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Editors Notes: 

Welcome to the Winter edition of 2018. 

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Ingrid & Jim Ransome, Katherine Wiggins  

USEFUL WEBSITES 

http://seniorsdriving.caa.ca/ - A Canadian site providing tips and a practical 
assessment for older drivers. 

https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history-vehicle - As it says a government website to 
check mot history and thus mileage etc. 

WHY IS IT CALLED 6.6? 

Did you know at 30 miles per hour you are travelling at 6.6m every half a second?  
This means if it takes you half a second to react, you have travelled another 6.6m – 
that is why planning is better than reacting.  6.6 magazine’s title reminds readers of 
this fact.   

 

The Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists is a Registered Charity - No. 1049474 and is affiliated to the Institute of 
Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998: Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists advises members that their personal 
details; name, address and telephone number, are held on computer.  Members are assured that these details will be 

used only for Group administration purposes and will not be passed on to any third party. 

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists or the Institute of Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

 

 

John Holmes  

Editor  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://seniorsdriving.caa.ca/
https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history-vehicle
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GROUP NEWS 

New Bank Account 

We now have a new bank account for subscriptions to be paid into. This is:- 

Account name:  Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists 
Account number:  30767829 
Sort code:  23-05-80  

Anyone with a standing order or a pre set up payment details should change them 
before the payment is due on 1st April. We would encourage everyone to use an 
automated payment rather than sending cheques or cash as it makes administration 
simpler. Remember to include your name as a reference. 

New Treasurer 

Our previous treasurer Robert Murray has resigned and Martin Watts has kindly 
taken over. 

Jane Wood 

It is with sadness that we received news of the death of Jane Wood caused by a 
stroke. Jane was a member for many years including serving on the committee and 
running the catering before Ann. Even when diagnosed with cancer Jane still 
attended our meetings. 

 

Although she had struggled with physical problems, she was 
very self motivated and after her husband’s death, she still 
managed to engage in her tennis locally as well as the 
Wormingford Handbell Ringers group which she thoroughly 
enjoyed.  Her delight in her garden which was set in a very 
picturesque part of Groton was evident to all and she was 
able to enjoy it right up to the end.  Many people attended 
her funeral at Groton Church including all the nursing friends 
she had worked with over the years - a beautiful tribute to a 
very kind and lovely individual. 
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MEETING REPORTS 

November 

The meeting started by congratulating Maureen Sheen and Elaine Clark for passing 
the advanced driving test and Pat giving them their certificates. 
 

 
Maureen Sheen receiving her certificate 

 
This was followed by Pat giving an introduction to First Aid as a precursor to a 
session on "C.P.R" to be given at a later meeting. First aid is the limited assistance 
or treatment provided to someone who has been taken ill or injured. Some things to 
consider are listen and assess the situation, comfort the casualty, find a pulse. 
Ensure airways are clear, breathing is fine and circulation is fine. If needed move to 
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recovery position. Pat demonstrated with James help moving someone to the 
recovery position. 
 

 
Pat moving James into the recovery position 

The meeting finished with a raffle organised by Ron 
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Elaine Clark receiving her certificate from Pat 
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Events 

Following on from the November First Aid Training night presented by Pat, he will 
be covering resuscitation in December, where you will have the chance to 
experience the techniques of resuscitation for yourself. 

I would like to thank everyone who has attended our group meetings, the visit to P & 
A Wood and the Skid Pan event this year, and hope that you have enjoyed the 
experiences, and are looking forward to the coming year. 

I have been working hard to line up, what I hope you will find are very interesting 
speakers for 2019, and welcome any suggestions from members and associates for 
future speakers and events.   

Apart from being able to find out what is happening on group / training nights from 
the newsletter and our website www.colchester-iam.org I will be sending out an 
email the week before that month’s meeting as a gentle reminder to everyone I have 
an email address for.  

January 15th 2019  Will be our usual Chairman’s Quiz night, and those of you that 
have been to these previously know that anything can come up as a question.  You 
can bring friends along to make up your team, or just link up with other members 
and associates on the night. 

February 19th 2019  Our speaker will be Spike Townsend he is ex Met Police from 
Anti Terrorism,  I do not have full details about his presentation, but I will update the 
website with details and email members and associates once I have these. 

March 19th 2019  We see the welcome return of Tony Carter This time his talk will 
be on the Accident Investigation Process.  Full details of this talk to follow in the 
next newsletter. 

April 16th 2019  I am delighted to be able to confirm that for this meeting, I have 
arranged for the world famous and legendary rally driver Paddy Hopkirk (IAM 
Ambassador) and David Gallagher (IAM Young Ambassador) to speak to us.  
Paddy has some amazing and funny stories to tell, and David will give us an insight 
into how to be more effective when working with younger drivers.  This will be an 
evening not to be missed!  Paddy will only talk to audiences of 50 or more, so we 
are currently looking at a different venue for this meeting.  Once I have details of 
where this will be I will let members and associates know. 

May 21st 2019  The speaker Andy Bennett giving a presentation entitled - ’90 years 
of Social History Through the Eyes of Mildred, my Austin Seven’  More details 
nearer the time. 

June 18th 2019  Will be a group training night details of what this will entail will be 
updated in the New Year. 

July 16th 2019  Is our AGM followed by a talk from Ashley Hall IAM RoadSmart 
Ambassador. 

http://www.colchester-iam.org/
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As some of you would like more motoring based evenings, I also intend to dedicate 
some of the group nights to group training.  The exact subjects for the evenings will 
be decided by the committee, but if anyone has any suggestions on what they 
would like the subject for these evenings to be, please talk to me at any group 
meeting, or email me with your ideas, and I will see what can be arranged. 

I look forward to seeing you at the next group night, and would like to wish you all a 
Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year. 
 

  

Barry Events Co-ordinator 
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NEW MOT STANDARDS IMPROVING OUR AIR QUALITY 

The number of cars failing emissions tests has more than doubled since the new 
MOT introduced stricter emission rules on 20 May 2018. 

Following changes to the MOT test on 20 May 2018, more than 744,592 cars have 
failed the emissions test. The cars have either been taken off the road or fixed, 
helping to improve air quality. This compares to 350,472 cars failing the emissions 
test during the same period in 2017. 

Since 20 May 2018, a vehicle gets a ‘major fault’ if the MOT tester: 

 can see smoke of any colour coming from the exhaust 

 finds evidence that the diesel particulate filter (DPF) has been tampered with - 
this captures and stores exhaust soot to reduce emissions from diesel cars 

A ‘major fault’ means you need to repair the car immediately, and it then needs to 
pass an MOT retest. You can be fined up to £1,000 for driving a vehicle without a 
valid MOT. 

Since 20 May 2018, a total of 238,971 diesel cars and 505,721 petrol cars have 
failed the new emissions test. This compares to 58,004 diesel cars and 292,468 
petrol cars during the same period in 2017. 

 

The new test has also seen a 448% increase in the number of diesel vans failing. 
These have increased from 3,585 in 2017 to 19,648 over the same period in 2018. 

Overall MOT failure rates remain steady, in the first 6 months of the new MOT, 
almost 16 million vehicles have taken the test. 

The overall failure rate for petrol cars (34.7%) and diesel cars (33.2%) has remained 
steady since the changes were introduced. They were 35.7% and 33.8% 
respectively in 2017. 
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BUS LANE FINES REACH RECORD £41 MILLION HIGH 

Fines totalling a massive £41 million were accrued by UK drivers illegally straying 
into bus lanes last year. 

A new study suggests 888,760 Penalty Charge Notices were handed out to drivers 
who disobeyed bus lane laws in 2017 – a rate of almost 2,500 a day. 

The most fines were clocked up on a bus lane in central Oxford, accounting for £1.5 
million in penalties. 

The study, carried out via a series of Freedom of Information requests from 
Confused.com, found the number of fines issued last year was up 6% from 2016. 

It also revealed that certain cities hand out more fines than others, with Aberdeen 
and Glasgow issuing 145,408 charges between them – 16% of the UK total. 

Fines for incorrectly driving in a bus lane range from £60 to £90, with drivers in 
London paying out £160 if caught flouting the laws, although these charges halve if 
paid within two weeks. 

RAC spokesperson Rod Dennis said: “There is no excuse for a motorist to 
deliberately drive in a bus lane, such as to avoid queuing traffic, but the sheer 
number of fines suggests things may be awry in some cases – such as unclear 
signage or bus lanes running at times of day when there are no bus services, such 
as in the middle of the night. 

 “We would like councils to commit to reviewing their bus lanes, particularly those 
that have raised the most in fines, to check that signage is clear and that they are 
open only at times when traffic volumes demand it.” 

Councillor Martin Tett, Transport spokesperson for the Local Government 
Association (LGA) says fines collected from bus lane infringements help fund local 
transport improvements. 

He said: “Traffic enforcement cameras help to ensure public transport, such as 
buses and trams, operates efficiently, reduces congestion and keeps roads safe 
and flowing freely for road users. 

 “The fact that over 99 per cent of parking and bus lanes fines are not appealed 
clearly shows that the overwhelming majority of people who are ticketed accept that 
they have broken the rules.” 
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Long-range camera takes aim at dangerous drivers 

Police have a new weapon in the fight against reckless driving — a mobile camera 
that can catch offenders from up to a kilometre away. 

Dangerous or illegal activity behind the wheel — including tailgating and mobile 
phone use — can now be snapped before a driver has even had chance to see the 
camera. 

Unlike traditional speed guns, which only measure how fast cars are travelling, the 
new camera produces clear, high-quality video footage and photographs of vehicles 
and their occupants’ behaviour. 

Gloucestershire Police unveiled the new camera as part of Operation Indemis, a 
collaborative approach to policing the region’s busiest routes, including the M4 and 
M5. 

Officers say one of the aims is to educate motorists about the importance of driving 
safely on the roads, with some drivers offered advice on how to improve under the 
initiative. 

However, anyone caught committing offences faces prosecution, including those 
engaged in tailgating, speeding, driving without a seatbelt or using a hand-held 
mobile phone behind the wheel. 

Earlier this year, Highways England launched a campaign to raise awareness of the 
dangers of tailgating after figures revealed that one in eight road casualties are 
caused by tailgating. 

Martin Surl, Gloucestershire’s Police and Crime Commissioner, thinks the camera 
represents a new way of policing the UK’s roads and hopes it will help change 
behaviours. 

He said: “Many people have come to me with their concerns about speeding and 
other safety issues along this road. We now have a chance to test a new model of 
collaborative road policing which, if it proves a success, can be put into practice 
elsewhere. 

 “The aim is not just to penalise motorists but to uphold the law by creating a change 
in people’s behaviour. But the police will enforce the law when necessary.” 

If the scheme is a success, Gloucestershire Police says it will look to work with 
other agencies, including the Motor Insurer’s Bureau and Driver and Vehicle 
Standards Agency to explore how the technology could make UK roads safer. 
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Car sales fall in UK with industry's worst September since financial crisis 

UK sales of new cars plunged by a fifth in September as new emissions tests 
caused delivery backlogs, while waning appetite for diesel cars and weaker 
consumer confidence weighed on demand. 

A total of 338,834 new cars were sold last month, according to figures from the 
Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT), down 20.5% compared with 
the same month last year. 

September is traditionally a bumper month for sales as consumers rush to buy cars 
with new number plates, but last month was the worst September since 2008, when 
the UK was in recession and new car sales fell by 21.2%. 

However, the SMMT said new and more rigorous emissions testing rules created 
supply problems and a backlog of deliveries as car manufacturers suffered delays in 
getting their cars approved. 

From 1 September, all cars sold in the EU are subject to the Worldwide Harmonised 
Light Vehicle Test Procedure (WLTP), measuring all regulated emissions, as well as 
CO2 and fuel economy. 

 “With the industry given barely a year to re-approve the entire European model line-
up, it’s no surprise that we’ve seen bottlenecks and a squeeze on supply,” said Mike 
Hawes, the chief executive of the SMMT. 

“These are exceptional circumstances with similar declines seen in other major 
European markets. The good news is that, as backlogs ease, consumers and 
businesses can look forward to a raft of exciting hi-tech cars and a market keen to 
recover lost momentum.” 

The drop followed a particularly strong August, when sales of new cars jumped 23% 
as some manufacturers offered special promotions to push customers to bring 
forward purchases. 

Volkswagen appeared to be the hardest hit manufacturer, with new car sales more 
than halving to 16,283 from 36,332 in September last year. 

While the Volkswagen Golf and Volkswagen Polo make it into the top 10 bestsellers 
in 2018 so far, neither featured in the top 10 for September. The top three 
bestsellers last month were the Ford Fiesta, Vauxhall Corsa and Mercedes-Benz A-
Class. 

The September sales fall was widespread across almost every vehicle segment, 
with people carriers and specialist sports cars hit hardest, down 54.8% and 50.9% 
respectively. 

A weak performance last month pushed sales in the first nine months down 7.5% 
compared with the same period last year, to a total of 1.9m cars. 
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Sales are being hit by Brexit uncertainty, as some consumers and businesses are 
reluctant to commit to major spending decisions until the outcome of talks with the 
EU is clearer. 

Demand for diesel cars continued to plummet in September, with sales down 42% 
at 98,191. Petrol car sales fell 6.7% to 217,136, while sales of alternatively fuelled 
vehicles rose 3.9% to 23,507. 

“A collective ‘ouch’ will be heard though the industry this morning as getting 
September right is vitally important for the new car market,” said Ian Gilmartin, the 
head of retail and wholesale at Barclays Corporate Banking. “That said, September 
was a far from normal month for the sector with new testing requirements impacting 
supply and blurring the picture. 

“With car manufacturers focused on ensuring they are in line with new regulations 
and given the reluctance of buyers to commit to big purchases, in part due to Brexit 
uncertainty, it does look likely that as year-end approaches we’ll be down on 2017 
for full-year sales.” 
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A PHYSICIST WRITES . . . 

 

This is from the October 2018 column Peter Soul 
writes for the Thames Valley IAM group 

 

 

Are some of you regular car-sharers, either daily to work or less often for other 
purposes? I’ve been in such arrangements myself over the years, though always 
with only one other driver at a time: obviously, it then doesn’t matter if one of you is 
away sometimes – you simply alternate who drives, on the days that you are 
travelling together. 

But I have often wondered how three or more people can arrange regular shared 
driving between them fairly, when they know it won’t actually be regular, because of 
absences. I came to realize that the aim shouldn’t be to equalize the number of 
times each person drives, or else how often they are a passenger, so much as to 
divide the cost of each journey equally between those travelling, somehow. 

If you are in this situation, you may have it all worked out! But if it’s of interest to 
you, I’ve devised a scheme that splits the cost of all shared trips, however irregular, 
equitably and with no money having to change hands. Instead, the group keeps a 
points-score, and this ensures that everyone takes the wheel the right number of 
times in the long run. (We do have to assume that the actual cost per mile is the 
same for each car, otherwise the arithmetic becomes quite complicated...) 

Let’s start with three drivers, Ann, Bob and Cath – one of whom will need to do the 
accounting! Each day’s travel will ‘cost’ six points, shared by all the occupants of the 
car, and owed to the driver by the passengers, that’s two points each from the two 
of them, or three if it’s just the one being driven. (We can ignore any solo trips, as 
the driver will pay the whole cost.) The participants begin with ten points each, so 
that their scores won’t become negative later (probably). 

Things go smoothly for the first three days, with Ann then Bob then Cath driving. 
The left-hand table below shows the balance of points at the end of each day, after 
the pair of passengers have transferred their two points to the driver. In three days, 
naturally, the scores are back to ten again. But then on day 4 Cath is absent, 
indicated by putting her score (still ten) in brackets. Therefore today Bob pays half 
the six journey-points to Ann who is driving: 
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Day 5 is routine, with Ann and Cath each passing two points to the driver, Bob. On 
day 6, however, Cath’s car is in for a service when she would otherwise be driving – 
so Ann does the honours and collects the points from Bob and Cath. 

On day 7, resuming the usual (alphabetical) sequence, Bob drives. Afterwards, 
however, they notice that this leaves Cath rather short of points (see the left-hand 
table below), and so she offers to drive for the next two days. Ann happens to be 
away on day 8, with the result that Bob owes three points to the driver (as he did on 
day 4). And day 9 brings the scores almost into line again: 

 

Now suppose a fourth driver, Dan, asks to join the scheme from day 10: because in 
the future the journey-points may need to be split between four, three or two 
travellers, the cost of each trip has to be inflated to 12 points. To match this, the 
existing scores at the end of day 9 must be doubled up too, as in the right-hand 
table above. Dan of course starts with 20 points (twice the original ten each). 

Off they go on day 10, with Ann driving and being paid three points each by the 
others. I’ve left the day 11 scores for you to fill in! No-one is obliged to drive on any 
particular day, but someone whose score is much lower than those of the others 
(having accepted more lifts) should put in extra days at the wheel, while anyone 
who’s well ahead (having driven more often) can take a rest, until the points are 
more equal... 

I said above, “if it’s of interest to you” – but I do hope most readers have tried to 
make some sense of this system of mine: dare I suggest that the mental exercise of 
grasping the details will be good for the brain? Go on, have another read through! 

I hesitate to turn now to another aspect of car-sharing, not least because I risk 
ruffling the feathers of my readers who aren’t advanced drivers. First though, here’s 
something that I could be suggesting to them any month: why not sign up, and get 
the safety-benefit of all the advanced advice (not to mention the boost in confidence 
from it)? Or at least, take up the current offer of a ‘Free Taster’ session, locally to 
you, while it is available: see www.iamroadsmart.com/courses for details. 
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Next, a big question – how well do motorists believe they drive? When asked this in 
surveys, the majority think they are above average! This is an ‘impossible’ result, 
but does it mean that people tend to over-rate their own driving, or that they observe 
mainly the faults in those around them? I don’t know, but either way it seems that 
they are failing to see some of their own faults and unsafe habits. 

What I do know is the unease experienced by this advanced driver when being 
driven by others with particular habits: parking the left hand on the gear-stick; 
bringing the right hand round to 7 o’clock, on a left-hand bend, with little possibility 
of turning the wheel further if there’s a sudden need to (and the certainty of injury if 
the air-bag happened to go off); a readiness to tailgate or be tailgated; a tendency to 
speed towards a potential hazard apparently without thought of what to do if it 
becomes a real one... 

Of course you can’t drop even a hint of advice, however much you may want to. 
And when you happen to be driving others, none of your own care and attention 
seems to be noticed. This I think gets to the heart of the difficulty in attracting more 
people to advanced tuition: when they are at the wheel, most drivers believe they 
are skilled enough already, or they do not want to be advised otherwise, or else they 
simply drive without thinking about it – and so they will probably never volunteer to 
be made more safe in their own driving, and better protected from the behaviour of 
others on the road. 
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ASSOCIATE INFORMATION 

The observed drive is not the only aspect of training, the training meetings are 
equally important and much essential information is obtained from them. Associates 
are reminded that attendance at these is recommended and demonstrates their 
commitment to the idea of advanced driving and the Colchester group.   

While you are waiting to start the practical side, please read your copy of PASS 
YOUR ADVANCED DRIVING TEST. This will mean that when you do start you'll 
have a good idea of what's involved.  If you want to ask any questions please feel 
free to give me a call, otherwise I am usually at the group meetings and will be 
happy to talk to you there. 

Would all associates taking the test please let their observer know what the 
test date is and let me know the result. You may think HQ Test Examiners keep 
us informed, but it is not part of their brief so we will not know otherwise. Many 
thanks. 

Our list of Observers 

Pat Corps  Louisa Davenall 

Sarah Woodcock Ian Scott-Thompson 

Brian Davies James Bullock *  

Mick Chubb *   

* In training 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Maureen Sheen passed on 23rd October her Observer was Louisa 

Josephine Auston-Cooper passed on 20th November her Observer was 
Louisa 

Elaine Clark passed her Observer was Pat 

 
Brian Davies  

Associate co-ordinator 
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Contact Details of Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists committee  

President:   

Ralph Young 

 

 

 
COMMITTEE    

 

Chairman 

Pat Corps 

  

 

Assistant Group Secretary 

Mike Burt 
  

 

Honorary Secretary and 
Vice Chair 

Ian Scott-thompson 
  

 

 

Group secretary 

 Sarah  Korimbocus 

  

  

 

 

Honorary Treasurer 

Martin Watts 

  

 

 

Associate/Observer 
Coordinator 

Brian Davies 
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Newsletter Compiler 

John Holmes 

  

 

 

Events co-ordinator 

Barry Alexander 

  

 

 

Minutes secretary  

Louisa Davenall 

  

 

 

Catering 

Ann Hardwell 

 

  

 

Shop & Raffle  

Ronald O’Hare 
  

 

Webmaster 

James Bullock 
  

 

Assistant Group Secretary 

Chris Campbell 
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Events 

All evenings are for all members and associates, these will be held at:  

Marks Tey Parish Hall  

Old London Road.                                       All meetings will be held in the small room 

Marks Tey,  

Colchester 

CO6 1EN 

 

It is a requirement for associates to attend training sessions to enable them to be 
familiar with advanced driving techniques and skills, prior to, and alongside their 
observed drives. It is also important that those of you who have already passed your 
advanced test attend, to further your skills as an advanced driver. 

2018  

December 18th Group meeting training night - C.P.R. 

2019  

January 15th Chairman's quiz 

February 19th Group night Spike Townsend (ex Met Police Anti Terrorism) 

March 19th Group night  Tony Carter – Accident Investigation Process 

April 16th 
Group night  Paddy Hopkirk & David Gallagher (IAM Young 
Ambassador) 

May 21st 
Andy Bennett – "90 Years of Social History Through the 
Eyes of an Austin Seven" 

June 18th Group night - Training 

July 16th 
Group night  - Ashley Hall IAM RoadSmart Ambassador and 
AGM 

August 20th Group night - Training 

All meetings start with tea and coffee 

Training nights start at 7:30 and may include a raffle;  

Other night’s doors open at 7:30 for an 8:00 start and include the buying of raffle 
tickets. AGM evening (July) will start at 7:30 


