O’Hare 

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Guy HOLLIDAY 

 

FRONT PAGE PICTURE 

Vicky using the high lift jack at our May meeting under the watchful eye of Pat  

WHY IS IT CALLED 6.6? 

Did you know at 30 miles per hour you are travelling at 6.6m every half a second?  
This means if it takes you half a second to react, you have travelled another 6.6m – 
that is why planning is better than reacting.  6.6 magazine’s title reminds readers 
of this fact.   

 

The Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists is a Registered Charity - No. 1049474 and is affiliated to the Institute of 
Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998: Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists advises members that their personal 
details; name, address and telephone number, are held on computer.  Members are assured that these details will be 

used only for Group administration purposes and will not be passed on to any third party. 

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists or the Institute of Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

 

John Holmes  

Editor   
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MEETING REPORTS 

April 

April's meeting was a presentation on The System.  

IPSGA 

"Approaching your driving in a systematic way will soon make good driving habits 

second nature.  This is especially beneficial in complex driving situations.  It 

enables you to manage all hazards in a planned, efficient, but flexible manner, 

where an ordinary driver might be flustered and panicked." 

 "Driver error is a feature of nearly all collisions on the road.  The system of car 

control aims to prevent collisions by providing a systematic approach to hazards.  

It is a decision making process that enables you to efficiently handle and act on 

information that is continuously changing as you drive.  Using the system gives 

you more time to react, which is vital in complex and demanding driving 

situations. 

If you use the system consistently with thinking, observation and anticipation 

skills it will help you to anticipate dangers caused by other road users and avoid 

collisions.  Your progress will be steady and unobtrusive - the sign of a skilful 

driver." 

These quotes are from the two books you should be reading to reinforce the 

information given by Pat's talk in April; "Pass your Advanced Driving Test" and 

"Roadcraft". 
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Vicky de Vries 

May 

Our Chairman, Pat Corps, 

once again came forward to 

share his motoring knowledge 

and experiences with the 

members. He began by 

showing us his High Lift Jack – 

a heavy, workmanlike piece of 

equipment - and then after 

explaining how this works 
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took us outside to see it in action lifting up his Land Rover. This High Lift Jack is 

cleverly designed to raise almost any vehicle in almost any situation, and can 

also be used as a winch over short distances; but it can be dangerous if used 

without care and thought. One useful trick is to use the jack to escape being 

stuck in ruts, by raising the wheels then swinging the jack over sideways to place 

the wheels on firmer ground. The jack must be kept clean; otherwise the holding 

pins won’t slip easily into their holes. 

Back in the meeting room, and 

out of the cold wind, the 

audience settled down to see 

Pat explore important items in 

his Recovery Kit. He explained 

the benefits of his JetBoil 

cooker, and talked further about 

saucepans, tea lights, water, 

chopping board, mobile phone, 

sleeping bags, and so on. 

Apparently the AA and RAC 

advise drivers to carry such 

items in case they are stuck for 

up to 48 hours in bad weather. 

We may feel safe enough 

driving in the Colchester area, 

but even here conditions could 

become dangerous, so it pays 

to be prepared. 

 

 

The meeting ended with members discussing and exchanging information about 

the new requirements for drivers to carry various bits of equipment and spares 

with them at all times, especially when driving abroad. For, example, it is now 

obligatory to have a breathalyser when driving in France. It’s not easy keeping up 

with all the new laws, and there should be a more effective way of informing 

people when changes are made to the rules. 

Clive Purrett 
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SOME ITEMS FROM  ADINEWS MAY 2012 ISSUE. 

Blind driving 

One in three company car drivers fail to recognise half the potential hazards they 

face while motoring in Britain, according to E-Training World. 

Analysis of tests taken by drivers using E-Training World risk assessment 

programme, which assesses 15,000 drivers per year, found that 35% of fleet 

drivers are unable to recognise 50% of the clues to potential hazards in typical 

road scenes, including road markings, whilst 12% of drivers were unaware that a 

road scene containing a system of street lights and no visible speed signs 

denotes a 30 mph speed limit. The findings reveal some startling shortfalls in 

many drivers' road and vehicle knowledge, as well as their hazard perception 

skills. 

Graham Hurdle, managing director of E-Training World, said: "It is unsurprising 

that accidents are happening when such a large proportion of drivers are unable 

to spot many clues to potential hazards, which effectively means they are blind to 

the dangers around them." 
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PARALLEL PARKING PROVES PROBLEMATIC FOR DRIVERS 

Parallel parking proves so problematic that one in 10 motorists avoid the manoeuvre 

altogether, according to new research. Once they've torn up their L-plates it's 

assumed that drivers can cope with any aspect of motoring, from motorways to 

managing icy roads. 

It's certainly not admitted that some motorists may go on to struggle with such a 

mundane aspect of driving as being able to parallel park – but new research reveals 

that many do. Car insurance specialist elephant.co.uk found that 10 per cent of 

motorists avoid parallel parking altogether while 21 per cent rarely or never attempt 

the manoeuvre and 58 per cent of motorists admit attempting to parallel park but 

giving up and driving off after not being able to manoeuvre their car into a space. 

Practice makes perfect 

"One important aspect of parallel parking is practice," says driving instructor Peter 

Skelton of the Peter Skelton Driving School in Berkshire. "I used to live in London 

and having to squeeze into tight spaces on a daily basis meant I really had to 

sharpen up my skills. "I find that people who live in cities are often good at parallel 

parking, whereas those who live in rural or suburban areas where there is lots of 

parking space may have become rusty." 

Many older motorists may never have been properly taught to parallel park as 

parking manoeuvres didn't become part of the driving test until 1991. 

Younger drivers avoid parallel parking 

However, the research revealed that while motorists aged over 45 are least likely to 

avoid attempting the move. 

Whereas young drivers have the hardest time parallel parking, despite being the 

age group most likely to have been taught the manoeuvre while learning to drive. 

Elephant.co.uk surveyed 2,000 motorists and found 18- to 24-year-olds are most 

likely to avoid parallel parking out of all age groups and almost a third - 29 per cent - 

of drivers in this age group rarely or never parallel park. 

Skelton says: "Maybe some older drivers are motivated to get into available spaces 

because they don't like walking or carrying shopping bags for long distances, 

whereas that doesn't bother younger people so much." 
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Time taken to park 

Drivers will spend an average of four minutes attempting to get into a space before 

giving up, the survey found.  

But 14 per cent will spend between five and 15 minutes, while 1 per cent will spend 

more than 30 minutes attempting to park their car. 

Some resort to getting someone else to park the car for them - 59 per cent admitted 

asking their spouse or partner, 37 per cent a friend or relative and 4 per cent a 

complete stranger. 

Skelton says: "It's much better to take the time to learn to parallel park confidently 

rather than deal with stress about whether or not you'll be able to find a space to 

drive into. 

Parking refresher 

"One option is to book a refresher lesson – there's no need to be embarrassed 

about asking for help. "Alternatively, why not go to a deserted area such as an 

industrial estate car park at the weekend, mark out car spaces with cones and 

practice there?" 

Besides the inconvenience and embarrassment of struggling with parking, a lack of 

skill in this area could mean you end up damaging someone else's car. 

Car park prangs 

Research by Confused.com revealed that careless car parking has caused £1.3 

billion worth of damage in the past year though vehicles being scraped or pranged 

by careless manoeuvres. 

Two out of three drivers involved in these accidents blame them on the small size of 

parking bays, and the fact that family cars are getting bigger whilst parking bay 

sizes have remained the same. 

What's more, one in five drivers admit to being "prang and runners" – damaging 

another car and driving off without leaving their insurance details.  

Gareth Kloet, head of car insurance at Confused.com says motorists need to 

exercise car parking etiquette. He adds: "Motorists should be extra vigilant in car 

parks, taking into account the size of our cars compared to the average size of 

parking spaces." 
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AGM NOTICE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by order of the Group Committee that the Annual General 

Meeting of COLCHESTER GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS will be held at 

7.30pm on Tuesday 17
th

 July 2012 at Marks Tey Parish Hall to enable the Trustees of the 

Group (Registered Charity No.1049474) to present their Annual Report and accounts for the 

year ended 31.3.2012 for approval by the Group members and to conduct an election. 

Secretary's name: Clive Purrett     Date: 01.6.2012 

Address:  29 St Albans Road    Group No: 7139 

Clacton on Sea CO15 6BA 

All members, Associates and Friends are invited to attend, but only Fully Paid Up Members 

of the IAM and of the Group may vote. 

A Member entitled to vote at the General Meeting may appoint a proxy to vote in his/her 

stead A proxy need not be a Full Member of the Group. 

CURRENT OFFICERS 

All Officers retire annually and may offer themselves for re-election (Group Rule 3.4). 

Pat Corps Chairman Offering to stand for re-election 

Vicky de-Vries Vice Chair Not standing for re-election 

Clive Purrett Honorary Secretary Not standing for re-election 

Robert Murray Honorary Treasurer Offering to stand for re-election 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

One third of the Committee (excluding Officers) must retire annually and may offer 

themselves for re-election (Group Rule 3.4). 

A. RETIRING BY ROTATION AND STANDING FOR RE-ELECTION 

Barry Alexander    Events 

B. RETIRING BY ROTATION AND NOT STANDING FOR RE-ELECTION 

Colin Turner    Minutes Secretary 

C.COMMITTEE MEMBERS NOT RETIRING AND NUMBER OF YEARS REMAINING 

Jane Wood Refreshments 2 years remaining 

Heather McCabe Membership Secretary 2 years remaining 

Rob Wilson Webmaster 2 years remaining 

Brian Davies Associate/Observer Co-ord 1 year remaining 

John Holmes Newsletter Compiler 1 year remaining 

Ron O'Hare Raffle and Shop 1 year remaining 
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COMMITTEE NOMINATION FORM 

As notified separately, the AGM is being held on 17th July 2012 

Nominations are invited from Full Members to stand for committee. The Nominee must be willing to stand 

for the committee and sign the Nomination Form. By signing the Nomination Form the Nominee is 

affirming his/her ability and intention, if elected, to attend committee meetings regularly. 

Please note – You may not stand for the Committee if the law debars you from being a Charity 
Trustee. 

Only Fully Paid Up Members of the IAM and of the Colchester Group may nominate Committee 
Members or be nominated as Committee Members. 

This Nomination Paper must be returned to the Group Secretary at least seven days before the 
election – i.e. by 10th July 2012 (Rule 3.5). 

All Officers, and one third of all other Committee Members, must retire annually by rotation and 
may offer themselves for re-election by Group Full Members (Rule 3.4) 

Those elected become Charity Trustees of the Group. 

NOTE 

The total number of Committee Members including the Officers must not exceed twenty. Please 
see NOMINATION PAPER for further detail. 

OFFICERS 

POSITION  NAME NOMINATED BY SECONDED BY 

Chairman    

Vice Chair    

Honorary Secretary    

Treasurer    

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

NAME NOMINATED BY SECONDED BY 
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COLCHESTER GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS INCOME AND 
EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2012 

 2012  2011 
 £ £  £ £ 

Income      
CAF Subscriptions 90   255  
Net - Lloyds TSB 0   20  
NatWest Subscriptions 645   555  

  735   830 
AIM Associate Receipts  372   1,654 

      
  1,107   2,484 

Expenditure      
Marks Tey - Hall Rental 206   39  
Training 0   343  
AGM - Fish supper 75   100  
Printing 296   240  
Stationery and postage 124   96  
Insurance 60   60  
Sundry expenses 51   148  
Cones 89   0  
Web site 180   0  
Speakers 25   0  

      
  1,106   1,026 
      

Operating income  1   1,458 
      

Interest income  10   6 
      

Net income  11   1,464 
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COLCHESTER GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS BALANCE SHEET AT 31 
MARCH 2012 

 

 At.31.03.12  At 31.3.11 
 2012  2011 
 £  £ 

Payments in advance    
Hall rental 60  0 

    
Bank accounts    
CAF Current 120  611 
Nat West 983  315 
CAF Gold  4,615  4,606 

    
 5,718  5,532 

Less:-    
Deferred income    
Subscriptions received in 
advance 

-395  -160 

    
Net assets 5,383  5,372 

    
Represented by    

    
Income Fund    
Balance 1 April 2011 5,372  3,908 
Net income for the year 11  1,464 

    
Balance 31 March 2012 5,383  5,372 
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MINUTES OF A.G.M.  FOR THE COLCHESTER GROUP OF THE I.A.M. 

 

The 27th Annual General Meeting of the Colchester Branch of the I.A.M. was held on Tuesday 19th July 

2011  at  Marks Tey Village Hall. 

 

The meeting started at 20.00 and there were approximately 19 persons present, comprising full members, 

associate members and guests. 

 

Committee members present        Pat Corps, Vicky de Vries, Barry Alexander, Nick de Vries, Jane 

Wood, , Brian Davies, John Holmes, Ron O’Hare and Colin Turner 

 

Apologies for absence         Robert Murray, Clive Purett, Ron Marks and Tracey Kinns. 

 

Minutes  Copies of the minutes of the previous AGM were circulated, read, agreed and approved. 

             Proposal to accept the minutes as accurate.      

                        Proposed by Barry Alexander, seconded by Pat Corps. Voted and carried. 

 

Matters arising from minutes      None 

 

The Chairman’s Report A print-out is attached to the Master minutes.  

 

The Secretary’s Report A print-out is attached to the Master minutes. 

  

The Treasurer’s Report  As Robert was not in attendance, his report can be seen in June 2011 

newsletter. The balance on all accounts, as at March 31st 2011 is;- £5372.00, made up as follows; 

 CAF current account             £611.00 

 Nat West current account      £315.00 

 CAF Gold account          £4606.00 

 Proposal to adopt the accounts as accurate.       Proposed by Colin Turner, seconded by Ron O’Hare. 

Voted and carried. 

  

   

    

 

Election and/or re-election of committee members 

 

Chairman              Pat Corps standing for re-election as Chairman. 

       Proposed by Vicky DeVries     Seconded by Nick de Vries, voted and carried. 

 

Vice Chair           Vicky de Vries is standing for re-election to this post. 

                   Proposed by Pat Corps,  seconded by Jane Wood, voted and carried. 

 

Hon Secretary       Vicky De Vries is standing down from this post. 

        Clive Purett  has agreed to take on this position. (see note 1 below) 

                   Proposed by Nick de Vries,,  seconded by Peter Collier, voted and carried. 

 

Treasurer              Robert Murray is standing for re-election as Treasurer. 
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     Proposed by Pat Corps,   seconded by Vicky de Vries, voted and carried. 

 

Committee          Nick de Vries is standing down as Membership Secretary.  

   Heather McCabe  has offered to take on this role. (see note 1 below) 

      Proposed by Vicky de Vries,  seconded by Barry Alexander, voted and carried. 

 

  Jane Wood is standing for re-election onto the committee.  Voted and carried. 

 

  Mark Large is retiring and not standing for re-election. 

 

 

 

 

     The other committee members all retain their posts. 

 

Brian Davies – Associate/Observer Co-ordinator. 

John Holmes – Newsletter Editor. 

Barry Alexander – Events Co-ordinator. 

Colin Turner – Minutes Secretary 

Ron O’Hare – Raffle & Shop. 

 

The post of Web Master remains open and will be co-ordinated within the committee. 

 

Note 1;-  Whilst both Heather McCabe and Clive Purett are both Associates at present, both are almost 

“test ready” and will take up these posts once they have passed.  This proposal was passed with a 

unanimous vote. 

 

Any Other Business  

1) There was a question from the floor regarding Auditors for the accounts.  Phil Rengert told us 

that they had been audited prior to his leaving the group.  As Robert doesn’t have access to the 

complete records, he can only work with what happened after he took over the accounts and they 

will be audited when the time is right. 

2) Another question regarding bank charges on the Nat West account, and why has this account 

been started. 

There are no bank charges on this account and it was started by Nick solely for the purpose of 

paying in membership subscriptions. This then keeps separate, any funds coming from IAM HQ or 

anywhere else and allows the membership co-ordinator to exactly tally the membership records. 

 

Also in AOB we discussed the website and agreed that page 1 needs a picture comprising a car 

related local landmark or something similar. 

 

This section of the AGM finished at approx 8.36pm. 

 

A fish and chip supper and general discussion followed and the meeting broke up at approx 9.20pm. 

 

 

 

Signed  ( Chairman) ……………………    Date ……………. 
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WARNING - CAR CRASH BANDITS 

Debbie Morton, was driving her nephew and niece home after a horse-riding lesson. 

Her mother and son were also in the car. 

It seemed like a routine journey, but Debbie (not her real name) was about to 

become a victim of a crime that is sweeping the country - the staged or 'induced' car 

crash, where crooks trigger a crash, pinning the blame on an innocent driver.  

This allows the fraudsters to submit a bogus claim against the innocent driver's 

insurer for up to £30,000. They try to milk the maximum sum from each incident. As 

well as damage to the car - often an old banger - there is usually a compensation 

claim for injuries to the driver and passengers.  

On top of this, the claim often includes inflated fees for the hire of a replacement 

vehicle and compensation for time off work. The fraudsters are even creating 

networks of companies to help present and inflate the claims.  

Such staged crashes cost the insurance industry up to £200m a year and push up 

premiums for honest drivers.  

The crooks make their money by inflating a claim in several ways. The crash car 

may be packed with extra passengers, all claiming for alleged personal injuries and 

compensation for loss of earnings.  

The gangs own and control accident repair garages and car hire firms, which 

present inflated invoices. A minor shunt can be inflated into a £20,000 or £30,000 

claim. Insurers believe there could be as many as 10,000 induced accidents a year.  

Debbie was travelling along the A34 in Cheshire last November. Traffic was light as 

she passed the Marks & Spencer store at Handforth. She slowed, following an 

ageing estate car on to a roundabout. Part of the way round, its driver inexplicably 

slammed on his brakes, causing Debbie to go into the back of it.  

Debbie says: 'There was no reason for the car to brake. I hadn't done anything 

wrong.' There was damage to both vehicles and Debbie and her family were shaken 

up. The estate driver claimed to have seen a car coming on to the roundabout. But 

Debbie was dubious and made him write down his version of events.  

Her insurer linked the incident with other suspicious crashes, as a passenger in the 

other car was claiming for an 'injury' in another crash on the same day.  

Debbie is angry that she and her family were put at risk: 'What sort of people aim to 

make a car crash with an elderly woman and three children on board?'  
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The staged accident con started in the North-West, but insurers warn it is spreading 

fast. One insurer told Financial Mail that gangs were effectively franchising the 

techniques for these accidents across the country.  

Matt Gilham, fraud prevention manager at esure, says: 'We have a case of four 

linked claims, adding up to more than £100,000 - all false, we believe. And this is 

just a small gang. Other groups are connected to dozens of multiple claims.'  

Police are reluctant to get involved. Gilham says: 'Insurance fraud is way down their 

priorities. However, now that these crimes are not just about financial loss but are a 

genuine threat to life and limb, attitudes will have to change.'  

Insurers linked one gang to 400 staged accidents, finding evidence of other crimes, 

including drug trafficking and running. But the police refused to investigate further 

unless the insurers paid for the investigation.  

Staged crashes usually occur at busy roundabouts or motorway slip roads. Hotspots 

include M61 junctions four and six, M6 junction 21 and M62 junctions 27 and 28.  

It is difficult to ensure you do not fall victim to crash cowboys, but there are ways to 

reduce the risk.  

Chris Hill, head of fraud at Norwich Union, says: 'Keep your distance from the car in 

front at roundabouts and slip roads and cut your speed. Keep an eye on the vehicle 

in front. The occupants may turn to look at you or may even make a gesture just 

before the trap is sprung.'  

If a crash occurs, get as much information as possible. Matt Gilham of esure says: 

'Write it down. How many people were in the other car? What sex were they? What 

were they wearing?'  

Stay calm. Treat the incident as 'a matter for my insurer' and make sure you get all 

the details.  
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ASSOCIATE INFORMATION 

As soon as there is an observer free to take you on, you will be contacted and your 
first drive arranged.  While you are waiting to start the practical side, please read 
your copy of PASS YOUR ADVANCED DRIVING TEST. This will mean that when 
you do start you'll have a good idea of what's involved.  If you want to ask any 
questions please feel free to give me a call, otherwise I am usually at the group 
meetings and will be happy to talk to you there. 

As at 27th March there were two associates awaiting an observer to come free 

Would all associates taking the test please let their observer know what the 
test date is and let me know the result. You may think HQ Test Examiners keep 
us informed, but it is not part of their brief so we will not know otherwise. Many 
thanks. 

Could all Observers notify the membership secretary when they first take their 
Associate on a drive. 

Our list of Observers 

 

Pat Corps * Louisa Davenall 

Ralph Young* Vicky de-Vries* 

Brian Davies Sarah Woodcock 

*DENOTES SENIOR OBSERVER 

 CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS    

Kelly ROBINSON passed on 16th April, her Observer was Vicky 

Dianne DALLENDER-JONES passed on 23rd April her Observer was Louisa 

 
 
  

Brian Davies  

Associate co-ordinator 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists - President: Ralph Young 

 

COMMITTEE TEL E-Mail  

 
Chairman 
Pat Corps 

  

 
Deputy Chair 
Vicky de-Vries 

  

 
Honorary secretary  
Clive Purrett 

  

 

 
Membership secretary 
Heather McCabe  

  

 

 
Honorary Treasurer 
Robert Murray 

  

 
Associate/Observer 
Coordinator 
Brian Davies 
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Webmaster  
Rob Wilson  

  

 

 
Newsletter Compiler 
John Holmes 

  

 

 
Events co-ordinator 
Barry Alexander 

  

 

 
Minutes secretary  
Colin Turner 

  

 

 
Catering 
Jane Wood 

  

Shop & Raffle  
Ronald O’Hare 
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EVENTS 

All evenings are for all members and associates these will be held at:  

Marks Tey Parish Hall  
Old London Road. 
Marks Tey,  
Colchester 
CO6 1EN 

All meetings will be held in the small room 

except April and June which will be held in 

the council chamber 

 

It is a requirement for associates to attend training sessions to enable them to be 
familiar with advanced driving techniques and skills, prior to, and alongside their 
observed drives. It is also important that those of you who have already passed your 
advanced test attend, to further your skills as an advanced driver 

2012  

June 19th 
Group meeting practical training night on manoeuvring 
followed by Observer training 

July 17th 
Group Meeting  - a talk by Bob Gosden  (Ipswich IAM examiner) 
on the Advanced test preceded by the AGM and finished off with 
fish and chips. 

August 21st 
Group meeting practical training night on towing and trailer 
reversing followed by Observers training 

September 
18th 

Group meeting – A talk on tyres and safety by Christine Joyce of 
Tyresafe  

October 16th Group meeting training night followed by Observers training 

November 20th Group meeting – details to be finalised 

December 18th Group meeting training night followed by Observers training 

2013  

January Group meeting – Chairman’s quiz 

February Group meeting training night followed by Observers training 

All meetings start with tea and coffee 

Training nights start at 7:30 and may include a raffle; followed by Observer training 
at 9:00  
Other night’s doors open at 7:30 for an 8:00 start and include the buying of raffle 
tickets 


