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Editors Notes: 

Welcome to the Autumn edition of 2018. 

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Maureen Cooling and Joanne Wood 

USEFUL WEBSITES 

http://seniorsdriving.caa.ca/ - A Canadian site providing tips and a practical 
assessment for older drivers. 

https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history-vehicle - As it says a government website to 
check mot history and thus mileage etc. 

WHY IS IT CALLED 6.6? 

Did you know at 30 miles per hour you are travelling at 6.6m every half a second?  
This means if it takes you half a second to react, you have travelled another 6.6m – 
that is why planning is better than reacting.  6.6 magazine’s title reminds readers of 
this fact.   

 

The Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists is a Registered Charity - No. 1049474 and is affiliated to the Institute of 
Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998: Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists advises members that their personal 
details; name, address and telephone number, are held on computer.  Members are assured that these details will be 

used only for Group administration purposes and will not be passed on to any third party. 

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists or the Institute of Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

 

John Holmes  

Editor   

http://seniorsdriving.caa.ca/
https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history-vehicle
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MEETING REPORTS 

June 

This was a welcome return of Chris Papworth from Kelvedon clocks, who is also 
currently chairman of the British watch & clock Makers Guild and has been in the 
trade for 55 years. His talk started with  a brief history of timepieces; although there 
were water clocks and sundials the first mechanical clocks were produced at the 
beginning of the 14th century for the church for the ringing of bells. These were 
turret clocks and the early ones had no hands but were directly linked to the bells 

 
 
He then went on the show pictures of his extensive collection of timepieces 
including lantern clocks, turret clocks, long case and carriage clocks,  
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Martin Watts receiving his certificate from Pat 

 

July 

As this was the AGM we started off with sandwiches and various chocolate items to 
go with our tea or coffee. Three new members were voted on to the committee Ian 
scott-thompson Mike Burt and Chris Campbell. Below is the chairman's report. 

 

Chairman’s Report 2018 IAM Colchester Group 

Welcome everybody, over the last year, it has been nice to see some old faces 
returning and along with Barry’s hard work getting interesting speakers, new faces 
and guests turning up as well. You would rather listen to them, than me. Training 
will continue during the darker nights. 

The Colchester Group has finally moved into the 21st century, with everything 
computerised, not one of my favourite things, i’m not a fan, but we are supposed to 
move with the times. 
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After what seems a lifetime, Robert our Hon Secretary and Vice Chair has found 
that family life and work commitments have got to take preference over his IAM 
posts and won’t be standing for re-election, but will still remain a member of the 
group. I have thanked him for his commitment over the years. 

Last year, after being elected to the post of Membership Secretary on passing her 
test, Sarah has settled, just, into the post but is doing far more than the job 
description. She is definitely a credit to our group. 

The new GDPR regulations, something to do with data protection I think, have come 
into force or are about to, so we, along with all sorts of other businesses must 
comply. Members, will I think, already have received a letter (from Sarah) asking 
you your preferences. 

As part of complying with the new IAM Road Smart agenda our group has now got 
five National Observers, (the old equivalent of a Senior Observer) and Two Local 
Observers in training, (James & Mick ) also Louisa and Myself are being trained up 
as Observer Assessors  which allows us to train future Local Observers in house. 
We are still returning a steady flow of Associate passes, but we need to keep them 
as group members. 

Your Committee, as always, puts in a lot of time keeping the group running and for 
that, I am very grateful. If it wasn’t for them we wouldn’t have a group. There is 
always room on the committee if you want to join us, and as it happens, there are 
two vacant position that need to be filled, due to Roberts retirement. I have already 
approached one of our members, who has agreed to stand for one of the posts, 
maybe both, but under the new Rules and Regulations there is quite a lot of work 
involved in both posts, so two heads are better than one.  

From the first night I joined the Colchester Group after seeing an advert in the then 
IAM magazine asking for new members, I have held a Committee position. 
Committee meetings were then held at the General Hospital and group nights at 
Essex County Hospital training room that was at least fifteen years ago. Since then 
the group has had several changes of venue, from large to bijou and now back to a 
very accessible and convenient venue here at Marks Tey. The time has come for 
another change, I say this every year, but this year will be my final year as 
Chairman, I will remain a member but will take a back seat. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my time with the group and as Chair to a wonderful hard working 
Committee, but it’s now time for someone else to take the reins. Thank you for 
putting up with me.  

------- 

This was followed by a presentation on optical illusions by Colin Hopper a member 
of Ipswich magical society. He started with a demonstration showing how partial 
information gets processed by the brain as it scans based on our past experience. 
The example of the "E" based on the shadow outline. The first one shows the 
outline and the right hand how we interpret it. 
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Colin Hopper and the "E" shadow outline and lines drawn in 
 

 

Another example  was upside 
down writing based on clever 
graphics. The example when 
viewed the other way is exactly 
the same, the brain ignores the 
dot on the "i" when upside down. 

 

Other examples also demonstrated his background in Magic. The first was a box 
with another box inside, this outer box was then put inside the inner box. A  
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...

 

Another was a board full of rabbits, 
they were the rearranged with one 
rabbit apparently missing which 
was revealed to be in the top hat. 
The  point was to design the end 
stage first and then create the start. 

 

The presentation ended showing that the original "E"  when put on its side could be 
viewed as "M" 

A most enjoyable and interesting presentation. The evening closed with a raffle run 
by Chris Campbell  

August 

Pat was absent for this session on know your car but two of our committee 
members Barry Alexander and James Bullock ran the session which was very 
enjoyable.  

They had spent time beforehand preparing a list of appropriate areas to consider 
including "Do you know how to change a bulb", location of the battery if you need to 
jump start the car plus many others. We went outside and attendees lifted the 
bonnet to show the engine, battery location etc. This prompted a lot of discussion 
around the cars. There was also an exercise of asking if people knew their tyre 
pressures and then checking them. Most people were very close. 
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Barry & James addressing the meeting 
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EVENTS 

During August there were two visits for group members, associates and guests.   

The first of these was a visit to P & A Wood, the Rolls Royce and Bentley car 
dealership and authorised repair specialists in Great Easton, near Dunmow.  We 
had 15 people attend this two and a half hour tour around their workshops and 
showrooms.  This was the first time we had been there for about five years, and in 
that time there have been many changes, including a new two storey workshop, 
spraying and trim finishing building, a second showroom dedicated to the sale of 
new vehicles, and a gift shop. The gift shop certainly brings new meaning to “Exit 
through the gift shop” with items such as sunglasses for £1,275!  But then if you can 
afford £420,000 for a new Rolls Royce or £3,000,000 for a vintage Silver Dawn, the 
price of the sunglasses is pocket money.  During the tour we saw many vehicles of 
different vintage, and in various states of restoration and repair.  This is a working 
environment but everywhere is spotlessly clean.  Our guide and their staff were 
extremely knowledgeable, friendly and accommodating, and were happy to answer 
any questions.  I could go on to tell you all about the cars, but why not put your 
name down the next time we have another visit and see for yourself.  Everyone who 
attended had a very enjoyable day. 
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The second visit was to the Essex Skid Pan.  It was disappointing that of the 20 
places available for this event, I struggled to get the minimum number of 10 for the 
event to take place, and a couple of days before only eight had confirmed, but 
thankfully there was a last minute boost and we ended up with 12.  On the day we 
were split into four groups of three, and were driven round the skid pan by the 
expert instructors, who showed us how to correct a skid in a rear wheel drive car. It 
was then our turn to put what we had been shown to the test, and I must say that 
the overall standard was good.   This was followed by experiencing the different way 
in which a car with front wheel drive skids, and what to do to correct this.  While 
driving the front wheel drive cars, the ABS was then turned off and we were told to 
imagine that a cone placed on the circuit was a child.  It was explained that when 
we brake and while the car is skidding, if we turn the steering wheel away from the 
cone, the car will still head straight for the cone, but if you take your foot off the 
brake at the last moment, the wheels will grip, and the car will turn and avoid hitting 
the child / cone, and it does.  Our final part of the day was drifting the car, which is 
great fun and everyone got out of the car with a big smile after they did this.  All 
those who attended the skid pan event were presented with a certificate, and gained 
valuable experience.  I will arrange another session next year and hope more of you 
will be able to attend. 

  

By the time you receive this newsletter, the September meeting will probably have 
taken place with the last of our 2018 speakers, Dudley Chignall, and his 
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presentation ‘About Anglia, the Four Seasons’ which I hope was enjoyable.  The 
rest of the meetings this year will focus on Roadcraft, First Aid and Resuscitation, 
and Training. 

The first half of our 2019 group nights are already filled with some very interesting 
speakers, as shown on the events page at the back of this newsletter, and I will give 
more details on these nearer the time. 

I am delighted to be able to tell you that for our meeting on 16th April 2019, I have 
arranged for the world famous and legendary rally driver Paddy Hopkirk (IAM 
Ambassador) and David Gallagher (IAM Young Ambassador) to speak to us.  
Paddy has some amazing and funny stories to tell, and David will give us an insight 
into how to be more effective when working with younger drivers.  This will be an 
evening not to be missed!  More details to follow. 

As some of you would like more motoring based evenings, I also intend to dedicate 
some of the group nights to IAM training.  This will be discussed with the committee 
at the next committee meeting on 26th September.  If anyone has any suggestions 
on what they would like the subject for these evenings to be, please talk to me at 
any group meeting, or email me with your ideas, and I will see what can be 
arranged. 

I look forward to seeing you at the next group night. 

. 

  

Barry Events Co-ordinator 
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BRITAIN’S MOST DANGEROUS ROADS 

Just as cars are assessed for safety by an independent regulator, so are our roads. 
This is done by the Road Safety Foundation which analyses the number of vehicle 
crashes on roads in England, Scotland and Wales. 

Most of us drive on roads without a second thought about their safety record, but 
this is the kind of information you should be looking at when you're thinking of 
moving house, changing your job (and therefore commute), or even travelling to a 
holiday destination. 

Every day, 71 people are killed or seriously injured on our roads, and the 
Department for Transport estimates that in 2016 road traffic crashes cost the British 
economy £36 billion. 

Although they're generally faster moving, motorways aren't nearly as dangerous as 
single carriageway roads. The Road Safety Foundation reports that only 1% of 
travel on single carriageways is on low-risk sections, with 8% on medium-high risk. 

By contrast, 90% of motorway travel is on low-risk sections, while 23% of dual 
carriageway travel is on low-risk sections. 

An overview of the latest road safety results can be seen below. You can also check 
the road safety performance in your area using the Road Crash Index online tool. 

Britain's persistently higher-risk roads 

A537 from Macclesfield to Buxton. This 11.6km stretch of rural and winding road in 
the Peak District is known as the Cat and Fiddle. Two-thirds of fatal and serious 
crashes on the road involved a motorcyclist. 

A254 from Margate to Ramsgate. Only 6km, this road joining the Kent coastal towns 
saw fatal and serious road crashes increase from 8 between 2010 and 2012 to 15 
between 2013 and 2015. 

A259 from Glyne Gap to just outside Ore. Again in the south east, this 10km section 
of road has seen fatal and serious crashes jump from 21 between 2010 and 2012 to 
31 between 2013 and 2015. 

Most dangerous roads by region 
• North West. A537 from Macclesfield to Buxton 
• South East. A254 from Margate to Ramsgate 
• Wales. A5026 from Lloc to Whelston 
• Yorkshire and Humber. A682 from Barrowford to the junction with A65 
• East Midlands. A57 from Hadfield to Crosspool 
• East of England. A1245 from the junction with A132 to the junction with A130 
• South West. A353 from the junction with A354 to the junction with A352 
• North East. A193 from Howdon Interchange to Beach Road 
• West Midlands. A428 from Coventry Eastern Bypass to the junction with the 
A5 
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• Scotland. A941 from Elgin to Craigellachie 
• London. A4 from Langley Roundabout to Concord Roundabout 

Most improved roads 

Well done to the A4151 from the junction with the A4136 to the junction with the 
A48. The road was classified as medium-high risk for 2010-2012, but an 88% 
reduction in fatal and serious crashes has seen it reclassified as low-medium risk for 
2013-2015. 
The impressive turnaround for the road has been attributed to a host of things 
including a new 20mph zone, resurfacing, revised road markings and signing. 
Others roads which achieved the biggest reductions in fatal and serious crashes 
include: 
• A540 – 78% 
• A14 – 77% 
• A10 – 75% 
• A535 – 75% 
• A559 – 75% 
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MORE THAN HALF OF UK’S LARGEST AIRPORTS RAISE PICK-UP CAR PARK 
FEES IN 2018 

More than half of the UK’s biggest airports have raised their fees for drivers parking 
to pick up friends or family members this summer, analysis of parking prices by the 
RAC has found.* 

Thirteen airports have hiked their pick-up parking prices with London Luton having 
raised its prices by more than any other airport this year. 

It now costs an initial £8 to park for of up to 30 minutes at Luton, which is £1 more 
than in 2017 when the minimum permitted stay was longer at 40 minutes. The 
airport recently closed its short-stay car park, advising drivers to use its new multi-
storey for close terminal parking. 

London Stansted is the second most expensive, with motorists facing an initial 
charge of £5.50 for a stay of up to half an hour, followed by Birmingham where the 
fee is £5.10 for stopping for up to an hour – with the airports raising their prices by 
50p and 20p respectively in 2018. 

Four airports share fourth spot with initial pick-up charges of £4, but in real terms 
Edinburgh is the most expensive as its fee only gives drivers a measly 15 minutes in 
stark contrast to both Heathrow and Gatwick which give motorists a more generous 
30 minutes parking. 

In terms of airports which have increased their prices the most, Southampton tops 
the table by doubling its initial fee from £1 to £2, although drivers can now stay for 
up to 15 minutes rather than the previous 10. Glasgow has raised its minimum 
charge by 50% from £2 to £3, with drivers now being permitted to park for 20 
minutes – twice as long as before. 

Motorists heading for Belfast, Liverpool John Lennon and Leeds Bradford airports 
will find these are the only three major airports in the UK that still permit free short-
stay pick-ups – although in Northern Ireland drivers will need to be very quick at 
picking up as the free period only lasts 10 minutes. 

Dropping off 

While it is good news that there are far fewer price rises when it comes to using 
handy drop-off (or so called ‘kiss-and-drop’) zones at UK airports, the costs still 
remain sky-high at some airports. 

London Stansted has the most expensive initial charge for dropping off, at £3.50 for 
a stay up to 10 minutes. But the accolade for the most expensive place to park on 
an equivalent ‘per minute’ basis goes to Manchester which shortly introduces 
charges for the first time, having previously operated a free drop-off zone outside 
the airport. A five-minute stay costs £3, the equivalent of 60p per minute. 
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These airports are followed by London Luton (£3 for 10 minutes), Liverpool John 
Lennon (£3 for 20 minutes) and Leeds Bradford (£3 for 30 minutes) when ranked by 
price. 

Other than Manchester, which begins charging for drop-off parking this year, 
Southampton is the only airport to increase its standard fees, doing so by £1 but 
giving drivers an extra five minutes parking from the previous 10 minutes. 

It is worth highlighting that four of the UK’s biggest airports meanwhile still allow 
drivers to drop off passengers free-of-charge outside their terminals – they are: 
London Heathrow, Gatwick, City and Cardiff. 

Drivers also need to be very wary of overstaying in any drop-off zones, with fees 
quickly rocketing after a minimum stay has been exceeded at many airports. Leeds 
Bradford charges £9 for stops of between 30 and 60 minutes, while those 
overstaying at London Luton, London Stansted and East Midlands are effectively 
put on a meter after the maximum stay is exceeded – each charge a £1 for every 
additional minute. Only up to a 15 minute stay at London Stansted. After this time, a 
fee of £25 is charged 
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DRIVERS TO THE CONTINENT DON’T KNOW ABOUT NEW FRENCH DRIVING 
RULES 

More than half (59%) of drivers are unfamiliar with a range of new driving 
regulations introduced this year in France, a new study has found. 

Research carried out with 1,400 drivers* for RAC Europe found more than three-
quarters (78%) were not aware the speed limit on France’s secondary ‘D’ roads was 
reduced from 1 July from 90kph to 80kph (55mph to 50mph), a move designed to 
reduce accidents. Failure to comply could leave UK drivers with an awkward 
conversation with a gendarme – and a very unwelcome penalty of up to €750 (about 
£670), which is now all the more likely as fines can ‘follow’ drivers back home under 
an EU directive.** 

The new speed limit is just one of a range of measures that have been introduced 
by the French government to improve safety on its roads, in the face of figures 
which show rising numbers are being killed. 

Less than a quarter of drivers (23%) knew that using headphones or earphones 
while driving in France was illegal, while only 28% were aware drivers must now 
switch their engines off in a designated parking place in order to use a handheld 
mobile phone. Any driver ignoring this law faces the prospect of at least a €135 
(£120) fine. Fifty-nine per cent of all drivers questioned said they were not aware of 
any of these new regulations. 

The RAC also asked drivers* if they knew the free number to dial for the emergency 
services anywhere in the EU. Less than half (42%) could correctly state it was 112, 
which is almost unchanged on the 38% who knew this when asked in 2015. Double 
the proportion of drivers compared to 2015 incorrectly thought it was 111 – which is 
actually the UK’s non-emergency NHS number. Twelve per cent believe 911 which 
is used in the United States is the number to ring, while 9% thought calling the UK’s 
999 would help them when abroad. 

 “The French have witnessed a big increase in the number of fatalities on their 
departmental ‘D’ road network in recent years, and while the decision to cut the 
speed limit on these roads has been fiercely opposed by some, the law is the law. 
British drivers that have been driving to France for many years on the same roads 
should pay particular attention to speed limit signs, especially as new rules now 
mean any traffic offences committed while away follow UK motorists home again – 
so there really is no escaping them. 
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ASSOCIATE INFORMATION 

The observed drive is not the only aspect of training, the training meetings are 
equally important and much essential information is obtained from them. Associates 
are reminded that attendance at these is recommended and demonstrates their 
commitment to the idea of advanced driving and the Colchester group.   

While you are waiting to start the practical side, please read your copy of PASS 
YOUR ADVANCED DRIVING TEST. This will mean that when you do start you'll 
have a good idea of what's involved.  If you want to ask any questions please feel 
free to give me a call, otherwise I am usually at the group meetings and will be 
happy to talk to you there. 

Would all associates taking the test please let their observer know what the 
test date is and let me know the result. You may think HQ Test Examiners keep 
us informed, but it is not part of their brief so we will not know otherwise. Many 
thanks. 

Our list of Observers 

Pat Corps  Louisa Davenall 

Sarah Woodcock Ian Scott-Thompson 

Brian Davies James Bullock *  

Mike Burt *   

* In training 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Michael (Mick) Coleman passed his advanced driving test his observer was 

Sarah 

 
Brian Davies  

Associate co-ordinator 
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Contact Details of Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists committee  

President:   

Ralph Young 

 

 

 
COMMITTEE    

 

Chairman 

Pat Corps 

  

 

Mike Burt   

 

 

Ian Scott-thompson 
  

 

 

Membership secretary 

 Sarah  Korimbocus 

  

  

 

 

Honorary Treasurer 

Robert Murray 

  

 

 

Associate/Observer 
Coordinator 

Brian Davies 
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Newsletter Compiler 

John Holmes 

  

 

 

Events co-ordinator 

Barry Alexander 

  

 

 

Minutes secretary  

Louisa Davenall 

  

 

 

Catering 

Ann Hardwell 

 

  

 

Shop & Raffle  

Ronald O’Hare 
  

 

Webmaster 

James Bullock 
  

 

Chris Campbell   
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Events 

All evenings are for all members and associates, these will be held at:  

Marks Tey Parish Hall  

Old London Road.                                       All meetings will be held in the small room 

Marks Tey,  

Colchester 

CO6 1EN 

 

It is a requirement for associates to attend training sessions to enable them to be 
familiar with advanced driving techniques and skills, prior to, and alongside their 
observed drives. It is also important that those of you who have already passed your 
advanced test attend, to further your skills as an advanced driver. 

2018  

September 18th 
Group meeting a talk About Anglia the four seasons by 
Dudley Chignall 

October 16th Group meeting training night - Roadcraft 

November 20th Group meeting - First Aid & resuscitation (CPR) 

December 18th Group meeting training night 

2019  

January 15th Chairman's quiz 

February 19th Group night Spike Townsend (ex Met Police Anti Terrorism) 

March 19th Group night  Tony Carter – Accident Investigation Process 

April 16th 
Group night  Paddy Hopkirk & David Gallagher (IAM Young 
Ambassador) 

May 21st 
Andy Bennett – "90 Years of Social History Through the 
Eyes of an Austin Seven" 

All meetings start with tea and coffee 

Training nights start at 7:30 and may include a raffle;  

Other night’s doors open at 7:30 for an 8:00 start and include the buying of raffle 
tickets. AGM evening (July) will start at 7:30 


