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EDITORS NOTES: 

Welcome to the June edition of Six Point Six for 2013. Based on the feedback 
received to the member survey a skid pan event was arranged and a report is 
included. There was a lot of interest and not everybody who wanted to could 
participate, next newsletter should include pictures from the extra session.  

There is also a report on the Colchester hospital day plus all the AGM information  

Just a reminder that if anyone has any motoring stories they wish to include in the 
magazine; please E-mail articles to me or any other committee member who can 
forward it for you. 

If anyone requires any IAM merchandise please contact Ron O’Hare 

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Mathew May 

 

WHY IS IT CALLED 6.6? 

Did you know at 30 miles per hour you are travelling at 6.6m every half a second?  
This means if it takes you half a second to react, you have travelled another 6.6m – 
that is why planning is better than reacting.  6.6 magazine’s title reminds readers of 
this fact.   

 

The Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists is a Registered Charity - No. 1049474 and is affiliated to the Institute of 
Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998: Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists advises members that their personal 
details; name, address and telephone number, are held on computer.  Members are assured that these details will be 

used only for Group administration purposes and will not be passed on to any third party. 

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists or the Institute of Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

 

John Holmes  

Editor   
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MEETING REPORTS 

APRIL MEETING 

The meeting took place in the council chambers, Pat Corps sent his apology’s and 
had suggested that at the meeting we discussed ideas for the Hospital radio fun day 
which is being held on Monday 27th May, the group have been offered a stand to 
promote Colchester IAM. Robert Jezierski had been tasked to obtain leaflets and 
posters for the event which he brought to the meeting for members to look through. 

Some of the ideas which we discussed at the meeting were  

 A Quiz on driving with a prize, which could be a half hour observed drive.  

 The possibility of a local car dealership providing a car so that we could invite 
members of the public to show us how they carry out the cock pit drill.  

 A number plate so we could carry out an eye sight test.  

 Getting some photos to update our existing display boards.  

It was a productive meeting with lots of good ideas from all the members. 

MAY MEETING 

The May meeting was to be a talk on tyres, but unfortunately he could not make it 
so Pat stepped in at short notice and decided to talk with the group on the subject of 
roundabouts. We discussed the most appropriate approach to negotiate a 
roundabout which would depend on traffic conditions and the exit you intend to take. 

 

Group members questioned Pat about 
their own experiences on both major 
roundabouts and mini ones, particularly 
mini roundabouts as they have different 
types of give way markings depending 
on the direction you approach from, and 
the conclusion was that you always give 
way to the right making eye contact with 
other drivers on your right and left. 

The evening finished with a raffle draw 

.  Robert Jezierski 
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RECENT PASSES RECEIVING THEIR CERTIFICATES FROM PAT 

 

 

Anne Cranston Martin Egner 

 

 

Iain Farquharson Daniel Gearey 
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SKID PAN DAY - SATURDAY 25TH MAY 2013 

It was arranged for two groups of 10 people to attend the Essex Skid Pan at 
Kelvedon on 25th May.  The day was sunny and warm for both the morning and the 
afternoon groups.  Candidates were taken round the circuit in groups of two or three 
in BMW cars with the instructor, who showed car control when in a rear wheel skid. 

Then everyone took a turn with the instructor giving in-car tuition from the 
passenger seat.  We then changed to Vauxhall Astra cars, one of which had ABS.  
The candidates were shown how to control each type of vehicle safely in a skid 
caused by braking.  Each driver had a turn in the two different types of Astra, and 
had to drive towards a cone representing a pedestrian, and was instructed when to 
brake.  As the car went into a skid the driver had to turn the steering wheel on full 
lock to the right.  In the car without ABS, turning the steering wheel made no 
difference to the direction of travel of the vehicle, and the car continued towards the 
cone.  When the brakes were released, the tyres regained grip, and the car steered 
away from the cone.  In the car with ABS, when steering hard to the right, the car 
responded by turning away from the cone without releasing the brakes.   

 

 

 

 

Morning group 

Then each person drove the BMWs on their own to try at drifting/skid control, while 
the instructors stood in the middle of the circuit giving instruction as the drivers went 
round.  The idea was that the back of the car drifts out, while keeping the car going 
round the circuit without it turning 360 degrees. All this was undertaken in a 
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clockwise direction.  It was then back into the cars to try the same manoeuvre in an 
anticlockwise direction.   

 

 

 

Afternoon group 

 

More afternoon group 

The session lasted approximately two and a 
half hours and at the end everyone was 
presented with a “Certificate of Attendance”.  A 
good day was had by all. 

I took photographs of everybody during their 
skid pan session, and some images are more 
dynamic than others.  If you would like a 
photographic record of the day, I am happy to 
supply prints at cost, which will be 25p each.   If 
you would like any prints, please email me 
iam.events@bamicrographics.co.uk and let me 
know who you are on the group photographs, 
or see me at a group meeting. 

 

Barry Alexander  Events Co-ordinator 
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COLCHESTER HOSPITAL RADIO FUN DAY - 27TH MAY 2013 

The Colchester Group of the Institute of Advanced Motorists had a stand at the 
Hospital Radio Fun Day in Lower Castle Park to raise public awareness of the IAM 
in general, and our group.  We had the usual display boards, but with all new 
material for people to look at.  Roy Tolley of Colchester kindly donated a Citroen 
DS3 for the day, for people to sit in and go through the cockpit drill.   

The stand was manned on the day by me, Pat Corps and Heather McCabe.  Apart 
from people being able to ask us about the IAM, we also had a quiz for them to fill 
in, with a half an hour observed drive as the prize for the person with the most 
correct answers.  The quiz was devised by Sarah Woodcock, who came to help us 
man the stand in the afternoon, and will be carrying out the observed drive for the 
winner.  We had 39 people take part in the quiz, and one person had 25 out of 26 
correct answers.   

We also had a number plate to hold up which had to be read from the standard 20.5 
metres distance.  A number of people took part in this, with only one failure due to 
not having their glasses with them!  (Hopefully that person did not drive to the event, 
but we are not sure!)   

 

Heather om duty at the stand 
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There was a good amount of interest, and we hope some of the people who took 
part in the quiz will come to one of the group meetings as guests, and maybe sign 
up for the “Skills for Life” programme.   

We have been invited to attend a couple more events later this year, and this is 
something we are discussing.   

We were lucky again to have a very sunny day!   

Barry Alexander  

Events Co-ordinator 
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AGM NOTICE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by order of the Group Committee that the Annual General 

Meeting of COLCHESTER GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS will be held at 

7.30pm on Tuesday 16
th

 July 2013 at Marks Tey Parish Hall to enable the Trustees of the 

Group (Registered Charity No.1049474) to present their Annual Report and accounts for the 

year ended 31.3.2013 for approval by the Group members and to conduct an election. 

Secretary's name: Robert Jezierski    Date: 06.06.2013 

Address:  42 Robinsbridge Road    Group No: 2137 

Coggeshall CO6 1UL 

All members, Associates and Friends are invited to attend, but only Fully Paid Up Members 

of the IAM and of the Group may vote. 

A Member entitled to vote at the General Meeting may appoint a proxy to vote in his/her 

stead A proxy need not be a Full Member of the Group. 

CURRENT OFFICERS 

All Officers retire annually and may offer themselves for re-election (Group Rule 3.4). 

Pat Corps Chairman Offering to stand for re-election 

Vicky de-Vries Vice Chair Not standing for re-election 

Robert Jezierski Honorary Secretary Offering to stand for re-election 

Robert Murray Honorary Treasurer Offering to stand for re-election 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

One third of the Committee (excluding Officers) must retire annually and may offer 

themselves for re-election (Group Rule 3.4). 

A. RETIRING BY ROTATION AND STANDING FOR RE-ELECTION 

Brian Davies Associate/Observer Co-ord  

John Holmes Newsletter Compiler  

Ron O'Hare Raffle and Shop  

B. RETIRING BY ROTATION AND NOT STANDING FOR RE-ELECTION 

Jane Wood Refreshments  

C.COMMITTEE MEMBERS NOT RETIRING AND NUMBER OF YEARS REMAINING 

Barry Alexander Events 2 years remaining 

Louisa Davenall Minutes Secretary 2 years remaining 

Heather McCabe Membership Secretary 1 years remaining 

Rob Wilson Webmaster 1 years remaining 
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COMMITTEE NOMINATION FORM 

As notified separately, the AGM is being held on 16th July 2013 

Nominations are invited from Full Members to stand for committee. The Nominee must be willing to stand 

for the committee and sign the Nomination Form. By signing the Nomination Form the Nominee is 

affirming his/her ability and intention, if elected, to attend committee meetings regularly. 

Please note – You may not stand for the Committee if the law debars you from being a Charity Trustee. 

Only Fully Paid Up Members of the IAM and of the Colchester Group may nominate Committee Members 

or be nominated as Committee Members. 

This Nomination Paper must be returned to the Group Secretary at least seven days before the election – i.e. 

by 9th July 2013 (Rule 3.5). 

All Officers, and one third of all other Committee Members, must retire annually by rotation and may offer 

themselves for re-election by Group Full Members (Rule 3.4) 

Those elected become Charity Trustees of the Group. 

NOTE 

The total number of Committee Members including the Officers must not exceed twenty. Please see 

NOMINATION PAPER for further detail. 

OFFICERS 

POSITION  NAME NOMINATED BY SECONDED BY 

Chairman    

Vice Chair    

Honorary Secretary    

Treasurer    

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

NAME NOMINATED BY SECONDED BY 
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COLCHESTER ADVANCED MOTORISTS 

(Registered Charity No. 1049474) 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

16th July 2013 

AGENDA 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

2. MINUTES of the 2012 AGM (Resolution No 1) 

3. MATTERS ARISING from the 2012 AGM 

4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

5. SECRETARY’S REPORT 

6. TREASURER’S REPORT AND ADOPTION OF ACCOUNTS (Resolution No. 2) 

(Resolution No. 3) 

7. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

8. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE 

9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

NOTE:- 

i. Questions from members will be invited following each report 

ii. Voting by Full Members only 

Resolutions:- 

1. That the Minutes of the 2012 AGM be approved as a true record 

2. That the Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended 31.3.2012 be approved. 

3. That the Committee be authorised to change the subscription for 2013 if it is deemed 

necessary. 
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COLCHESTER GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS INCOME AND 
EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2013 

 2013   2012  

 £ £  £ £ 
Income      
CAF Subscriptions 75    90   
NatWest Subscriptions 905    645   

  980    735  
IAM Associate Receipts  565    372  

      

  1,545    1,107  
Expenditure      
Marks Tey - Hall Rental 240    206   
Training 0    0   
AGM - Fish supper 103    75   
Printing 295    296   
Stationery and postage 427    124   
Insurance 60    60   
Sundry expenses -22    51   
Cones 0    89   
Web site 0    180   
Speakers 0    25   

      

  1,103    1,106  
      

Operating income  442    1  
      

Interest income  6    10  
      

Net income  448    11  
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COLCHESTER GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS BALANCE SHEET AT 31 
MARCH 2013 

 At.31.03.13  At 31.3.12 

 £  £ 
Payments in advance    
Hall rental 0  60 

    
Bank accounts    
CAF Current 225   120  
Nat West 1,436   983  
CAF Gold  1,220   4,615  
Virgin Charity Deposit - 2.6% 4,000   - 

    

 6,881   5,718  

Less:-    
Deferred income    
Subscriptions received in advance -550   -395  
Skid Pan contributions in advance -500   - 

 -1,050   -395  

    
Net assets 5,831   5,383  

    
Represented by    

    
Income Fund    
Balance 1 April 2012 5,383   5,372  
Net income for the year 448   11  

    

Balance 31 March 2013 5,831   5,383  
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MINUTES OF A.G.M.  FOR THE COLCHESTER GROUP OF THE I.A.M. 

The 28th Annual General Meeting of the Colchester Branch of the I.A.M. was held 
on Tuesday 17th July 2012  at  Marks Tey Village Hall. 

The meeting started at 20.00 and there were approximately 27 persons  present, 
comprising full members, associate members and guests. 

Committee members present        Pat Corps, Vicky de Vries, Barry Alexander, Jane 
Wood, , Brian Davies, John Holmes, Ron O’Hare, Clive Purett, Robert Murray, 
Heather McCabe, Rob Wilson and Colin Turner 

Apologies for absence         Rob Harding and Jessie Hill. 

Minutes Copies of the minutes of the previous AGM were circulated, read, 
agreed and approved.  

Proposal to accept the minutes as accurate.                                            
Proposed by Vicky de Vries, seconded by Pat Corps. Voted and 
carried. 

Matters arising from minutes      None 

The Chairman’s Report A print-out is attached to the Master minutes.  

The Secretary’s ReportA print-out is attached to the Master minutes. 

The Treasurer’s Report  Robert’s report can be seen in full in the June 
2012 newsletter. The balance on all accounts, as at March 31st 2012 is;- £5383.00. 

There is a list of expenditure over the year, alongside the income generated by 
member subscriptions etc. 

 Proposal to adopt the accounts as accurate.                                                

Proposed by Pat Corps, seconded by Ron O’Hare. Voted and carried. 

Pat posed the question of transferring to a higher interest account, Robert will look 
into the possibilities of such action. 

Pat went on to explain that when Phil was treasurer, he also did membership and as 
the two roles overlapped, it was difficult to ascertain what was what, but  since Nick 
separated these two sections to be totally independent, with Heather doing 
membership, everything is now clear. 
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Election and/or re-election of committee members 

 

Chairman            Pat Corps standing for re-election as Chairman. 

Proposed by Clive Purett     Seconded by Barry Alexander.  Voted and 
carried. 

Vice Chair     Vicky de Vries is standing for re-election to this post. 

 Proposed by Jane Wood, seconded by John Holmes,.  Voted and carried. 

Hon Secretary       Clive Purett  is standing down from this post. 

 Robert Jezierski has agreed to take on this position. 

 Proposed by Vicky de Vries,, seconded by Pat Corps.   Voted and carried. 

Treasurer            Robert Murray is standing for re-election as Treasurer. 

Proposed by Clive Purett,   seconded by Sarah Woodcock.  Voted and carried. 

 

Committee          Clive Purett is  standing down as Hon Sec and Colin Turner is 
standing down as Minutes Secretary. 

Barry Alexander is standing for re-election as Events Co-ordinator, passed 
unanimously. 

 The other committee members all retain their posts. 

 

Heather McCabe -- Membership Secretary. 

Jane Wood  -- Refreshments..   

Brian Davies – Associate/Observer Co-ordinator. 

John Holmes – Newsletter Editor. 

Rob Wilson  -- Website 

Ron O’Hare – Raffle & Shop. 
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We welcome Robert and Louisa to the committee.   

  Robert as Hon Sec and Louisa as Minutes Secretary.  

  Proposed by Pat Corps, seconded by Vickt de Vries,  voted and carried. 

   

The next committee meeting is at Pat’s house on Wednesday 25th July. 

 

Any Other Business   An issue arose with regard to the Charities Commission. 

We should have been registered with them for several years, but this hasn’t 
been done, as Robert didn’t know about it. Apparently we need a password 
for their website and nobody knows what it is. 

Robert suggested that he drafts a letter in Pat’s name to get a new password, 
then we can update for the missing years etc. 

Clive has been told that the WHOLE committee are trustees of the group and 
this information will need updating also. 

Discussion took place from the floor in this regard. 

This section of the AGM finished at approx 8.30pm. 

Our Ipswich IAM Examiner, Bob Gosden entertained with a shortened talk about 
taking the IAM test, including several police anecdotes etc. 

A fish and chip supper, general discussion and the raffle followed and the meeting 
broke up at approx 10.00pm. 

Signed ( Chairman) ……………………    Date ……………. 
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ASSOCIATE INFORMATION 

As at 23rd January there were eleven associates awaiting an observer to come free; 
as soon as there is an observer free to take you on, you will be contacted and your 
first drive arranged.  

The observed drive is not the only aspect of training, the training meetings are 
equally important and much essential information is obtained from them. Associates 
are reminded that attendance at these is mandatory and also demonstrates their 
commitment to the idea of advanced driving and the Colchester group.   

While you are waiting to start the practical side, please read your copy of PASS 
YOUR ADVANCED DRIVING TEST. This will mean that when you do start you'll 
have a good idea of what's involved.  If you want to ask any questions please feel 
free to give me a call, otherwise I am usually at the group meetings and will be 
happy to talk to you there. 

Would all associates taking the test please let their observer know what the 
test date is and let me know the result. You may think HQ Test Examiners keep 
us informed, but it is not part of their brief so we will not know otherwise. Many 
thanks. 

Our list of Observers 

Pat Corps * Louisa Davenall 

Ralph Young* Vicky de-Vries* 

Brian Davies Sarah Woodcock 

Ian Scott-Thompson  

*DENOTES SENIOR OBSERVER 

Martin Egner who passed in March his Observer was Ian 

Ben Conway who passed in April hisObserver was Sarah 

Kevin Beech who passed in May his observer was Louisa 

 
  

Brian Davies  

Associate co-ordinator 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists - President: Ralph Young 

 

COMMITTEE    

 
Chairman 
Pat Corps 

  

 

 
Deputy Chair 
Vicky de-Vries 

  

 

 
Honorary secretary  
Robert Jezierski 

  

 

 
Membership secretary 
Heather McCabe  

  

 

 
Honorary Treasurer 
Robert Murray 

  

 

 
Associate/Observer 
Coordinator 
Brian Davies 
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Webmaster  
Rob Wilson  

  

 

 
Newsletter Compiler 
John Holmes 

  

 

 
Events co-ordinator 
Barry Alexander 

  

 

 
Minutes secretary  
Louisa Davenall 

  

 

 
Catering 
Jane Wood 

  

 

Shop & Raffle  
Ronald O’Hare 
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EVENTS 

All evenings are for all members and associates these will be held at:  

Marks Tey Parish Hall  
Old London Road. 
Marks Tey,  
Colchester 
CO6 1EN 

All meetings will be held in the small room 

except April, June and November 

which will be held in the council 

chamber 

 

It is a requirement for associates to attend training sessions to enable them to be 
familiar with advanced driving techniques and skills, prior to, and alongside their 
observed drives. It is also important that those of you who have already passed your 
advanced test attend, to further your skills as an advanced driver 

2013  

June 18th 
Group meeting training night  practical training on 

manoeuvring followed by Observers training 

July 16th 
Group meeting with a question and answer session by the 
Colchester IAM examiner  Mick Spalding plus the AGM 

August  20th Group meeting Sir Bob Russell MP for Colchester 

September 17th 
Group meeting – provisionally a talk by Shane Barker from North 
Essex Tyres 

October 15th Group meeting training night followed by Observers training 

November 19th Group meeting – details to be finalised 

December 17th Group meeting training night followed by Observers training 

2014  

January 21st Group meeting – Chairman’s quiz 

February 18th Group meeting training night followed by Observers training 

All meetings start with tea and coffee 

Training nights start at 7:30 and may include a raffle; followed by Observer training 
at 9:00  
Other night’s doors open at 7:30 for an 8:00 start and include the buying of raffle 
tickets 


