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EDITORS NOTES: 

Welcome to the summer edition of 2016; you will notice the front page has changed 
this is to reflect the latest IAM initiative IAM Roadsmart. The main IAM website has 
been re-designed and the link has changed to https://www.iamroadsmart.com and 
the old one links you to the new one. 

This edition mainly contains the information about the AGM but there is also an 
article on diesel emissions. 

The committee is always on the lookout for people who can give interesting talks at 
one of our meetings. If anybody knows of anyone who can give a talk or have any 
suggestions for the subject of a talk then please contact any committee member 

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Sharon Flannery Sam Johnson Graham Witchalls, Barbara Witton Barry Avis, 
Sarah Korimbocus, Colin Bellett  Pat Prestney and John Williams. 

USEFUL WEBSITES 

http://seniorsdriving.caa.ca/ - A Canadian site providing tips and a practical 
assessment for older drivers. 

https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history-vehicle - As it says a government website to 
check mot history and thus mileage etc. 

WHY IS IT CALLED 6.6? 

Did you know at 30 miles per hour you are travelling at 6.6m every half a second?  
This means if it takes you half a second to react, you have travelled another 6.6m – 
that is why planning is better than reacting.  6.6 magazine’s title reminds readers of 
this fact.   

 

The Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists is a Registered Charity - No. 1049474 and is affiliated to the Institute of 
Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998: Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists advises members that their personal 
details; name, address and telephone number, are held on computer.  Members are assured that these details will be 

used only for Group administration purposes and will not be passed on to any third party. 

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists or the Institute of Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

 

John Holmes  

Editor   

https://www.iamroadsmart.com/
http://seniorsdriving.caa.ca/
https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history-vehicle
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MEETING REPORTS 

APRIL 

The subject of this month's meeting was SERP – Safer Essex Roads Partnership 

Our chairman Pat gave a video presentation which lasted around fifteen minutes. 
The partnership includes Essex Police, Essex Fire and rescue service, Highways 
England and the Essex and Herts Air Ambulance Trust. It covered the different 
aspects of what SERP is trying to achieve.  

 

Some of the 
audience at 
April's meeting 

 

The partnerships purpose is to reduce death and serious injury on Essex roads to 
zero which is an ambitious vision and one which they cannot tackle alone, each 
road user plays a part. Each week they surround a town and stop drivers displaying 
the ‘fatal four’ behaviours : speeding, drink or drug driving, not wearing a seat belt or 
using a hand held mobile phone. 

Other teams go into schools to deliver ‘Speed Watch’ 

Also in schools they offer the national Bikeability training scheme to promote safe 
cycling. 

Young drivers up to the age of 25 are also a key group as they make up 30% of all 
deaths and serious injuries among car drivers. 

After the presentation the group discussed various aspects which was followed by a 
raffle. 
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Tom Britton 
receiving his 
certificate 
from Pat 

 

MAY 

At this months meeting our chairman Pat had set up the projector and screen to 
show us a film on Roadcraft. The film was about new traffic police recruits being 
trained over a four week period and at the end of the training took their test. The 
recruits started off in the classroom learning IPSGA with the instructor explaining 
the different elements. 

 

After the classroom session it 
was out onto the road putting it 
into practice at junctions and on 
bends. The limit point was 
explained and how to use it 
effectively on bends in the road. 
Overtaking was practiced in 
order to make progress and one 
of the days was spent on a skid 
pan to learn how a skid could be 
controlled. With a section on 
night driving and how to read the 
road in the dark and another 
section on motorway driving. 



                                

5 

The candidates had to learn how to give a commentary and prioritise the most 
important hazards. At the end of the four weeks training the recruits took their test. 
The film lasted around an hour and a half and was a good insight into Roadcraft. 
The meeting finished off with a raffle draw. 

 

Roger Graham 
receiving his 
membership 
certificate from 
Pat 
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EVENTS 

July Meeting 

We have the welcome return of John McCabe who will be presenting a virtual tour 
of Colchester; as many of you may know John is a Colchester town guide. 

Sunday 2nd October – Driver Experience Day 

This is held at Ford’s test track at Dunton (just off the A127). Note, it’s a test track – 
NOT a race track. We do some braking and steering exercises. Now I know that 
doesn’t sound terribly exciting but it’s an interesting track to drive round and we can 
get you to push your car just a little bit out of its normal operation to find out what it 
can and cannot do in a very safe environment. To be honest, it’s not so much about 
you as a driver – it’s more about your car. I find people drive home from the day with 
a better feeling for their car. Some of our members have been along to this a 
number of times, particularly if they get a new car. The day runs from 9.30 to around 
2.30 and the cost is £15 – well, that’s a minimum – you can pay more. Ford let us 
have the track for free and observers’ time is also free, so it’s effectively a free 
day......but we think we may as well take advantage of you and all money paid goes 
straight to Essex Air Ambulance – so a worthy cause. 

This in an offer from Chelmsford IAM group who should be contacted if anyone is 
interested. 

Future events 

We are continually looking to provide events for the group meetings, items currently 
planned but not confirmed include rescue dogs. We hope to have more information 
in the next newsletter. 
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MINUTES OF AGM FOR THE COLCHESTER GROUP OF THE IAM 

The 31st Annual General Meeting was held on Tuesday 21st July 2015 

Committee members present: 

Barry Alexander;  Pat Corps;  Louisa Davenall;  Brian Davies;  Heather McCabe;  
Robert Murray;   John Holmes; Ron O’Hare 

 

Apologies for absence: 

Robert Jezierski;  Margarite 

Meeting commenced @ 20.00hrs with twenty attendees 

Minutes: 

Previous AGM minutes were agreed with no matters arising 

The Chairman’s report: 

• Pat addressed the fewer number of Associates within the group and the 
low attendance at the meetings generally.  No solutions to this but the 
subject will remain discussed at future Committee meetings.  A similar 
issue with the number of active Observers was noted. 

• Information arising from HQ: 

  Younger driver groups are the biggest risk on our roads 
  We await information regarding the IAM new Regional co-ordinator 
  We are one of the last Groups to computerise 

• Pat mentioned the success of the summer Stour riverboat trip. 

• Apologies from Pat that he had forgotten to bring certificates for two 
recent Associate passes. 

The Hon. Secretary’s report: 

Nothing to report in Robert’s absence. 

The Treasurer’s report: 

Robert Murray ran through the accounts that had been published in the recent six 
point six magazine. 

 

Re-election of Officers and Members: 

• The Officer posts of Chair, Hon. Secretary and Treasurer were retired, as 
required , and Pat, Robert J and Robert M stood for re-election back into 
these posts.  B. Alexander proposed and was seconded by S. Woodcock. 
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• The posts of Minutes secretary and Events secretary were retired by 
rotation and Louisa and Barry stood for re-election.  S. Woodcock 
proposed and R. O’Hare seconded. 

No other re-elections or elections were necessary at this time.  Nobody has stood 
down. 

AGM was closed @ 20.15hrs 

 

This AGM was followed by an excellent speaker, Gary Silver, an independent 
Resilience Pracademic.  Whilst he could have spoken on many areas of his 
expertise, we were informed about ‘Disaster Victim Identification’. 

 

Meeting closed @ 22.00hrs. 
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AGM NOTICE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by order of the Group Committee that the Annual General 

Meeting of COLCHESTER GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS will be held at 

7.30pm on Tuesday 19
th
July 2016 at Marks Tey Parish Hall to enable the Trustees of the 

Group (Registered Charity No.1049474) to present their Annual Report and accounts for the 

year ended 31.3.2016 for approval by the Group members and to conduct an election. 

Secretary's name: Robert Jezierski    Date: 01.06.2016 

Address:  42 Robinsbridge Road    Group No: 2137 

Coggeshall CO6 1UL 

All members, Associates and Friends are invited to attend, but only Fully Paid Up Members 

of the IAM and of the Group may vote. 

A Member entitled to vote at the General Meeting may appoint a proxy to vote in his/her 

stead A proxy need not be a Full Member of the Group. 

CURRENT OFFICERS 

All Officers retire annually and may offer themselves for re-election (Group Rule 3.4). 

Pat Corps Chairman Offering to stand for re-election 

Robert Jezierski Honorary Secretary 

and vice chair 

Offering to stand for re-election 

 

Robert Murray Honorary Treasurer Offering to stand for re-election 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

One third of the Committee (excluding Officers) must retire annually and may offer 

themselves for re-election (Group Rule 3.4). 

A. RETIRING BY ROTATION AND STANDING FOR RE-ELECTION 

Brian Davies Associate/Observer Co-ord  

John Holmes Newsletter Compiler  

Ron O'Hare Raffle and Shop  

Ann Hardwell Refreshments  

B. RETIRING BY ROTATION AND NOT STANDING FOR RE-ELECTION 

Heather McCabe Membership Secretary  

C.COMMITTEE MEMBERS NOT RETIRING AND NUMBER OF YEARS REMAINING 

Louisa Davenall Minutes Secretary 2 years remaining 

Barry Alexander Events Secretary 2 years remaining 

Rob Wilson Webmaster 1 years remaining  
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COMMITTEE NOMINATION FORM 

As notified separately, the AGM is being held on 19
th 

July 2016 

Nominations are invited from Full Members to stand for committee. The Nominee must be willing to stand 

for the committee and sign the Nomination Form. By signing the Nomination Form the Nominee is 

affirming his/her ability and intention, if elected, to attend committee meetings regularly. 

Please note – You may not stand for the Committee if the law debars you from being a Charity Trustee. 

Only Fully Paid Up Members of the IAM and of the Colchester Group may nominate Committee Members 

or be nominated as Committee Members. 

This Nomination Paper must be returned to the Group Secretary at least seven days before the election – i.e. 

by 12
th

 July 2016 (Rule 3.5). 

All Officers, and one third of all other Committee Members, must retire annually by rotation and may offer 

themselves for re-election by Group Full Members (Rule 3.4) 

Those elected become Charity Trustees of the Group. 

NOTE 

The total number of Committee Members including the Officers must not exceed twenty. Please see 

NOMINATION PAPER for further detail. 

OFFICERS 

POSITION  NAME NOMINATED BY SECONDED BY 

Chairman    

Vice Chair    

Honorary Secretary    

Treasurer    

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

NAME NOMINATED BY SECONDED BY 
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COLCHESTER ADVANCED MOTORISTS 

(Registered Charity No. 1049474) 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

19
th

 July 2016 

AGENDA 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

2. MINUTES of the 2015 AGM (Resolution No 1) 

3. MATTERS ARISING from the 2015 AGM 

4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

5. SECRETARY’S REPORT 

6. TREASURER’S REPORT AND ADOPTION OF ACCOUNTS (Resolution No. 2) 

(Resolution No. 3) 

7. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

8. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE 

9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

NOTE:- 

i. Questions from members will be invited following each report 

ii. Voting by Full Members only 

Resolutions:- 

1. That the Minutes of the 2015 AGM be approved as a true record 

2. That the Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended 31.3.2016 be approved. 

3. That the Committee be authorised to change the subscription for 2016 if it is deemed 

necessary. 
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 

FOR THE YEAR 1 APRIL 2015 TO 31 MARCH 2016 

 Year  Year 
 to 31 March 2016  to 31 March 2015 

 £ £  £ £ 
Income      
CAF 
Subscriptions 

30    45   

NatWest 
Subscriptions  

795    803   

  825    848  
AIM Associate 
Receipts 

  186    341  

      

  1,011    1,189  
Expenditure      
Marks Tey - Hall 
Rental 

300    300   

AGM - 
Refreshments 

-   110   

Printing 499    850   
Stationery and 
postage 

453    400   

Insurance -   90   
Website -   180   
Refreshments -   83   
Speakers 104    -  

      

  1,356    2,013  
      

Operating loss  -345    -824  
      

Interest income  38    94  
      

Net loss for the 
year 

 -307    -730  
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BALANCE SHEET 
   

    

AT 31 MARCH 2016    
    
 At 

31.03.16 
 At  

31.03.15 

 £  £ 
    

Bank accounts    
CAF Current 108   192  
Nat West 431   877  
CAF Gold  100   100  
Virgin Charity Deposit - 1.0% 3,725   3,687  

    

 4,364   4,856  

Less:-    
Deferred income    
Subscriptions received in 
advance 

-155   -340  

       

 -155   -340  

    
Net assets 4,209   4,516  

    
Represented by    

    
Income Fund    
Balance 1 April 2015 4,516   5,246  
Net Loss for the year -307   -730  

    

Balance 31 March 2016 4,209   4,516  
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DIESEL CARS' EMISSIONS FAR HIGHER ON ROAD THAN IN LAB, TESTS 
SHOW 

Diesel cars are producing many times more health-damaging pollutants than 
claimed by laboratory tests, with some emitting up to 12 times the EU maximum 
when tested on the road, according to a government investigation undertaken 
following the Volkswagen scandal. 

A Department for Transport (DfT) study of cars made by manufacturers such as 
Ford, Renault and Vauxhall found there was a vast difference in nitrogen oxide 
emissions measured in the laboratory and under normal driving conditions. 

Not a single car among 37 models tested against the two most recent nitrogen oxide 
emissions standards met the EU lab limit in real-world testing, with the average 
emissions being more than five times as high. 

However, the DfT said it had found no vehicles outside the VW group with systems 
in place to deliberately rig emissions figures. Robert Goodwill, the junior transport 
minister, said: “Unlike the Volkswagen situation, there have been no laws broken. 
This has been done within the rules.” 

The minister denied that the findings meant the current emissions testing regime 
was a farce. “But certainly I am disappointed that the cars that we are driving on our 
roads are not as clean as we thought they might be. It’s up to manufacturers now to 
rise to the real-world tests and the tough standards we’re introducing,” he said. 

The DfT exercise was ordered after it emerged that Volkswagen had allegedly used 
technology to cheat emissions tests. It measured NOx, or nitrogen oxide emissions. 
Nitrogen oxide helps to form ozone smog that can badly affect people with chest 
conditions such as asthma. 

The tests were carried out by a team led by Ricardo Martinez-Botas, professor of 
mechanical engineering at Imperial College London. Among the vehicles tested 
were 19 models that meet the latest Euro 6 limit of 80mg/km NOx emissions in 
laboratory tests. Euro 6 was introduced for all new cars sold after September last 
year. 

When driven in a real-world simulation of urban, rural and motorway travel, the 
average was nearer to 500mg/km, with some cars getting close to 1,100mg/km. 

Among the new models tested that are meant to comply with the Euro 6 standard 
were the Ford Focus, which had a real-world emission about eight times above the 
EU limit, the Renault Megane, whose emissions were more than 10 times higher, 
and the Vauxhall Insignia, almost 10 times higher. 

Officials stressed that comparisons directly between models was unfair as they 
were all tested on different days, with varying temperatures and road conditions. 
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The study also revealed that none of the 37 top-selling vehicles that were claimed to 
have met the previous Euro 5 limit of 180 mg/km, in place from 2009 until last year, 
stayed within that legal level when driven on the road. 

The models tested represented 50% of all diesel cars on the roads sold from 2010 
to 2015, the report said. 

The results do not mean any of the manufacturers other than Volkswagen have 
potentially broken any laws, because the only legal standard currently is to meet the 
lab requirement. 

In the US it emerged that the of nearly 600,000 Volkswagen vehicles rigged to cheat 
on diesel emissions tests will have the option to have their cars fixed or bought back 
by Volkswagen, a federal judge said on Thursday. 

VW may have to spend more than $10bn to comply with the agreement it has struck 
with the US Justice Department, according to analysts and sources briefed on the 
deal. The German carmaker admitted in September using sophisticated secret 
software to cheat exhaust emissions tests. 

Industry experts said the car industry faced a crisis similar to recent banking 
scandals. David Bailey, professor of industry at Aston University, said the 
government, manufacturers and regulators needed to act on the results of the study. 

“I liken this to the Libor crisis in banking. There is a fundamental question of 
confidence in the industry, 

” Bailey said. “Clearly the testing regime needs to more accurately reflect the real 
world. That is not happening at the moment, not just in terms of nitrogen oxide but 
fuel efficiency. There is also an issue of accountability and openness for 
manufacturers in terms of what they put into public domain.” 

In the wake of the tests, the government has promised to introduce new “real driving 
emissions tests” from next year. Initially, manufacturers will be able to sell cars that 
produce slightly over double the 80mg/km limit on the roads, but from 2020 this will 
fall to the actual limit. 

The report found big variations depending on outside temperatures, with engines 
producing more emissions when it was cold. 

Manufacturers told the DfT that devices to reduce emissions, called exhaust gas 
recirculation, tended to switch off when it was cold to protect the engine. This partly 
explained the lower lab emission readings, as these were taken at temperatures of 
about 20C. 

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT), which represents the 
auto industry, said it backed the new real-world tests. A spokesman said: “The 
differences between the results from official laboratory tests and those performed in 
the real world are well known, and industry acknowledges the need for fundamental 
reform of the current official test regime, which does it no favours. 
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“SMMT and industry support the introduction of the proposed new and more 
onerous test, which will help to reflect better real-world driving.” 

Friends of the Earth said properly stringent standards would take too long to come 
into force, with tens of thousands of people a year dying early because of poor air 
quality. “This confirms what experts have been saying for years: deadly emissions 
are far higher in the real world than in controlled tests in the lab,” said Oliver Hayes, 
from the group. 
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ASSOCIATE INFORMATION 

The observed drive is not the only aspect of training, the training meetings are 
equally important and much essential information is obtained from them. Associates 
are reminded that attendance at these is mandatory and also demonstrates their 
commitment to the idea of advanced driving and the Colchester group.   

While you are waiting to start the practical side, please read your copy of PASS 
YOUR ADVANCED DRIVING TEST. This will mean that when you do start you'll 
have a good idea of what's involved.  If you want to ask any questions please feel 
free to give me a call, otherwise I am usually at the group meetings and will be 
happy to talk to you there. 

Would all associates taking the test please let their observer know what the 
test date is and let me know the result. You may think HQ Test Examiners keep 
us informed, but it is not part of their brief so we will not know otherwise. Many 
thanks. 

Our list of Observers 

Pat Corps * Louisa Davenall 

Ralph Young* Ian Scott-Thompson 

Brian Davies Sarah Woodcock 

*DENOTES SENIOR OBSERVER 

  

CONGRATULATIONS 

 

 

Brian Davies  

Associate co-ordinator 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists - President: Ralph Young 

 

COMMITTEE    

 
Chairman 
Pat Corps 

  

 

 
Honorary secretary  and 
Deputy Chair 
Robert Jezierski 

  

 

 
Membership secretary 
Heather McCabe  

  

 

 
Honorary Treasurer 
Robert Murray 

  

 

 
Associate/Observer 
Coordinator 
Brian Davies 

  

 

 
Webmaster  
Rob Wilson  
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Newsletter Compiler 
John Holmes 

  

 

 
Events co-ordinator 
Barry Alexander 

  

 

 
Minutes secretary  
Louisa Davenall 

  

 

 
Catering 
Ann Hardwell 
 

  

 

Shop & Raffle  
Ronald O’Hare 
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EVENTS 

All evenings are for all members and associates, these will be held at:  

Marks Tey Parish Hall  
Old London Road. 
Marks Tey,  
Colchester 
CO6 1EN 

All meetings will be held in the small room 

except June which is likely to be 

held in the council chamber 

 

It is a requirement for associates to attend training sessions to enable them to be 
familiar with advanced driving techniques and skills, prior to, and alongside their 
observed drives. It is also important that those of you who have already passed your 
advanced test attend, to further your skills as an advanced driver. 

2016  

June 21st 
Group meeting training night - practical manoeuvring 
weather permitting. 

July 19th 
Group meeting A virtual tour of Colchester by John McCabe 
together with AGM 

August 16th Group meeting training night - Roundabouts 

September 20th Group meeting details to be finalised 

October 2nd Driver experience day at Fords test track Dunton 

October 18th Group meeting training night  

November 15th Group meeting details to be finalised 

December 20th Group meeting training night  

2017  

January 17th Group meeting - Chairman's quiz 

All meetings in small room start with tea and coffee 

Training nights start at 7:30 and may include a raffle;  

Other night’s doors open at 7:30 for an 8:00 start and include the buying of raffle 
tickets. AGM evening will start at 7:30 


