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EDITORS NOTES: 

Welcome to the first edition of Six Point Six for 2015.  

This edition contains details of a proposed boat trip on the Stour plus articles on 
hydrogen fuel cells and a report on new car sales in 2014. 

The committee is always on the lookout for people who can give interesting talks at 
one of our meetings. If anybody knows of anyone who can give a talk or have any 
suggestions for the subject of a talk then please contact any committee member 

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Christopher Angland, Chrisopher Horsnell 

 

WHY IS IT CALLED 6.6? 

Did you know at 30 miles per hour you are travelling at 6.6m every half a second?  
This means if it takes you half a second to react, you have travelled another 6.6m – 
that is why planning is better than reacting.  6.6 magazine’s title reminds readers of 
this fact.   

 

The Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists is a Registered Charity - No. 1049474 and is affiliated to the Institute of 
Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998: Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists advises members that their personal 
details; name, address and telephone number, are held on computer.  Members are assured that these details will be 

used only for Group administration purposes and will not be passed on to any third party. 

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists or the Institute of Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

 

John Holmes  

Editor   
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MEETING REPORTS 

DECEMBER  MEETING 

December’s meeting was a training session let by our chairman Pat and it covered 
night driving, defensive driving if being followed and a demonstration of friendly 
following. 

For driving at night it is essential that the windscreen is clear and all the headlights 
are working. Driving at night requires extra care as you drive beyond the range of 
the dipped bean in daytime driving it is important to keep looking ahead close to the 
car and long distance, during night driving this should be done more frequently. 
Again the aim is to anticipate problems rather than react. During night-time it is 
harder to gauge distances and bends; lampposts can provide some information as 
can a car ahead. 

 

Pat leading the presentation 

At some stage you may think someone is following you in their car. It is important to 
check whether this is the case rather than someone just going in the same direction. 
Some steps that can be taken include coming off and on a motorway at a junction, 
giving opportunities for overtaking and going right around a roundabout and then 
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taking the exit. Once you have confirmed you are being followed then go to a place 
of safety place such as a service station, supermarket or petrol station. Because 
you will be apprehensive it is vital that you concentrate on the road ahead. 

Friendly follow is a police technique for pursuit training some of the considerations 
include adjusting the gap between the cars depending on speed but allow for 
anticipate and allow for a sudden change of direction such as turning down a side 
road. 

A very useful and educational session  

The meeting finished with a raffle. 

JANUARY MEETING 

The evening started with extra culinary delights provided by Ann Hardwell , delicious 
cup-cakes arranged on the table to spell out   I A M   2015   COLCHESTER   and 
some scrumptious sausage rolls. We all had plenty. 

January’s group meeting was the annual chairman’s quiz; there were three teams 
Four Tops, Blues and Unnamed.  Pat had come up with papers of increasing 
difficulty. It started with the “easy” Pot Luck round where we learned that Sarajevo is 
the capital of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Johnny Cash was the man in black.  

 

The winning team the four tops 
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The “medium” difficulty paper was history with questions such as – who was the first 
Tsar or Russia (Ivan the terrible) and who was the first Plantagenet king? (Henry II). 
The last two were “difficult” and covered sport and transport. Questions included -  
Broadhall Way is the home of which football team (Stevenage) and which European 
city is near the port of Piraeus (Athens).  

After completing the questions the Four Tops were the clear winners. The evening 
finished with a good selection of raffle prizes organised by Ron O’Hare; a very 
enjoyable evening. 

 

Ann Hardwell receiving her certificate on becoming a member 
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PLANNED BOAT TRIP  

Through the River Stour Trust a trip is being arranged for Colchester IAM members 
with their friends and families to the Henny Swan. The boat trip starts from the 
quayside at The Granary, Sudbury going through the lock at Great Cornard, 
proceeding to dock at the Henny Swan where we will be eating. The trip takes about 
45 minutes each way, with about an hour and a half at the Swan for food. 

 

The boats to be used, 
depending on numbers will be 
the Edwardian Lady an 
Edwardian style electric boat  

 

 

and the restored Stour lighter 
John Constable 

 

The date has not been finalised, but provisionally it will be Sunday April 12th, 
however that is dependent on the availability of IAM members. I will need to know 
how many people are interested in taking up this offer sooner rather than later, I will 
be asking at February meeting so that a list can be started which needs to be 
finalised by the March meeting.  

The cost of the boat trip will be about £10 per passenger, payable by the March 
meeting. Obviously that does not include drinks and food, which each individual 
passenger will responsible for, payable at The Swan. 
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For those people interested please contact Ron O’Hare 
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TOYOTA TAKES FUEL-CELL CARS FURTHER, PATENTS ARE FREE 

Following the footsteps of rival Tesla, Toyota said it would share its 5,680 patents 
related to its fuel-cell cars for free in a bid to promote hydrogen-powered vehicle 
technology. 

This is the first time the Japanese carmaker has released patents to competitors 
without charging a royalty fee, underscoring the challenges Toyota and other rivals 
face in furthering the mass adoption of fuel-cell technology. 

 “One car company alone cannot create a hydrogen society. It needs to be a 
worldwide effort,” Toyota president Akio Toyoda said. 

In June, Tesla, co-founded by billionaire entrepreneur Elon Musk, took the similar 
step of opening up its patents for the advancement of electric-powered vehicles. 
Carmakers are developing battery electric cars and hydrogen vehicles to meet 
global regulators’ demands to curb emissions. 

Fuel-cell vehicles, or FCVs, run on electricity generated by combining hydrogen with 
oxygen, with only water vapour created as a by-product. 

Toyota’s decision comes ahead of the launch of its new fuel-cell saloon in the US 
and Europe this year. The hydrogen-powered Mirai (which means the future in 
Japanese) will be priced at $57,500 in the US and €66,000 in Europe with a modest 
sales target of 700 units worldwide for this year. Global production volume is 
expected to rise to tens of thousands by the 2020s. With two hydrogen tanks under 
the seats, Mirai has a range of 400-435 miles, and can accelerate from 0-60 miles 
per hour in 9 seconds. A powertrain with an electric motor and fuel cell stack 
replaces the petrol engine. 

The refuelling process is simple It takes a few seconds for the pump to pressurize, 
and then the pump which is like a petrol pump is attached to the hydrogen valve and 
locked it in. The mechanics are remarkably similar to the way a standard petrol 
pump operates, and the entire process takes less than five minutes. The fact that it 
can be powered by human waste is testament to how versatile fuel cell vehicles can 
be."The company said it would offer most of its patents for free until 2020 although 
about 70 patents for installing and operating hydrogen fuelling stations will be 
available indefinitely without royalty charge. 

“Hopefully, by sharing these patents with others, new fuel cell components and 
systems can be refined and improved to increase performance, reduce costs, and 
attract a much broader market of buyers,” Bob Carter, Toyota’s senior vice-
president, said at the Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas. 
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Analysts have said the high costs and the lack of refuelling infrastructure will hinder 
wider use of fuel-cell vehicles, mirroring the hurdles electric vehicles faced in their 
launch phase. 

While Toyota’s move risks compromising its technological edge, Masahiro Akita, 
auto analyst at Credit Suisse, said the need for an industry-wide effort to expand the 
infrastructure for FCVs outweighed the demerits. 

“There’s no point in maintaining a technological lead if the market doesn’t spread,” 
Mr Akita said. 

Most carmakers worldwide are preparing to launch hydrogen-powered vehicles, and 
many are working together to share the costs of developing the technology. 

Nissan, which operates as an alliance with France’s Renault, is working with 
Daimler and Ford to launch an affordable, mass-market fuel-cell car by 2017. 
Honda, which plans to launch its fuel-cell saloon by April 2016, is also working with 
General Motors to co-develop the next-generation fuel cell system. 
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UK NEW CAR REGISTRATIONS REACH 10-YEAR HIGH IN 2014 

2,476,435 new cars were registered in the UK in 2014, the most in a calendar year 
since 2004. 

2014 was fourth-largest of all time; only 2002, 2003 and 2004 saw more cars 
registered. 

2014 market grew 9.3% over the previous year, ahead of the EU average of 5.7%*. 

UK remains second largest market in EU (behind Germany and ahead of France, 
Italy and Spain), and recorded second-largest growth of these top five EU markets. 

Every month in 2014 saw an increase, with December’s 8.7% rise the 34th 
consecutive month of growth. 

There was a huge growth for plug-in car market, which saw volumes quadruple from 
3,586 in 2013 to 14,498 in 2014. 

 TOTAL DIESEL PETROL AFV PRIVATE FLEET BUSINESS 

2014 2,476,435 1,240,287 1,184,409 51,739 1,179,499 1,178,416 118,520 

2013 2,264,737 1,127,414 1,104,592 32,731 1,074,622 1,084,279 105,836 

% change 9.3% 10.0% 7.2% 58.1% 9.8% 8.7% 12.0% 

Mkt share '14  50.1% 47.8% 2.1% 47.6% 47.6% 4.8% 

Mkt share '13  49.8% 48.8% 1.4% 47.5% 47.9% 4.7% 

AFV – Alternative Fuelled vehicle 

 

Best selling cars in 2014 

 CAR NUMBER 

1 Ford Fiesta 131,254 

2 Ford Focus 85,140 

3 Vauxhall Corsa 81,783 

4 Volkswagen Golf 73,880 

5 Vauxhall Astra 59,689 

6 Nissan Qashqai 49,909 

7 Volkswagen Polo 48,004 

8 Audi A3 45,581 

9 Fiat 500 44,005 

10 Nissan Juke 39,263 
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REGISTRATIONS BY MARQUE 2014 

MARQUE 2014

% Market 

share 2013

% Market 

share

Abarth 1,642 0.07 1,352 0.06 21.45

Alfa Romeo 5,523 0.22 5,687 0.25 -2.88

Aston Martin 864 0.03 926 0.04 -6.70

Audi 158,987 6.42 142,040 6.27 11.93

Bentley 1,472 0.06 1,231 0.05 19.58

BMW 148,878 6.01 135,583 5.99 9.81

Chevrolet 2,774 0.11 11,676 0.52 -76.24

Chrysler 1,982 0.08 2,515 0.11 -21.19

Citroen 83,397 3.37 78,358 3.46 6.43

Dacia 23,862 0.96 17,146 0.76 39.17

Fiat 67,162 2.71 60,198 2.66 11.57

Ford 326,643 13.19 310,865 13.73 5.08

Honda 53,544 2.16 55,660 2.46 -3.80

Hyundai 81,986 3.31 76,918 3.40 6.59

Infiniti 746 0.03 386 0.02 93.26

Jaguar 18,401 0.74 16,210 0.72 13.52

Jeep 3,909 0.16 2,229 0.10 75.37

Kia 77,525 3.13 72,090 3.18 7.54

Land Rover 56,200 2.27 54,699 2.42 2.74

Lexus 11,572 0.47 9,014 0.40 28.38

Lotus 235 0.01 256 0.01 -8.20

Maserati 1,194 0.05 319 0.01 274.29

Mazda 37,784 1.53 31,228 1.38 20.99

Mercedes-Benz 124,419 5.02 109,456 4.83 13.67

MG 2,326 0.09 504 0.02 361.51

Mia 5 0.00 5 0.00 0.00

MINI 53,661 2.17 51,933 2.29 3.33

Mitsubishi 15,805 0.64 9,044 0.40 74.76

Nissan 138,338 5.59 117,967 5.21 17.27

Perodua 29 0.00 206 0.01 -85.92

Peugeot 103,566 4.18 105,435 4.66 -1.77

Porsche 9,160 0.37 8,260 0.36 10.90

Proton 11 0.00 20 0.00 -45.00

Renault 66,334 2.68 46,173 2.04 43.66

Saab 3 0.00 3 0.00 0.00

SEAT 53,512 2.16 45,312 2.00 18.10

Skoda 75,488 3.05 66,081 2.92 14.24

smart 4,342 0.18 5,314 0.23 -18.29

Ssangyong 1,542 0.06 662 0.03 132.93

Subaru 2,793 0.11 2,271 0.10 22.99

Suzuki 37,395 1.51 33,088 1.46 13.02

Toyota 94,012 3.80 88,648 3.91 6.05

Vauxhall 269,177 10.87 259,444 11.46 3.75

Volkswagen 214,828 8.67 194,085 8.57 10.69

Volvo 41,066 1.66 32,666 1.44 25.71

Other British 774 0.03 759 0.03 1.98

Other Imports 1,567 0.06 815 0.04 92.27

Total 2,476,435 2,264,737 9.35

YEAR-TO-DATE

% Change
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SAFETY CHARITY: SAT-NAV MAKES DRIVERS SWERVE AND BRAKE 
SUDDENLY 

Distracting satellite navigation equipment caused thousands of motorists to swerve 
or brake suddenly to avoid a collision within the last year, a road safety charity 
survey shows.  

The survey was conducted by Brake – one of the country's leading road safety 
charities - and Direct Line, a motor insurance specialist. It shows that 11% of 18 to 
24-year-old drivers had a “near miss” in the last 12 months while distracted by sat-
nav. 

The percentage fell with age: 7% (aged 25 – 34), 5% (35 – 44), 5% (45 – 54) and 
2% (55 – 64). Motorists aged 65+ - according to the survey – proved immune to 
distraction (0%). 

Brake says there is “some evidence” that relying on sat-nav makes motorists drive 
faster and less observant. Its conclusion is based on research at the Royal 
Holloway University which tested how people react to sat-nav style instructions 
while driving.  

Julie Townsend, Deputy Chief Executive at Brake, said:“Sat-navs have 
revolutionised the way many of us drive, helping us get from A to B without worrying 
about navigation. 

“However, there are potential pitfalls to be wary of that can pose a real danger to 
yourself and other road users. Remember, the sat-nav is there to help you keep 
focused on driving rather than worry about directions, but it's not there to make all 
the decisions for you 

“For many drivers there is an increasing array of technological temptations that can 
pose a deadly distraction. It’s essential to resist ensuring you and others arrive 
safely.” 
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A PHYSICIST WRITES . . . 

 

This is an instance of a regular column Peter Soul 
writes for the Thames Valley IAM group 

 

I like to think of myself as a problem-solver as well as a physicist – though I must 
admit that with some problems I have to wait quite a while for the solution to come 
to me. Let me give you a couple of examples: 

I keep the spare key for my VW Golf in a soft key-case, which I drop into my back 
trouser-pocket when getting ready to go out anywhere. Early this year (as I 
mentioned here) I discovered that it was possible to sit on the key and unknowingly 
depress the unlock button, for long enough to trigger the control system into winding 
down all the windows! Of course I’m talking about when I’m out of sight of the car 
(and maybe not even planning to use it). This has happened four times now, 
including twice when I didn’t notice for some hours that the car was open to the 
elements... 

How to prevent it? I tried to think of a way of covering the buttons with something 
that would be rigid enough to shield them, but thin and soft enough to be 
comfortable to sit on, and which would stay in place on the key (until I needed to 
use it). But nothing came to mind. 

Then last week my eye fell on an item that’s been sitting in my ‘office corner’ for 
decades, as a container for drawing-pins: a old round Anadin tin (remember them?), 
really just a tube of thin aluminium. When I cut off the base, the tube became a 
perfect fit for sliding over the key (changing to an oval shape as it did so) and 
protecting the buttons from my posterior. The longer it takes to solve a problem like 
this, I suppose, the more satisfying is the outcome! 

If I now open the car and get in, here’s my new solution to the second trouble, 
namely the slipperiness (in my hands) of any steering-wheel. Previously I could 
achieve just the right amount of grip, with gloves on or not, by equipping the wheel 
with a suitable cover (from a car-accessory shop). But the problem with the Golf is 
that the wheel is on the stout side. With a cover on it as well, Mrs S’s smaller hands 
can’t get round it – and the whole reason I switched to an automatic was so that she 
would be able to drive the car too. 



                                

14 

My mind went back 50 years to my cycling days, when you wound thin tape around 
your drop-handlebars, making them tolerable to hold anywhere along them. But in 
my memory, the tape was too thin and smooth for my purpose now. Even so, I 
thought I would take a look inside a bicycle shop: my, how the cycling world has 
transformed in half a century! In particular, you can get handlebar tape that’s much 
wider, slightly thicker, and softer and warmer. So I bought some and managed to 
wind it (spaced out) all around the wheel. And we both find it more comfortable to 
grip than anything we’ve driven with before. Another problem solved! 

OK, let’s turn the key ... the first time I did this (with the engine of the Golf cold, I 
mean) I was horrified by the noise: it was approaching that of an old banger. To my 
relief, after 30 seconds the engine quietened right down. Fortunately, before 
contacting VW I looked at the manual. The index actually refers you to Engine 
Noises. And the page itself says: “Starting from cold, the engine may be a little noisy 
for the first few seconds. This is quite normal and no cause for concern.” Normal? 
Really, what on earth has engine design come to, that a car maker needs to tell 
owners not to worry about cold-start rumblings? Can any reader explain? 

Anyway, I soon began to overlook this temporary noise, because on the road the 
engine is practically inaudible and (as I’ve said before) I find the Golf a lovely car to 
drive. Especially for being an automatic: I will never again listen to people who say 
that motoring without changing gear yourself isn’t real driving! In any case, with this 
‘DSG’ auto-gearbox (which is found on many VW-Group models) you can move the 
lever across for full manual control of changing up or down, whenever you want. 
And even during hard acceleration, the gear-change process (manual or automatic) 
is so smooth that I never feel it. 

Like most other automatics I believe, the Golf creeps, meaning that it inches forward 
if left in Drive (or backward if in Reverse) with my feet off the pedals. At first I didn’t 
care for this much, perhaps because of an instinctive dislike of the word ‘creep’! 
Then I started to appreciate the benefits, particularly during slow manoeuvring. In 
fact I now hardly ever touch the accelerator when parking etc: the motion is much 
easier to control with the brake pedal. 

Here is another notable sentence from the owner’s manual, in the section on the 
DSG gearbox: “Never allow the vehicle to roll down mountains or hills in Neutral.” 
This seems eminently sensible – though I looked in vain for advice on how to get 
the car up the mountain to start with. Nor is there a similar warning for owners of 
non-automatic Golfs: are these better able to descend across scree and suchlike? 

Seriously, the instructions go on to say that on steep descents you should move the 
lever across (as I mentioned above) and change down manually, to make use of 
engine-braking. It’s curious then that the Golf supplies rather less of this, in any 
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gear, than did my old Corolla (or Mrs S’s even older Micra). So on a level road, if I’m 
aiming to slow down without foot-braking, I find I have to look and think even further 
ahead, in order to release the accelerator in time. No bad thing of course, and is it 
perhaps a sign that the Golf has an extra-efficient engine? 

But it’s when I’m on a downward hill that I am aware that there’s a computer-brain 
hidden in the car and apparently analysing my every action, because I only have to 
brake for a few seconds and the DSG moves down to a low gear itself, and stays 
there for a while: no need to change manually as instructed. I’m impressed! 
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PENSIONER EARNS VICTORY FOR OLDER MOTORISTS 

A High Court judge has said that motorists should not have their licences taken 
away simply because of their age. 

Ms Justice Simler was speaking as she overturned an earlier ruling to uphold the 
Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency's (DVLA) decision to revoke a 78-year-old 
driver's licence. 

In August 2013 Oxford magistrates said the DVLA had correctly removed Georgina 
Hitchen's right to drive following an accident. 

The agency had declared her unfit due to "cognitive impairment" related to her age, 
but the High Court judge found no valid indication of this. 

The agency cited "lapses" Ms Hitchen suffered during a post-accident driving 
review, including cutting in front of a van, causing it to stop. 

But Justice Simler overruled driving experts, saying that the DVLA lacked medical 
proof to support its age-related cognitive impairment argument. The judge said that 
age exclusively cannot be used to revoke a licence. 
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ASSOCIATE INFORMATION 

As at end of January there were no associates awaiting an observer to come free.  

The observed drive is not the only aspect of training, the training meetings are 
equally important and much essential information is obtained from them. Associates 
are reminded that attendance at these is mandatory and also demonstrates their 
commitment to the idea of advanced driving and the Colchester group.   

While you are waiting to start the practical side, please read your copy of PASS 
YOUR ADVANCED DRIVING TEST. This will mean that when you do start you'll 
have a good idea of what's involved.  If you want to ask any questions please feel 
free to give me a call, otherwise I am usually at the group meetings and will be 
happy to talk to you there. 

Would all associates taking the test please let their observer know what the 
test date is and let me know the result. You may think HQ Test Examiners keep 
us informed, but it is not part of their brief so we will not know otherwise. Many 
thanks. 

Our list of Observers 

Pat Corps * Louisa Davenall 

Ralph Young* Ian Scott-Thompson 

Brian Davies Sarah Woodcock 

*DENOTES SENIOR OBSERVER 

 

 

 

Brian Davies  

Associate co-ordinator 

 



                                

18 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists - President: Ralph Young 

 

COMMITTEE    

 
Chairman 
Pat Corps 

  

 

 
Honorary secretary  and 
Deputy Chair 
Robert Jezierski 

  

 

 
Membership secretary 
Heather McCabe  

  

 

 
Honorary Treasurer 
Robert Murray 

  

 

 
Associate/Observer 
Coordinator 
Brian Davies 

  

 

 
Webmaster  
Rob Wilson  
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Newsletter Compiler 
John Holmes 

  

 

 
Events co-ordinator 
Barry Alexander 

  

 

 
Minutes secretary  
Louisa Davenall 

  

 

 
Catering 
Ann Hardwell 
 

  

 

Shop & Raffle  
Ronald O’Hare 
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EVENTS 

All evenings are for all members and associates, these will be held at:  

Marks Tey Parish Hall  
Old London Road. 
Marks Tey,  
Colchester 
CO6 1EN 

All meetings will be held in the small room 

except April, June and November 

which will be held in the council 

chamber 

 

It is a requirement for associates to attend training sessions to enable them to be 
familiar with advanced driving techniques and skills, prior to, and alongside their 
observed drives. It is also important that those of you who have already passed your 
advanced test attend, to further your skills as an advanced driver 

2015  

February 17th Group meeting training night – The basics IPSGA 

March 17th 
Group meeting - presentation by Peter Inson on Bees and other 
experiences (provisional) 

April 12
th

 Planned boat trip 

April 21st Group meeting training night 

May 19th Group meeting details to be finalised 

June 16th Group meeting training night 

July 21st Group meeting details to be finalised together with AGM 

August 18th Group meeting training night 

September 15th Group meeting details to be finalised 

All meetings in small room start with tea and coffee 

Training nights start at 7:30 and may include a raffle; followed by Observer training 
at 9:00  
Other night’s doors open at 7:30 for an 8:00 start and include the buying of raffle 
tickets 


