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EDITORS NOTES: 

Welcome to the First edition of 2017; This edition contains items on car tax 
changes, using a phone and driving in Paris. 

The committee is always on the lookout for people who can give interesting talks at 
one of our meetings. If anybody knows of anyone who can give a talk or have any 
suggestions for the subject of a talk then please contact any committee member. 

If Anyone wishes to receive this newsletter digitally rather than on paper please let 
the membership secretary know 

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Mark Wallington, Craig Warner and Christopher Campbell 

USEFUL WEBSITES 

http://seniorsdriving.caa.ca/ - A Canadian site providing tips and a practical 
assessment for older drivers. 

https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history-vehicle - As it says a government website to 
check mot history and thus mileage etc. 

WHY IS IT CALLED 6.6? 

Did you know at 30 miles per hour you are travelling at 6.6m every half a second?  
This means if it takes you half a second to react, you have travelled another 6.6m – 
that is why planning is better than reacting.  6.6 magazine’s title reminds readers of 
this fact.   

 

The Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists is a Registered Charity - No. 1049474 and is affiliated to the Institute of 
Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998: Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists advises members that their personal 
details; name, address and telephone number, are held on computer.  Members are assured that these details will be 

used only for Group administration purposes and will not be passed on to any third party. 

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists or the Institute of Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

 

John Holmes  

Editor   

http://seniorsdriving.caa.ca/
https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history-vehicle
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MEETING REPORTS 

DECEMBER 

By popular demand Pat went through the essential items for winter driving, the 
things to check and the things to carry.  

In winter it is important to check oil and water but also tyre tread depth because of 
the increased likelihood of wet or slippery surfaces. Battery condition is important 
because the colder it is the more the more the battery has to supply to start the car. 
Also the washer bottle needs to be checked because of the greater need to clear 
the screen of mud splashes etc. 

We then moved onto the items to carry where Pat brought out his box of essential 
items. This included a stove and gas cylinder to make a hot drink, water, some food 
that can be heated or cereal bars a blanket and a shovel to help dig you out of 
situations.  

 
PAT'S BOX OF ESSENTIAL ITEMS 

 

Tea lights can be useful for keeping warm rather than using the engine as they are 
inexpensive but give out sufficient  heat to keep you warm.  Also of course warm 
clothing. 
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Other items to be considered include spare bulbs and fuses, washer bottle water, 
oil, pump and tow rope or tow bar.  

What you actually take depends on the journey you are about to make and the type 
of car you have, with a small car there are limits to what can actually be carried. 

 

JANUARY 

This month was the annual chairman's quiz with Pat providing a series of difficult 
questions. The attendees split into three teams; "Tarts +1", "5 brains are better than 
4"  and "Spanish inquisition",  

 

 

TEAMS DEEP IN THOUGHT 

 

Spanish Inquisition were the eventual winners. 

Questions included what is the collective noun for a group of kittens (a kindle), 
Ravens (unkindness); in which country was paper invented in AD105 (China) and 
what did Evangelista Torricelli invent in 1643 (Barometer).  

Anne Hardwell our caterer produced cakes for everyone to enjoy and they were 
very tasty. 



                                

5 

 

THE WINNING TEAM 

 

FEBRUARY 

Pat showed a DVD about positioning to give the best view and safety; this included 
the space needed to safely pass horses, cyclists, parked vehicles and also when 
arriving at junctions.  

He then covered items listed in IPSGA mentioning spaces between vehicles, 
observation of tarmac and tyres when stationary.  

He said that using both brakes and gears is allowed under certain circumstances 
such as turning left. 

Positioning on bends was important and the selection of the correct gear to enable 
smooth transition around the bend. 

He explained the difference between synchromesh gear boxes and crash boxes. 

Advised on the correct hand positions required to obtain safe steering at all times.  
Rule of thumb is to in general pull down on the steering wheel to assure a good grip.  

Rev adjustments to be made to enable a smooth ride by balancing the throttle with 
feathering of the clutch which is now allowable. 

The anticipation of hazards and how to maintain power throughout. through speed 
and gear adjustments. 

Next Pat covered the system of ABS braking and its advantage over older systems. 



                                

6 

He explained the procedure to enable safe progress around bends and how to 
visualise the extent of the bends from not only the chevrons before a bend but also 
the general views available as indicated by hedges, trees and other items. 

When accelerating the front of a vehicle rises and therefore loses grip so steer and 
drive in equal measure. More steer means more drive. 

Pat said that IAM is trying to encourage members who are also Observers to go up 
a grade and train for the Masters Qualification. 

The meeting finished with a Q and A session and then a raffle. 

 

 

Some of the members 
concentrating on Pat's 
presentation 
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CAR TAX IS CHANGING FROM APRIL 2017 

From April 2017, car tax for a new car will depend on its list price and the CO2 band 
it falls into. If your car was first registered before 1 April 2017 then you'll continue to 
pay car tax under the current CO2-based system, but for new cars it's all change 
from 1 April: 

The first year rate will be based on official CO2 figures. 

A flat standard rate of £140 will apply to all cars except those releasing 0 grams 
CO2/km for which the standard rate will be £0. 

An extra charge of £310 a year will apply to cars with a list price over £40,000 in the 
first 5 ‘standard rate years’. 

All vehicles registered in the UK and used on public roads must be taxed. If you’re 
not using it, you must either let the DVLA know it’s being kept off-road with a SORN 
(Statutory Off Road Notification) or continue to tax it. 

The cost of car tax depends on how old your vehicle is and its engine size or official 
CO2 emissions. From April 2017 it’ll depend on the car’s list price when new, too. 
The CO2 figure for your car is on the V5c registration document, as it’s measured in 
official tests before the car’s available to buy.   

Registered before 1 March 2001 

Car tax is based on engine size, as official CO2 data wasn’t generally available. So, 
if the engine is: 

 1549cc or smaller:  £145 a year (2016/17 rate) 

 Bigger than 1549cc: £235 a year (2016/17 rate) 

Registered between 1 March 2001 and 31 March 2017 

There's a series of car tax bands based on official CO2 emissions that your car will 
fall into. 

There’s a different rate for brand new cars for the first year – this ‘showroom tax’ 
was introduced in 2010. The cost then changes to the standard rate from the 
second year. Cars first registered before 1 April 2017 will continue to pay car tax 
under the old system. 

 

Registered after 1 April 2017 

From 1 April 2017, there will be big changes to how cars are taxed. The main points 
are: 

The first year rate will be based on official CO2 figures. 

A flat standard rate of £140 will apply to all cars except those releasing 0 grams 
CO2/km for which the standard rate will be £0. 
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An extra charge of £310 a year will apply to cars with a list price over £40,000 in the 
first 5 ‘standard rate years’. 

CO2 emissions First year rate Standard rate 

0 £0 £0 

1-50 £10 £140 

51-75 £25 £140 

76-90 £100 £140 

91-100 £120 £140 

101-110 £140 £140 

110-130 £160 £140 

131-150 £200 £140 

151-170 £500 £140 

171-190 £800 £140 

191-225 £1200 £140 

226-255 £1700 £140 

256+ £2000 £140 

Historic vehicle exemption 

Cars built more than 40 years ago will be automatically exempt from paying car tax, 
from 1 January 2017. Before 2017 registered keepers had to apply for car tax based 
on historic class. 
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DRIVERS WANT PAPER TAX DISCS BACK AFTER CLAMPING INCREASE 

Calls are being made for the return of the tax disc, after The Times obtained 
information showing that the number of vehicles clamped because of non-payment 
has more than doubled since it was abolished. 

Figures obtained by the newspaper under a Freedom of Information request have 
revealed that the number of vehicles clamped or impounded due to non-payment of 
road tax increased to as many as 12,200 per month last summer.  

This is a dramatic increase on the number of clampings seen prior to the change 
two years ago, when the average was 5,530 cars a month, and there are fears of a 
deficit in the government's finances. 

When the new system was introduced, it was said it would save £14m a year. 
However, this appears to be far from the case, and a recent poll of drivers found 
that three-quarters wanted the tax disc back. 

In the year before the reform the government pocketed just short of £510m a month 
in vehicle excise duty. However, in the six months after the disc was scrapped in 
October 2015 this figure fell to £484.6m a month, falling to less than £476million 
later that year. 

In total, vehicle excise tax collected by the DVLA fell from £6.118bn in the 12 
months prior to the tax's disc abolition to £5.706bn the year afterwards, revealed the 
Times. 

Despite this significant decrease, the DVLA claimed that the losses from the change 
were not as severe as figures suggested. With the introduction of monthly direct 
debits, payments became more spread out than before, thus making it impossible to 
compare annual totals, it claimed. 

The DVLA produced figures to show that after the first year of the new system, the 
sum made from vehicle excise duty fell by £93million – only 1.5 per cent of its total 
revenue. 

Alongside this information, the Times revealed that the DVLA has handed a two-
year contract extension to NSL services, the private company that goes after drivers 
without road tax, and is paid per clamping or removal. 

This revelation prompted many to hail the new system as failing, due to the high 
number of drivers being punished for making a genuine error. 

While the AA called for second reminders to be issued to drivers before their 
vehicles are clamped, the DVLA defended its tough stance. 

A spokeswoman said: "While DVLA does send reminders and last chance notices, 
action will be taken against those who don't tax their vehicles." 
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NEW LAWS FOR DRIVERS CAUGHT USING THEIR PHONES 

New legislation to curb the use of phones at the wheel came into force on 1st 
March, as the police begin a fresh crackdown on distraction driving. It comes after 
22 people were killed and 99 seriously injured in accidents where a driver was using 
their phone in 2015, the latest year with available figures. 

If you’re caught using your phone at the wheel within two years of passing your test, 
you’ll have your licence revoked under the new rules. 

The penalty for using a phone while driving will double to six points and a £200 fine 
from 1st March. 

If you’re a new driver and you pick up six points, you’ll be banned and forced to resit 
your practical and theory exams. 

More experienced drivers can be banned if they pick up 12 points in three years. 

The move comes as the government launches a powerful advertising campaign 
about distraction driving and the police begins a seven day crackdown. 

Police forces will roll out extra patrols with an “increased focus” on stopping people 
using their phones while driving. 

In the last crackdown in January, 3,600 people were handed penalties for driving 
while using their phones. 

Before that, nearly 8,000 drivers were caught using their phones by the police in 
their November crackdown.  

The law stipulates that it’s illegal to use a hand-held phone or similar device while 
driving, or riding a motorcycle. The rules are the same if you’re stopped at traffic 
lights or queuing in traffic. It’s also illegal to use a hand-held phone or similar device 
when supervising a learner driver or rider. 

In one of the new ads, a drunk man suggests swapping places with his sober 
girlfriend, who’s texting while driving him home.  It ends with the message: “You 
wouldn’t drink and drive. Don’t text and drive.” 
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TWO-THIRDS OF DRIVERS SAY THEIR VEHICLES HAVE BEEN DAMAGED IN 
CAR PARKS 

Supermarkets named number one place for vehicles to suffer car park damage with 
only 9% of motorists finding a note on their car from the person responsible 

The everyday task of parking in a car park has led to two-thirds of motorists 
suffering damage to their vehicles, research carried out by RAC Insurance has 
found. 

More than a third (35%) of drivers reported that they had experienced this at least 
once and an unfortunate 31% said they had had it happen on several occasions. Of 
those who have been affected multiple times 28% say they have endured it three 
times and nearly a quarter (23%) have seen it more than five times. 

And, the number-one place for a motorist to have their car damaged is a 
supermarket car park, with half (48%) saying this was where their car picked up a 
scratch or dent. Public car parks such as those in town centres, at leisure centres 
and at libraries were named by 16% of drivers, whereas shopping centre car parks 
were blamed by 11%. Work car parks and privately operated car parks were only 
mentioned by 8% and 4% of those surveyed respectively. 

In the majority of cases the extent of the damage is small – but not to say cheap to 
fix – with 44% saying their vehicle ended up with a little dent or scratch about the 
size of a golf ball. But a fifth (21%) reported their damage was the size of a tennis 
ball. 

Luckily, less than one in 10 (8%) have returned to their car to find a large dent or 
scratch the size of a football. A quarter (25%) say their car suffered some type of 
bumper damage ranging from small to large. 

While the cause of car park vehicle damage in seven in 10 cases (70%) is thought 
to be accidental, the chances of someone owning up to it is extremely rare with only 
9% of motorists saying they found a note on their car from the person responsible. 

This, however, was not a surprise to most as 38% said ‘they wouldn't expect 
anyone to do the right thing and leave a note these days’. Forty-five per cent were 
‘disappointed’ that the perpetrator didn’t have the decency to leave a note and 35% 
described their reaction as ‘angry or upset’. 

Of the 70% who felt the damage was accidental half (53%) felt it had occurred as a 
result of another vehicle hitting or scraping theirs while a third (32%) believed it had 
been caused by a car door being opened onto it. Among those who thought the 
damage was deliberate, 46% thought a car door was the cause and a third (32%) 
said it had been ‘keyed’ with a car key. 

RAC Insurance director Mark Godfrey said: “It’s frightening to think that so many 
motorists suffer damage to their vehicles in car parks and that the people 
responsible hardly ever leave a note. We all use car parks every day so the 
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chances of your car picking up a dent or scratch are pretty high, especially as 
vehicles have got wider over the years while parking spaces generally haven’t. 

 “The best advice to motorists has to be to pay careful attention to where and how 
you park. Always try to leave a good gap either side so you limit the chances of 
someone accidentally opening their car door onto your vehicle’s bodywork or 
scratching it as they walk past. If you are worried the gap is too small it might be 
best to take a couple of extra minutes and try to find a wider space. 

Not many motorists who find their vehicle has picked up car park damage go on to 
claim, presumably because they are fearful of a combination of things including 
having to pay their policy excess, losing their no claims bonus or making their 
premium go up at renewal. You should speak to your insurer if you have suffered 
damage, even if you don’t make a claim. 

 “When taking out car insurance motorists should think carefully about the excess 
value they opt for and consider protecting their no claims bonus so they can have a 
dent or scratch fixed without worrying. If damaged bodywork is left unrepaired 
owners could lose out in the long run as the re-sale value of the vehicle will be 
negatively affected.” 
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COUNCIL RAKES IN £6,000 PER DAY FROM SINGLE BUS LANE CAMERA 

Almost 4,000 motorists a day are fined for driving in bus lanes, with the most 
lucrative camera making £6,000 every 24 hours. 

BBC England contacted 160 authorities responsible for highways in England, 64 of 
which had bus lane cameras. 

Motoring organisation, the RAC, said the cameras had become a "cash bonanza" 
for local authorities. 

Councils say cameras are clearly signed and they expect income to fall as drivers 
learn to stay out of the lanes. 

n total, the local authorities revealed an estimated combined income of £31m for 
2015-16. The figure is likely to be higher as some councils were unable to break 
down figures by individual cameras or lanes. 

The most lucrative bus lane in England is on the northbound section of John 
Dobson Street in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

The council revealed that between 23 February and 31 October 2016 it resulted in 
62,975 penalty charge notices, making a total of £1.5m, equivalent to £5,960 a day. 

About 5,100 drivers caught in the first two months were then given refunds after it 
was found that signs were "inadequately lit" during the hours of darkness. 

Drivers and opposition councillors have said the road layout is "confusing". 

However, Newcastle City Council stressed bus lane cameras were not there to 
make money and the number of fines had dropped "dramatically" over the past 
year. 

A spokeswoman said the bus lane was correctly signposted. 

She said: "Each year, nine million bus passengers travel along John Dobson Street, 
where services have seen a 14 per cent improvement in journey time reliability 
since enforcement started. 

"We would firmly stress that bus lanes are not there to generate income - they are 
there to help us to manage our road networks efficiently." 

In Wolverhampton, two cameras installed to stop people using a bus lane as a short 
cut were making on average £4,750 a day between them. 

The council said people had been misusing the lane when coming in and out of the 
rail station but that it expected the number of fines to fall following a recent change 
in the road layout. 

The fines for driving in bus lanes are £130 in Greater London and £60 outside 
London; £65 in Greater London if paid within 14 days, £30 discounted rate for early 
payment outside London 
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Per day, the top ten most lucrative bus lane cameras are: 

John Dobson Street, Newcastle - £5,960 

Victoria Square, Wolverhampton - £4,750 

Eden Street, Kingston-upon-Thames - £2,661 

Portland Street (SW), Manchester - £2,570 

St Martin's Queensway, Birmingham - £2,400 approximately 

Tyne Bridge Slip, Newcastle - £2,330 

Portland Street (NE), Manchester - £2,292 

London Road, Kingston-upon-Thames - £1,718 

Hunts Bank, Manchester - £1,442 

Southampton Row, Camden - £1,354 
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'CLEAN AIR' STICKERS INTRODUCED IN PARIS  

British motorists visiting Paris, Lyon or Grenoble face a fine if they fail to display a 
"clean air" sticker as the French capital looks to tackle its smog problems. 

Cars, as well as scooters, motorbikes, vans and lorries, must have a sticker 
revealing how much they pollute on their windscreens. Vehicles deemed to be high 
polluters, face being barred from entering Paris on days when air pollution levels are 
high. 

The measures were announced at the end of 2016 as French officials aimed to 
tackle the growing problem in Paris where extreme smog spikes occurred during 
several days of last year. 

The new anti-pollution stickers - dubbed Crit'Air - have now been rolled out for both 
French residents and foreign drivers leaving unsuspecting British motorists open to 
fines from €68 to €135 (Between £59 and £117). French police have, however, 
been told to be lenient in enforcing the new system during its introductory phase.  

The Crit'Air windscreen stickers, which can be ordered online and cost 4 Euros 
(£3.50), have six categories from the cleanest electric or hydrogen vehicles to the 
dirtiest diesel SUVs and high performance supercars. So far, more than two million 
have been ordered. The website that lets motorists order the stickers is currently 
only in French, but there are plans to launch a separate online section for foreign 
motorists by next month. The website is https://www.certificat-air.gouv.fr/en/ 

There are some vehicles that don't have any category and are therefore completely 
banned from driving in the city from Monday to Friday between 8am and 8pm. 
These include anything registered before 1997, scooters and motorbikes from June 
2000 and trucks and busses before 2001. 
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MOT FAILS COULD BE AVOIDED BY BASIC CAR MAINTENANCE 

New figures have revealed that carrying out basic car maintenance could avoid the 
main reasons cars fail their annual MOT. Nearly 50% of all faults found on MOTs 
could be avoided by carrying out regular, simple checks and maintenance, like 
replacing bulbs, wipers and tyres. 

Between April 2015 and March 2016, nearly 1 in 5 cars taken for their MOT had 
problems with lighting and signalling - including simple problems such as blown 
bulbs. 

Top reasons for MOT failures between April 2015 and March 2016 

Type of defect % of MOTs where the defect was found 

Lighting and signalling 18.9% 

Suspension 13% 

Brakes 10% 

Tyres 7.7% 

Issues affecting the driver’s view of the 
road 

7.2% 

Tips to avoid a fail and stay safe 

Make sure that: 

brakes work smoothly and that the vehicle doesn’t pull to one side 

tyres are correctly inflated, have no cuts or bulges, and that they all have at least 
1.6mm of tread 

headlights and other lights work - give them a tap to check they’re not loose or 
damaged and check the colours are correct and match 

windscreen wipers and washers work 

the driver’s view of the road is clear of any obstruction, such as stickers, toys or air 
fresheners 

Car defects contributing to accidents 

The 2015 road casualties report for Great Britain shows that car defects were a 
contributory factor in 1,131 accidents.  

Over 75% of defects that contributed to accidents were either braking or tyre issues. 
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ASSOCIATE INFORMATION 

The observed drive is not the only aspect of training, the training meetings are 
equally important and much essential information is obtained from them. Associates 
are reminded that attendance at these is mandatory and also demonstrates their 
commitment to the idea of advanced driving and the Colchester group.   

While you are waiting to start the practical side, please read your copy of PASS 
YOUR ADVANCED DRIVING TEST. This will mean that when you do start you'll 
have a good idea of what's involved.  If you want to ask any questions please feel 
free to give me a call, otherwise I am usually at the group meetings and will be 
happy to talk to you there. 

Would all associates taking the test please let their observer know what the 
test date is and let me know the result. You may think HQ Test Examiners keep 
us informed, but it is not part of their brief so we will not know otherwise. Many 
thanks. 

Our list of Observers 

Pat Corps * Louisa Davenall 

Ralph Young* Ian Scott-Thompson 

Brian Davies Sarah Woodcock 

*DENOTES SENIOR OBSERVER 

  

CONGRATULATIONS 

 

Brian Roberts passed on 6th December his Observer was Ian 

 

 

Brian Davies  

Associate co-ordinator 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists -  

President:  

Ralph Young 

 

 
 

 

COMMITTEE    

 
Chairman 
Pat Corps 

  

 

 
Honorary secretary  and 
Deputy Chair 
Robert Jezierski 

  

 

 
Membership secretary 
John Holmes 
  

  

 

 
Honorary Treasurer 
Robert Murray 

  

 

 
Associate/Observer 
Coordinator 
Brian Davies 
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Webmaster  
Rob Wilson  

  

 

 
Newsletter Compiler 
John Holmes 

  

 

 
Events co-ordinator 
Barry Alexander 

  

 

 
Minutes secretary  
Louisa Davenall 

  

 

 
Catering 
Ann Hardwell 
 

  

 

Shop & Raffle  
Ronald O’Hare 
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EVENTS 

All evenings are for all members and associates, these will be held at:  

Marks Tey Parish Hall  
Old London Road. 
Marks Tey,  
Colchester 
CO6 1EN 

All meetings will be held in the small room  

It is a requirement for associates to attend training sessions to enable them to be 
familiar with advanced driving techniques and skills, prior to, and alongside their 
observed drives. It is also important that those of you who have already passed your 
advanced test attend, to further your skills as an advanced driver. 

2016  

December 20th Group meeting training night  

2017  

January 17th Group meeting - Chairman's quiz 

February 21st Group meeting training night 

March 21st Group meeting details to be finalised 

April 18th Group meeting training night 

May 16th Group meeting details to be finalised 

June 20th Group meeting training night 

July 18th Group meeting details to be finalised together with the AGM 

August 15th Group meeting training night 

All meetings in small room start with tea and coffee 

Training nights start at 7:30 and may include a raffle;  

Other night’s doors open at 7:30 for an 8:00 start and include the buying of raffle 
tickets. AGM evening will start at 7:30 


