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EDITORS NOTES: 

Welcome to the Summer edition of 2017; This edition contains the AGM papers plus 
articles on future London pollution charge and RAC pot hole report 

The committee is always on the lookout for people who can give interesting talks at 
one of our meetings. If anybody knows of anyone who can give a talk or have any 
suggestions for the subject of a talk then please contact any committee member. 

If Anyone wishes to receive this newsletter digitally rather than on paper please let 
the membership secretary know 

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Elaine Clark; David Croall; Stephen Field; Steven Rankin; Martin Watts and 
Philip Woods 

USEFUL WEBSITES 

http://seniorsdriving.caa.ca/ - A Canadian site providing tips and a practical 
assessment for older drivers. 

https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history-vehicle - As it says a government website to 
check mot history and thus mileage etc. 

WHY IS IT CALLED 6.6? 

Did you know at 30 miles per hour you are travelling at 6.6m every half a second?  
This means if it takes you half a second to react, you have travelled another 6.6m – 
that is why planning is better than reacting.  6.6 magazine’s title reminds readers of 
this fact.   

 

The Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists is a Registered Charity - No. 1049474 and is affiliated to the Institute of 
Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998: Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists advises members that their personal 
details; name, address and telephone number, are held on computer.  Members are assured that these details will be 

used only for Group administration purposes and will not be passed on to any third party. 

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists or the Institute of Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

 

John Holmes  

Editor   

http://seniorsdriving.caa.ca/
https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history-vehicle
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MEETING REPORTS 

March 

Pat ran this group night based around the video "Advanced Driving". Some of the 
topics covered included knowing your car, speed and stopping distances, what is a 
hazard and the comment that you lose 10% of your  concentration with everything 
that isn't driving such as changing radio stations. 

 
Members at the March meeting 

April 

Unfortunately Pat, our chairman was not available for this training night but 
fortunately we had four Observers who ran a question and answer forum which was 
a good session. The meeting closed with a raffle. 
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The Observers running the question and answer session 

May 

Chairman Pat Corps opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. Several new 
faces as associates recently enlisted attended the meeting. First off a Certificate 
was presented to Michael Burt who had passed his Advanced Driving Test. 

Meeting got underway with discussions of the new rules being brought in by 
Government regarding Driving Tests for new drivers. Items such as the test stations 
setting routes on a satellite navigation system that drivers needed to use to follow  
en route. 

It was pointed out that by rule of thumb the speed indicated on the sat nav was 
more accurate than the actual vehicles speedometer. 

Method of steering i.e., Push Pull was to be used in conjunction with cross over 
techniques. It all now seems to depend on circumstances. 

People will be expected to have greater knowledge of the vehicle they are taking the 
test in. Things such as type of gearbox, ABS, traction control cruise control and 
sports mode were the must have knowledge of items.. Some vehicles have 
peculiarities that are particular to a model and drivers should be aware of them and 
how to rectify these things. They should have hand book in the car in case of 
problems occurring such as hand brakes locking on in some vehicles and motor 
failing leaving convertible hoods in lowered position. Basically if the vehicle you 
drive has gadgets and gizmos drivers must be aware of how they work. 

The Chairman then moved on to the procedures for dealing with roundabouts and 
several layouts of roundabouts to be found in the Colchester area were displayed 
and the appropriate positioning on lanes to enable save exit as required. 
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The note in Highway Code stating that drivers should only indicate left on any 
roundabout was questioned and it seemed that the members agreed that it was far 
safer to indicate right until such time as you passed exit immediately before the exit 
you required. The reasoning being that it enabled drivers joining the roundabout to 
see exactly whether you were exiting next lane or continuing around. 

 
Some of the members at the May meeting. 
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Michael Burt receiving his certificate from Pat 
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EVENTS 

Sunday 17th September – Driver Experience Day 

This is held at Ford’s test track at Dunton (just off the A127). Note, it’s a test track – 
NOT a race track. We do some braking and steering exercises. Now I know that 
doesn’t sound terribly exciting but it’s an interesting track to drive round and we can 
get you to push your car just a little bit out of its normal operation to find out what it 
can and cannot do in a very safe environment. To be honest, it’s not so much about 
you as a driver – it’s more about your car. I find people drive home from the day with 
a better feeling for their car. Some of our members have been along to this a 
number of times, particularly if they get a new car. The day runs from 9.30 to around 
2.30 and there is a voluntary contribution of £15 – which goes to Essex & Herts Air 
Ambulance. 

One of our members, Peter Vestey attended one last October and he provided a 
write up for the winter edition of the newsletter. This is available on our website 
http://www.colchester-iam.org/ 

http://www.colchester-iam.org/http://www.colchester-iam.org/ 

It is available to members and Associates who are about ready for their test 

This in an offer from Chelmsford IAM group who should be contacted if anyone is 
interested. The contact is  Graham Lowe at Chelmsford IAM  on 01277 364908  

 

http://www.colchester-iam.org/
http://www.colchester-iam.org/
http://www.colchester-iam.org/
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LONDON DRIVERS WITH OLD CARS FACE EMISSIONS CHARGE 

Sadiq Khan has unveiled new plans that will force drivers of polluting cars to pay up 
to £24 a day to drive in central London from 2019. 

All but the newest diesel cars will face a £12.50 charge to drive in the planned ultra 
low emissions zone (Ulez), which would cover the same central area as the current 
congestion charge zone. 

Under the plans, diesel cars that are more than four years old in 2019 and petrol 
cars that are more than 13 years old will face the charge 24 hours a day, year-
round, in a bid to cut air pollution, the Press Association reports. 

With the congestion charge during weekday hours, the total fee for the most 
polluting cars to drive through the heart of London would be £24. 

Buses, coaches and HGVs that do not meet the emissions standards will have to 
pay £100. The Ulez will apply to all types of vehicle except black taxis. 

Khan is also consulting on plans to extend the Ulez across greater London for 
heavy diesel vehicles such as lorries from 2020, and as far out as the North and 
South Circular roads for cars and vans from 2021. 

The introduction of the Ulez charge for central London is expected to cut emissions 
of dangerous nitrogen oxides from traffic pollution by almost half  by 2020, the 
mayor’s office said. 

London is one of a number of areas across the UK where air quality is failing to 
meet legal standards, contributing to early deaths and ill health for residents. 

Khan has already confirmed there will be a £10 “toxicity” T-charge for the most 
polluting vehicles driving through central London, which starts in October. 

Under the plans, the Ulez charge, covering more vehicles, will replace the T-charge 
in April 2019. 

The mayor said: “The air in London is lethal and I will not stand by and do nothing. 

 “Today I’m announcing bold proposals which are critically needed to safeguard 
Londoners from our air quality health crisis.” 

He said the measures would help improve the air that millions of Londoners 
breathe, and was consulting on them now to give those affected by the new charges 
time to adapt to the low emissions rules. 

 “Now I urge the Government to step up and match my ambition to transform the 
appalling air we breathe. 
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AGM NOTICE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by order of the Group Committee that the Annual General 

Meeting of COLCHESTER GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS will be held at 

7.30pm on Tuesday 18
th
July 2017 at Marks Tey Parish Hall to enable the Trustees of the 

Group (Registered Charity No.1049474) to present their Annual Report and accounts for the 

year ended 31.3.2016 for approval by the Group members and to conduct an election. 

Secretary's name: Robert Jezierski    Date: 01.06.2017 

Address:  42 Robinsbridge Road    Group No: 2137 

Coggeshall CO6 1UL 

All members, Associates and Friends are invited to attend, but only Fully Paid Up Members 

of the IAM and of the Group may vote. 

A Member entitled to vote at the General Meeting may appoint a proxy to vote in his/her 

stead A proxy need not be a Full Member of the Group. 

CURRENT OFFICERS 

All Officers retire annually and may offer themselves for re-election (Group Rule 3.4). 

Pat Corps Chairman Offering to stand for re-election 

Robert Jezierski Honorary Secretary 

and vice chair 

Offering to stand for re-election 

 

Robert Murray Honorary Treasurer Offering to stand for re-election 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

One third of the Committee (excluding Officers) must retire annually and may offer 

themselves for re-election (Group Rule 3.4). 

A. RETIRING BY ROTATION AND STANDING FOR RE-ELECTION 

Rob Wilson   Webmaster 

B. RETIRING BY ROTATION AND NOT STANDING FOR RE-ELECTION 

John Holmes Membership Secretary  

C.COMMITTEE MEMBERS NOT RETIRING AND NUMBER OF YEARS REMAINING 

Brian Davies Associate/Observer Co-ord 2 years remaining 

John Holmes Newsletter Compiler 2 years remaining 

Ron O'Hare Raffle and Shop 2 years remaining 

Ann Hardwell Refreshments 2 years remaining 

Louisa Davenall Minutes Secretary 1 years remaining 

Barry Alexander Events Secretary 1 years remaining 
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COLCHESTER GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS   

   

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR 1 APRIL TO 31 MARCH 2017  

  
 Year   Year  

 to 31 March 2017  to 31 March 2016 

 £ £  £ £ 

Income      

CAF Subscriptions -   30   

NatWest Subscriptions  750    795   

  750    825  

AIM Associate Receipts   395    186  

      

  1,145    1,011  

Expenditure      

Marks Tey - Hall Rental 300    300   

AGM - Refreshments 100    -  

Printing 434    499   

Stationery and postage 100    453   

Speakers 62    104   

Bank charges 25    -  

      

  1,021    1,356  

      

Operating income/loss  124    -345  

      

Interest income  9    38  

      

Net income/loss for the year 133    -307  
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BALANCE SHEET AT 31 MARCH 2017 

 At 
31.03.17 

 At 31.3.16 

 £  £ 

Advanced payments    

Marks Tey - Hall Rental 75  - 

    

Bank accounts    

CAF Current -  108  

Nat West 848   431  

CAF Gold  -  100  

Virgin Charity Deposit - 0.5% 3,734   3,725  

    

 4,582   4,364  

Less:-    

Deferred income    

Subscriptions received in advance -315   -155  

       

 -315   -155  

    

Net assets 4,342   4,209  

    

Represented by    

    

Income Fund    

Balance 1 April 2016 4,209   4,516  

Net income/loss for the year 133   -307  

    

Balance 31 March 2017 4,342   4,209  
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COMMITTEE NOMINATION FORM 

As notified separately, the AGM is being held on 18
th 

July 2017 

Nominations are invited from Full Members to stand for committee. The Nominee must be willing to stand 

for the committee and sign the Nomination Form. By signing the Nomination Form the Nominee is 

affirming his/her ability and intention, if elected, to attend committee meetings regularly. 

Please note – You may not stand for the Committee if the law debars you from being a Charity Trustee. 

Only Fully Paid Up Members of the IAM and of the Colchester Group may nominate Committee Members 

or be nominated as Committee Members. 

This Nomination Paper must be returned to the Group Secretary at least seven days before the election – i.e. 

by 11
th

 July 2017 (Rule 3.5). 

All Officers, and one third of all other Committee Members, must retire annually by rotation and may offer 

themselves for re-election by Group Full Members (Rule 3.4) 

Those elected become Charity Trustees of the Group. 

NOTE 

The total number of Committee Members including the Officers must not exceed twenty. Please see 

NOMINATION PAPER for further detail. 

OFFICERS 

POSITION  NAME NOMINATED BY SECONDED BY 

Chairman    

Vice Chair    

Honorary Secretary    

Treasurer    

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

NAME NOMINATED BY SECONDED BY 
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COLCHESTER ADVANCED MOTORISTS 

(Registered Charity No. 1049474) 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

18
th

 July 2017 

AGENDA 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

2. MINUTES of the 2015 AGM (Resolution No 1) 

3. MATTERS ARISING from the 2016 AGM 

4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

5. SECRETARY’S REPORT 

6. TREASURER’S REPORT AND ADOPTION OF ACCOUNTS (Resolution No. 2) 

(Resolution No. 3) 

7. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

8. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE 

9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

NOTE:- 

i. Questions from members will be invited following each report 

ii. Voting by Full Members only 

Resolutions:- 

1. That the Minutes of the 2016 AGM be approved as a true record 

2. That the Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended 31.3.2017 be approved. 

3. That the Committee be authorised to change the subscription for 2017 if it is deemed 

necessary. 
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MINUTES OF AGM FOR THE COLCHESTER GROUP OF THE IAM 

The 32nd Annual General Meeting was held on Tuesday 19th July 2016 

Present: 

17 Members; 3 Associates and 2 Visitors 

Apologies for absence: 

Louisa Davenall;  Brenda white 

Meeting commenced @ 19.50hrs 

Minutes: 

Previous AGM minutes were agreed with no matters arising 

The Chairman’s report:  see newsletter Autumn 2016 

The Hon. Secretary’s report:  see newsletter Autumn 2016 

The Treasurer’s report:  see newsletter summer 2016 

Re-election of Officers and Members: 

The re-election of all Officers were proposed by Ron O’Hare and seconded by Sarah Woodcock. 

Of those standing by rotation - proposed by Barry Alexander and seconded by Tracy Kimms  

Heather McCabe has retired by rotation and has not stood for re-election 

There was a discussion regarding the post vacancy of Membership Secretary but there were no 

volunteers.  Pat Corps to assist in this post for the interim until such time as the post can be 

permanently filled. 

AGM was closed @20.20hrs 
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CONDITION OF LOCAL ROADS ON A KNIFE-EDGE AS RAC SEES SURPRISE 
INCREASE IN FIRST QUARTER POTHOLE-RELATED BREAKDOWNS 

Despite mild and comparatively dry winter conditions the RAC’s patrols attended 
63% more pothole-related breakdowns in the first quarter of 2017 than they did over 
the same period in 2016. 

In total the RAC dealt with more than 6,500 breakdown jobs between January and 
March 2017 that were likely to be attributable to poor road surfaces – such as 
broken suspension springs, damaged shock absorbers or distorted wheels. The last 
time so many pothole-related breakdowns were recorded was in the first quarter of 
2015 when patrols were called out to nearly 6,900 such breakdowns. That quarter, 
however, saw both more frost days and rainfall than the equivalent period this year. 

When considered in the context of all RAC breakdowns the share of pothole-related 
call-outs in Q1 2017 equated to 2.7% of all RAC jobs – this is the largest quarterly 
figure seen since the RAC’s pothole analysis began in 2006. 

The rise in the share of pothole-related call-outs in 2017 may not tell the whole story 
because it can, in part, be put down to the RAC attending fewer breakdowns in a 
milder winter, especially those that could be deemed classic ‘cold weather’ 
breakdowns such as problems with car batteries. 

However, the latest figures do offer a glimmer of hope for road users as the longer 
term picture is an improving one. The RAC Pothole Index, a 12-month rolling 
average of pothole-related breakdowns which is corrected to remove unrelated 
longer term effects of weather and improving vehicle reliability, currently stands at 
2.08, its lowest value since the last quarter of 2008. This suggests that – looking at 
breakdowns over a much longer time period – the overall quality of the UK’s road 
surfaces is beginning to get better, though still well short of their condition a decade 
ago.  

The latest Annual Local Authority Road Maintenance (ALARM) survey published by 
the Asphalt Industry Alliance (AIA) based on data provided by local authorities 
indicates that the backlog of maintenance is largely unchanged over the last year. 
This suggests that the slow improvement shown by the RAC Pothole Index is as a 
result of a combination of favourable weather and the dedicated pothole repair 
funding from central government. 

AIA data indicates most local authorities still cannot afford to make in-roads into the 
backlog of preventative maintenance that would stop potholes forming in the first 
place and therefore it would only take a period of extreme adverse weather for local 
roads to return to the poor state of a few years back. 
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ASSOCIATE INFORMATION 

The observed drive is not the only aspect of training, the training meetings are 
equally important and much essential information is obtained from them. Associates 
are reminded that attendance at these is mandatory and also demonstrates their 
commitment to the idea of advanced driving and the Colchester group.   

While you are waiting to start the practical side, please read your copy of PASS 
YOUR ADVANCED DRIVING TEST. This will mean that when you do start you'll 
have a good idea of what's involved.  If you want to ask any questions please feel 
free to give me a call, otherwise I am usually at the group meetings and will be 
happy to talk to you there. 

Would all associates taking the test please let their observer know what the 
test date is and let me know the result. You may think HQ Test Examiners keep 
us informed, but it is not part of their brief so we will not know otherwise. Many 
thanks. 

Our list of Observers 

Pat Corps * Louisa Davenall 

Ralph Young* Ian Scott-Thompson 

Brian Davies Sarah Woodcock 

*DENOTES SENIOR OBSERVER 

  

CONGRATULATIONS 

 

 

 

Brian Davies  

Associate co-ordinator 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists -  

President:  

Ralph Young 

 

 
 

 

COMMITTEE    

 
Chairman 
Pat Corps 

  

 

 
Honorary secretary  and 
Deputy Chair 
Robert Jezierski 

  

 

 
Membership secretary 
John Holmes 
  

  

 

 
Honorary Treasurer 
Robert Murray 

  

 

 
Associate/Observer 
Coordinator 
Brian Davies 
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Webmaster  
Rob Wilson  

  

 

 
Newsletter Compiler 
John Holmes 

  

 

 
Events co-ordinator 
Barry Alexander 

  

 

 
Minutes secretary  
Louisa Davenall 

  

 

 
Catering 
Ann Hardwell 
 

  

 

Shop & Raffle  
Ronald O’Hare 
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EVENTS 

All evenings are for all members and associates, these will be held at:  

Marks Tey Parish Hall  
Old London Road. 
Marks Tey,  
Colchester 
CO6 1EN 

All meetings will be held in the small room  

It is a requirement for associates to attend training sessions to enable them to be 
familiar with advanced driving techniques and skills, prior to, and alongside their 
observed drives. It is also important that those of you who have already passed your 
advanced test attend, to further your skills as an advanced driver. 

2017  

June 20th Group meeting training night 

July 18th 
Group meeting - A talk by Bob Gosden the IAM examiner 
from Ipswich together with the AGM 

August 15th Group meeting training night - practical manoeuvring 

September 17th Driver experience day - see inside  for details 

September 19th Group meeting details to be finalised 

October 17th Group meeting training night 

November 21st Group meeting details to be finalised 

December 19th Group meeting training night 

2018  

January 16th Group meeting - Chairman's quiz 

February 20th Group meeting training night 

All meetings in start with tea and coffee 

Training nights start at 7:30 and may include a raffle;  

Other night’s doors open at 7:30 for an 8:00 start and include the buying of raffle 
tickets. AGM evening will start at 7:30 


