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EDITORS NOTES: 

Welcome to the December edition of Six Point Six for 2013. As well as the normal 
reporting of our monthly meetings this edition includes articles on the MOT, 
feedback on the EU automated driving proposal and another piece by Peter Soul.  

Just a reminder that if anyone has any motoring stories they wish to include in the 
magazine; please E-mail articles to me or any other committee member who can 
forward it for you. 

If anyone requires any IAM merchandise please contact Ron O’Hare 

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Andy Blanche, Geoff Marcoolyn, Linda Dingwall, Alex Woolmore and 
Susan Webster. 

WHY IS IT CALLED 6.6? 

Did you know at 30 miles per hour you are travelling at 6.6m every half a second?  
This means if it takes you half a second to react, you have travelled another 6.6m – 
that is why planning is better than reacting.  6.6 magazine’s title reminds readers of 
this fact.   

 

The Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists is a Registered Charity - No. 1049474 and is affiliated to the Institute of 
Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998: Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists advises members that their personal 
details; name, address and telephone number, are held on computer.  Members are assured that these details will be 

used only for Group administration purposes and will not be passed on to any third party. 

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists or the Institute of Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

 

John Holmes  

Editor   
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MEETING REPORTS 

October Meeting 

This month’s training by Pat was a good follow on from September’s presentation by 
North Essex Tyres as it covered grip and stability.  

He explained that there is limited grip available from tyres and this grip is used for 
both steering and braking /acceleration. Heavy braking or acceleration leaves little 
left for steering; a more moderate approach gives room for both. 

Developing this further Pat went onto explain how weight shifts when you change 
from a steady speed to cornering breaking and accelerating. When you accelerate 
weight shifts to the front so most grip is there, conversely when breaking weight 
shifts to the back. On cornering if going left weight goes right and vice versa so the 
more extreme the manoeuvre the more extreme the weight distribution. There was 
then an opportunity for questions and the meeting finished with a raffle.

Weight is evenly 
distributed

Weight shifts to the back

Weight shifts to the front

Weight shifts to the outside
Of the curve

Weight shifts to the 
outside of the curve & 
to the front

Weight shifts to the 
outside of the curve 
and to the back

Vehicle balance 
and tyre grip

Steady speed

Accelerating

Braking

Cornering

Cornering 
& braking

Cornering & 
accelerating
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Pat going making a point on visibility around corners 
 

 

Stephen Wilson receiving his “first” 
certificate from Pat, this is the only one 
given to an associate from our group 
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November meeting 
 
 

 

This was a presentation by Dick Barton, one of the Colchester guides of some of the 
parts of Colchester’s history. 

The earliest record of Colchester’s existence was a reference by the Roman writer, 
Pliny the Elder in AD77. In describing the island of Anglesey, he wrote that ‘it is 
about 200 miles from Camulodunum, a town in Britain'. Camulodunum being the 
pre-Roman name for Colchester. This is the first known reference to any named 
settlement in this country. 

The borough coat of arms was originally granted by Henry V on 7 July 1413. The 
red represents the blood of Christ; the green cross, the living cross of Saint Helena; 
the three crowns, the three Kings from the Nativity Story; and the nails holding the 
three crowns, the nails which held Christ to the cross. 

St. Helena was traditionally born in Colchester in the 3rd Century AD. In the early 
fourth century she made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and discovered the true 
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cross growing as a tree at Golgotha. Later she is said to have discovered relics of 
the Magi, she was also the mother of Constantine. 

The arms were altered at the time of reformation so as not to appear idolatrous. The 
living cross was changed to two white ragged staves and the nails were removed. 
The town council reverted to the original arms in 1915. 

A very interesting presentation which, because of time constraints, could only just 
scratch the surface of the subject. 

 
Peter Inson receiving his certificate from Pat 
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DRIVERS WARY OF SAFETY BENEFITS OF EU VEHICLE CONTROL 

 

Three quarters of drivers are concerned that the use of Intelligent Speed 
Adaptations (ISAs) will compromise safety, according to research by the Institute of 
Advanced Motorists (IAM). 

Last month, the EU announced that they were considering rules for new cars to be 
installed with Intelligent Speed Adaptation (ISA) technology. This would be capable 
of detecting limits through cameras or satellites and automatically applying the 
brakes. Existing vehicles could be forced to be retrofitted with the devices. 

Seventy-eight per cent of drivers don’t want to see the retro fitting of ISA technology 
onto older vehicles. 

Fifty-seven per cent of drivers feel that ISAs won’t have a positive impact on road 
safety – avoiding crashes, deaths and injuries. 

There is overwhelming support for ISAs when vehicle control remains with the 
driver. Sixty-seven per cent of respondents would prefer ISAs to operate with 
warning messages with no control of the vehicle. 

Respondents do feel that there are some benefits to ISAs. Fifty-two per cent see a 
reduced likelihood of speeding convictions and less money spent on traffic calming 
measures such as road humps. 

Thirty-one per cent of respondents feel that, if enforced, ISAs should be restricted to 
younger drivers, newly qualified drivers and drivers with previous road-related 
convictions. 

IAM chief executive Simon Best said: “ISAs could help to save lives but it’s clear 
that drivers remain dubious about the benefits of the technology. More research into 
the benefits would help to reassure the public that this will improve road safety. 

”Unfortunately, over a third of respondents see this as a way of controlling drivers, I 
believe if drivers are trained properly and have access to on-going learning, the 
government would not need to enforce ISAs.” 
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A PHYSICIST WRITES .  . (APRIL 2013) 

This is an instance of a regular column Peter Soul writes for the Thames Valley IAM 
group  

Since last month I’ve thought of more features that I shall want to look out for when I 
choose a new(ish) car soon. Forgive me for using these columns as my aide 
memoire, but I don’t want to have to write everything down elsewhere at this stage 
and risk losing the list! 

Item: headroom. My Toyota Corolla gives me just half an inch of clearance in the 
driving seat – and a negative amount in the back, not that I ever need to sit there. 
But other people do sometimes, and I feel that if I apologize to them for the lack of 
vertical space, I am drawing attention to their height (and if I don’t apologize, maybe 
I’m pointing to their lack of it). There’s no reason, surely, why an otherwise well-
equipped car can’t be made to accommodate a six-footer, front and back. 

Item: a proper handbrake (ie, the lever with the button on the end). Some cars now 
have a lever or a button that applies the rear brakes electrically. Whether or not this 
is a good thing, it’s worrying that the systems differ between manufacturers. For 
example, the button or lever can be in various places. And you may have to push it 
to apply the brakes and pull to release, or else the other way round (I’ve read that 
you might even have to use the left foot to apply them, and then the right hand for 
release). The system may or may not operate automatically when you turn off the 
ignition. It may even be programmed so that the brakes are applied (and the ignition 
cut) when all you are trying to do is open the door, lean out and see exactly what 
you are reversing into. 

It does seem that most electrical systems release the brakes automatically at just 
the right moment to allow you to move off smoothly, even uphill (with a bit of 
practice) – which you might expect to be a difficult operation to program in. And at 
least this would mean an end to my occasional experiences of driving off and feeling 
that the car isn’t quite pulling as it should do (until I notice the warning light)! But 
really, to me an electric ‘handbrake’ is simply an unnecessary extra bit of technology 
that could go wrong. Not to mention being likely to get you out of the habit of using 
an ordinary handbrake in other cars. 

Item: old tyres. What I mean is that I want my next car to have worn-down tyres, so 
I’m not tempted to keep them. After all, they might easily have been damaged 
internally by being driven up on to kerbs, down into potholes, or when under-
inflated. Far better, it seems to me, to replace the tyres immediately you acquire a 
used car. 
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But what a minefield I shall have to tread (sorry)! There’s a new EU label on all tyres 
which gives the manufacturer’s rating for fuel economy (ie, low rolling resistance), 
braking grip in the wet, and external noise. But what about how loud they sound 
from the driving-seat? Their handling in the dry, and on bends? Their likely lifetime 
in terms of miles? And how quickly the performance falls off as they wear? 

Even Which? magazine, which prides itself on its thorough testing of tyres, doesn’t 
distinguish between them on this last count, merely warning that road grip will 
reduce “well before the tread depth reaches the legal limit of 1.6 mm.” (As will the 
ability to channel water away from where the tyre is in contact with the road, surely.) 
And yet Which? then compares all the tyres on test for their estimated lifetime 
mileage right down to this tiny depth, as if encouraging you to go for it: how 
perverse is that? 

Not that I shall be selecting (and spending extra on) my new tyres to get the 
maximum mileage – where’s the advantage in this, when I might suffer a puncture 
at any time and then feel that my investment is forcing me to have it repaired, when 
I would be safer with a replacement tyre? The other aspect is that all tyres start to 
deteriorate after a while, and should be replaced before they are ten years old. 
Hence if your annual mileage is low, long-wearing tyres are no benefit for you. 

And curiously, they deteriorate faster when not in use (especially if being exposed to 
the elements). The reason is that the rubber contains preservative chemicals that 
only get released to do their stuff while the tyre is being flexed. Because of this, the 
maximum age you should allow a spare tyre to reach (if it’s not been used at all) is 
six years. So do you know how to find and read a tyre’s production date? Look for 
the word DOT on the sidewall and then, to the right of it, four digits (possibly in an 
oval). For example, 4506 means Week 45 of 2006: if it’s your spare tyre, scrap it 
now! But I must finish off my wants-list... 

Item: if my next car comes fitted with an audible warning of the distance to an 
obstacle behind when I’m reversing, I would like this feature to work not in reverse 
gear when required. After all, I could be facing uphill and aiming to roll gently back 
on the brakes into a tight parking position, in neutral. I wouldn’t want to have to 
select reverse and risk a sudden lurch, just to get the warning signal. 

If all these wishes of mine are met, I shall be well pleased. You may recall from last 
month that a particular requirement is auto-gears, so ought I also consider the 
option of an electric car – the ultimate no-gear-change vehicle? The trouble is, every 
other month I seem to see alternating good and bad news about the future 
prospects of this catagory, and the good doesn’t cancel out the bad in my mind: I 
experience ‘range anxiety’ just thinking about electric cars, so I don’t know how their 
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owners cope with it! And like most drivers, I sometimes have to make journeys that 
are well over the nominal 100 mile range. So electric is out. 

Now, did you notice a linguistic error near the start of this column? I left it there (as a 
talking-point) instead of going back and correcting it after I looked it up out of 
curiosity. I’m referring to the first “Item:”. I always thought that when used like this, it 
was short for “Here’s an item in my list.” But in fact it’s the Latin word item, meaning 
“also” (which I suppose I ought to have remembered from school Latin classes 55 
years ago). Hence it should only be used in a list against the second and 
subsequent, er, items. My mistake was to use it for the first one. 

Over time, “item” also became an English noun of course, meaning first anything 
that was in a list and then, well, anything at all really. It’s hard to think of another 
word (except perhaps “thing”) that does this job so well ... just as I can’t yet imagine 
another car suiting me and my driving as well as my Corolla has done for twelve 
years! 

 

Peter Soul 
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D.V.S.A. 

A new agency with responsibility for maintaining vehicle standards was launched on 
28 November 2013  as the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA 

The new agency, which employs 4,600 people throughout the UK, will replace the 
Driving Standards Agency (DSA) and the Vehicle and Operator Services Agency 
(VOSA) with responsibilities for setting, testing and enforcing driver and vehicle 
standards in Great Britain. 

There will be a gradual introduction of the new agency name ahead of the formal 
launch in April 2014, with no change to the level or quality of services during the 
transition period. 

DSA and VOSA will be incorporated within the new agency and the new branding 
will reflect this until their services and trading funds are brought together over the 
next financial year. 

DSA improves road safety in Great Britain by setting standards for driving and 
motorcycling, and for the education and training of drivers and riders. The agency 
also carries out driving and riding tests. 

VOSA provides a range of licensing, testing and enforcement services with the aim 
of improving the roadworthiness standards of vehicles, ensuring the compliance of 
operators and drivers with road traffic legislation, and supporting the independent 
Traffic Commissioners. 

Ministers announced the merger of the Driving Standards Agency and Vehicle and 
Operating Services Agency on 20 June 2013 following a three-month consultation. 
The announcement was published on GOV.UK. 

The chief executive of both agencies is Alastair Peoples, who will become the chief 
executive of the single agency. 

The DVSA will have a broad range of responsibilities, including processing 
applications for licences to operate lorries and buses, operating testing schemes for 
all vehicles, and enforcing the law on vehicles to ensure that they comply with legal 
standards and regulations. 

The agency will also enforce drivers’ hours and licensing requirements provide 
training and advice for commercial operators, investigate vehicle accidents, defects 
and recalls, and run tests for instructors of large goods vehicles, as well as driver 
trainers. 
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NORTH EAST WORST FOR ROAD SAFETY 

The North East of England has seen the biggest increase in accident rates for killed 
and seriously injured people in 2012, according to IAM’s analysis of recent data 
produced by the Department for Transport[1]. 

Figures for 2012 show that the rate[2] of reported killed or seriously injured (KSI) 
casualties in the North East has increased by eight per cent since 2011, an extra 65 
KSI incidents. The South East, which was one of the worst regions for road safety 
last year, has made the biggest improvement with an eight per cent decrease in 
2011/2012. This follows a ten per cent increase 2010/2011. However, London did 
see an increase of 217 in the number of killed and serious injured accidents in 2012. 

The South West saw a six per cent increase in accident rates for the most serious 
crashes with 127 additional killed or serious injured accidents. 

There are reductions in the North West, South East, and West Midlands, cancelling 
out small increases in Yorkshire and Humber, East of England and London, giving 
an overall reduction of two per cent in accident rates for England. 

Region Rate of KSI accidents per million 
population 2012 

Yorkshire and The Humber 458 

East Midlands 454 

South East 453 

East of England 416 

North West 390 

South West 388 

London 363 

North East 353 

West Midlands 342 

A two per cent increase has pushed Yorkshire and Humberside to the top of the 
accident rate table. Per head of population you are more likely to be killed or injured 
in Yorkshire and Humberside than anywhere else in England. 

IAM chief executive Simon Best said: “Drivers across England should not be at 
higher risk just because of where they live. Additional funding should be available to 
those areas with greater road safety problems. What we need is a national road 
safety body with full responsibility for monitoring progress and bringing together best 
practice so that that everyone benefits equally from safer roads.” 
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Region Number 
of KSI 
incidents 
2010 

Number 
of KSI 
incidents 
2011 

Number 
of KSI 
incidents 
2012 

Rate of 
KSI 
incidents 
per mil. 
Population 
2010 

Rate of 
KSI 
incidents 
per mil. 
Population 
2011 

Rate of 
KSI 
incidents 
per mil. 
Population 
2012 

North East 858 854 919 329 329 353 

North West 2,867  2922 2,764 413 419 390 

Yorkshire 
and The 
Humber 

2,379 2,366 2,434  449 448 458 

East 
Midlands 

2,076 2,167 2,076 463 478 454 

West 
Midlands 

1,860 2,020  1,932 341 366 342 

East of 
England 

2,546 2,412 2,460 437 414 416 

London 2,886 2,805 3,022 369 348 363 

South East 3,820 4,221 3,951 448 493 453 

South West 1,960 1,945  2,072 372 368 388 
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NEW CAR SALES INCREASE BY 4% OVER YEAR AND USED CAR VALUES 
INCREASE IN OCTOBER 

October saw another significant rise in new car sales - 4% up on the previous year 
with 157,314 registered. The figures come from the Society of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders which revealed that this October's increase - the 20th in succession - 
brought this year's total to more than 1.95 million cars. This is a rise of 10.2% on 
January to October in 2012. The society now anticipates that the year-end figure will 
hit 2.25 million, compared with last year's 2.07m, which would make this year the 
best since 2007. 

October also saw a 4.5% growth in private sales which were 15.7% higher for the 
year so far. The increase in sales will see a matching rise in the number of drivers 
seeking the best possible deals on car insurance and other motoring essentials. 

The month's 10 best-sellers were the Ford Fiesta in first place (8574 cars), followed 
by the Vauxhall Corsa (5155cars), Ford Focus (5069 cars), VW Golf (4562 cars), 
Vauxhall Astra (4420 cars), Nissan Qashqai (3579) cars, Nissan Juke (2997 cars), 
Vauxhall Insignia (2719 cars), Fiat 500 (2672 cars), and BMW 3 Series (2582 cars). 

The average value of second-hand cars rose by £167 (2.4%) in October compared 
to the previous month, according to new figures. 

Used car prices have increased by around £693 (10.6%) since October 2012, 
according to British Car Auctions - while average mileage also dropped by 2,200 
miles. 

The average age of vehicles was also some three years less on average. 

Cars sold by fleet and leasing companies maintained record-high resale prices at 
over £9,000, as dealers handing out an extra £80 on average for part-exchange 
vehicles compared to September. 

The rise has been attributed to a lack of good quality stock as well as a highly 
competitive used-car market, which has pushed up values to their highest monthly 
levels since 2005. 
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EXHAUST EMISSIONS BEHIND MOT FAILS 

Excess exhaust-emissions levels account for more than a quarter of all MOT 
failures, with a marked difference between petrol and diesel cars. 

Figures released by Redex, which evaluated the data that is submitted to the 
Vehicle Operator and Services Agency by every MOT test facility in the UK, show 
that some 26.2% of vehicles fail for this reason. 

Significantly, 9.7% of petrol cars that were tested failed to meet the required 
emissions standards compared to 3.9% of diesel cars. 

Bruce Ellis, research and development manager at Redex, highlighted a number of 
possible explanations for the difference in MOT emissions failure rates between 
petrol and diesel powered motors. 

He pointed out that diesels operate at lower engine speeds and are therefore a little 
less stressed than their higher revving petrol counterparts, plus petrol cars are 
assessed for a high number of gases and hydrocarbons in the exhaust emissions 
while diesels are only tested for smoke levels. 

The data shows that 47.97 million MOT tests were taken over the full year of 2010 
and the first nine months of 2011. 

A total of 14.43 million MOT test failure reasons were recorded during this time, 
including many that increased the risk of breakdown. 
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DIESELS TO FACE STRICTER MOT TESTS 

Diesel cars are to be judged under stricter criteria as part of MOT tests from 
February 2014. 

Diesel-powered cars that have an exhaust filter fitted as standard when new will be 
checked to ensure that it is still present. Cars that have lost their filter will 
automatically fail their MOT test and will need a new filter fitted. 

The filter is designed to trap harmful diesel particles that would otherwise be 
released into the atmosphere. 

Some drivers have had the filter removed in the belief it would improve fuel 
economy or have opted not to have it replaced. The announcement now makes it 
illegal to drive the car without an exhaust filter. 

"I am very concerned that vehicles are being modified in a way that is clearly 
detrimental to people's health and undoes the hard work by car makers to improve 
emissions standards. It has become apparent that government had to intervene to 
clarify the position on particulate filter removal given the unacceptable impact on air 
quality," Robert Goodwill, the roads minister, said. 

The filters need to be brought up to full working temperature on a regular basis on 
longer distance journeys so they can burn off the soot that collects in them. This 
ensures they are in full working order and able to last a long time. 

RAC technical director David Bizley said: "This is positive step as diesel particulate 
filters have an important role in cleaning up the exhaust and reducing emissions to 
the levels required by law. It is therefore irresponsible to remove them. 

"We can understand why some people might be doing this as they are very 
expensive to replace and sometimes need to be regenerated using specialist 
electronic diagnostic equipment which also can be costly in terms of garage time. 

"RAC patrols, however, are able to do this at the roadside for most modern vehicles 
saving members time and money as they are equipped with the latest technology." 
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ASSOCIATE INFORMATION 

As at 27th November there was two associates awaiting an observer to come free; 
as soon as there is an observer free to take you on, you will be contacted and your 
first drive arranged.  

The observed drive is not the only aspect of training, the training meetings are 
equally important and much essential information is obtained from them. Associates 
are reminded that attendance at these is mandatory and also demonstrates their 
commitment to the idea of advanced driving and the Colchester group.   

While you are waiting to start the practical side, please read your copy of PASS 
YOUR ADVANCED DRIVING TEST. This will mean that when you do start you'll 
have a good idea of what's involved.  If you want to ask any questions please feel 
free to give me a call, otherwise I am usually at the group meetings and will be 
happy to talk to you there. 

Would all associates taking the test please let their observer know what the 
test date is and let me know the result. You may think HQ Test Examiners keep 
us informed, but it is not part of their brief so we will not know otherwise. Many 
thanks. 

Our list of Observers 

Pat Corps * Louisa Davenall 

Ralph Young* Vicky de-Vries* 

Brian Davies Sarah Woodcock 

Ian Scott-Thompson  

*DENOTES SENIOR OBSERVER 

 
 

Brian Davies  

Associate co-ordinator 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists - President: Ralph Young 

 

COMMITTEE    

 
Chairman 
Pat Corps 

  

 

 
Honorary secretary  and 
Deputy Chair 
Robert Jezierski 

  

 

 
Membership secretary 
Heather McCabe  

  

 

 
Honorary Treasurer 
Robert Murray 

  

 

 
Associate/Observer 
Coordinator 
Brian Davies 

  

 

 
Webmaster  
Rob Wilson  
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Newsletter Compiler 
John Holmes 

  

 

 
Events co-ordinator 
Barry Alexander 

  

 

 
Minutes secretary  
Louisa Davenall 

  

 

 
Catering 
Ann Hardwell 
 

  

 

Shop & Raffle  
Ronald O’Hare 
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EVENTS 

All evenings are for all members and associates, these will be held at:  

Marks Tey Parish Hall  
Old London Road. 
Marks Tey,  
Colchester 
CO6 1EN 

All meetings will be held in the small room 

except April, June and November 

which will be held in the council 

chamber 

 

It is a requirement for associates to attend training sessions to enable them to be 
familiar with advanced driving techniques and skills, prior to, and alongside their 
observed drives. It is also important that those of you who have already passed your 
advanced test attend, to further your skills as an advanced driver 

2013  

December 17th Group meeting training night followed by Observers training 

2014  

January 21st Group meeting – Chairman’s quiz 

February 18th Group meeting training night followed by Observers training 

March 18th Group meeting – Basic first aid 

April 15th Group meeting training night followed by Observers training 

May 20th 
Group meeting –more on tyres from North Essex tyres  
(provisional 

May 26th 
Colchester hospital radio fun day – any volunteers to support 
our stand please contact Barry Alexander 

June 17th Group meeting training night followed by Observers training 

July 15th Group meeting details to be finalised plus AGM 

All meetings start with tea and coffee 

Training nights start at 7:30 and may include a raffle; followed by Observer training 
at 9:00  
Other night’s doors open at 7:30 for an 8:00 start and include the buying of raffle 
tickets 
 


