News Magazine of the Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists

SIX SIX
P
O
I
N
T

Spring 2019

website - https://www.colchester-iam.org/

Some of the cakes provided at the January meeting

The Colchester Group of
Advanced Motorists
affiliated to The Institute of Advanced Motorists
1

Editors Notes:
Welcome to the Spring edition of 2019.
A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS
Madison Walters, Glen Grant, Victoria Hynam and Skye Horsnell,

USEFUL WEBSITES
http://seniorsdriving.caa.ca/ - A Canadian site providing tips and a practical
assessment for older drivers.
https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history-vehicle - As it says a government website to
check mot history and thus mileage etc.
WHY IS IT CALLED 6.6?
Did you know at 30 miles per hour you are travelling at 6.6m every half a second?
This means if it takes you half a second to react, you have travelled another 6.6m –
that is why planning is better than reacting. 6.6 magazine’s title reminds readers of
this fact.

The Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists is a Registered Charity - No. 1049474 and is affiliated to the Institute of
Advanced Motorists Ltd.
DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998: Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists advises members that their personal
details; name, address and telephone number, are held on computer. Members are assured that these details will be
used only for Group administration purposes and will not be passed on to any third party.
The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists or the Institute of Advanced Motorists Ltd.

John Holmes
Editor
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MEETING REPORTS
January
This was our regular chairman's quiz where Pat provided a good set of questions.
The evening was well attended and as has been the tradition, a selection of food
was provided.

Some of the members taking part in the quiz

February
This month's topic was on counter terrorism given by Spike Townsend ex
metropolitan police and now a consultant helping businesses to protect themselves
from terrorism. His background included providing the guidance for the 2012
Olympics and assessing the situation in Tunisia after the shooting.
Spike started going over the three
main questions who will commit the
next attack. Where will it take place
and what will the next attack look
like. He then went into more detail
on these themes.
Last year the counter terrorism
authorities prevented an attack each
month. Currently there are over 700
investigations. This was a really
interesting talk.
Some of the attendees listening to Spike
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The meeting finished with a raffle. All proceeds from the meeting including Spikes
fee went to the Nick Alexander Memorial Trust, a charity set up by Barry
Alexander's family in memory of his son Nick, who was killed on 13th November
2015 during a terrorist attack at the Bataclan Concert Venue in Paris.

Spike Townsend
answering a question
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EVENTS
Pat came up with some very intriguing and taxing questions as usual in his
Chairman’s Quiz night in January, and all those who attended had an enjoyable
evening.
For our February meeting Spike Townsend (ex Metropolitan Police Anti Terrorism
Squad) gave a very interesting presentation on ‘Security and How it is Handled’.
We had a good turnout for this evening of 27 members, associates and guests.
Spike very kindly donated his fee to The Nick Alexander Memorial Trust and also
asked for a collection bucket to be placed at the meeting. I am very pleased to
announce that the total raised was £142.58. On behalf of the Trustees of The Nick
Alexander Memorial Trust I would like to say a big thank you to everyone who
donated.
March 19th 2019 We see the welcome return of Tony Carter This time his talk will
be on the Accident Investigation Process. Tony does not charge the group for his
presentation, and comes all the way from Reading in Berkshire, so I hope we get
another great turnout for this talk. Tony’s CV is very impressive and some is shown
below:
Police advanced class 1 motorcyclist
Police advanced class 1 car driver
Police qualified driving and riding instructor
Police qualified vehicle examiner
Accident investigator
Police motorway patrol qualified
Speed enforcement qualified
Police special escort group
Senior advanced motorcycle examiner for RoSPA (1980 – Present)
Senior Advanced driving examiner for RoSPA (1980 – Present)
RoSPA motorcycle diploma qualified instructor (1995 – 2004)
National committee member of the RoSPA advanced drivers association (1995 –
2004)
Btec level three motorcycle instructor/assessor (1999 – present)
Department of Transport qualified CBT motorcycle instructor
Department of Transport Direct Access qualified motorcycle instructor.
Founder member of the Motorcycle Rider Training Association (MRTA)
National committee member of MRTA (1995 – 1999)
Driving Standards Agency (DSA) subject matter expert – (2006 – present)
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Member of the Law Society panel of expert witnesses for motorcycles (2001 - 2008)
In 1995, he was responsible for setting up and establishing the RoSPA national
diploma for advanced motorcycle instructors, which until recently was the only
recognised course of its kind in the UK. He was one of only 4 people in the UK
approved to instruct and examine course candidates.
In July 2009 he was invited to join the national committee of Road Safe (Driving for
Better Business), a Government initiative to improve driving standards in the work
place. The committee consists of various parliamentary advisors, ACPO, Insurance
companies, local government, RoSPA and other road safety groups.
April 16th 2019 I am delighted to be able to confirm that for this meeting, I have
arranged for the world famous and legendary rally driver Paddy Hopkirk (IAM
Ambassador) and David Gallagher (IAM Young Ambassador) to speak to us.
Paddy has some amazing and funny stories to tell, and David will give us an insight
into how to be more effective when working with younger drivers. This will be an
evening not to be missed! Paddy will only talk to audiences of 50 or more, so we
will be holding this meeting at a different venue. We have not finalised this yet as
we are trying to find somewhere easy to get to with lots of parking, and close to
where Paddy and David will be staying. I should have this all sorted out in the next
couple of weeks, and will let everyone know in my next email to the group in March.
As with all our meetings this evening will be open to your guests as well. Due to the
fact that there will be a sizeable cost associated with this event for the group, the
committee have agreed to make a small charge to those attending to help cover our
costs. Once I have all the details finalised I will let the group know, and will request
that all those who will be attending to put their name down. I will need to know this
because I will also be contacting Chelmsford and Ipswich IAM Groups to invite them
and their guests along.
May 21st 2019 The speaker Andy Bennett giving a presentation entitled - ’90 years
of Social History Through the Eyes of Mildred, my Austin Seven’ More details
nearer the time.
June 18th 2019 Will be a group training night, details still to be finalised.
July 16th 2019 Is our AGM followed by a talk from Ashley Hall IAM RoadSmart
Ambassador.
As some of you would like more motoring based evenings, I also intend to dedicate
some of the group nights to group training. The exact subjects for the evenings will
be decided by the committee, but if anyone has any suggestions on what they
would like the subject for these evenings to be, please talk to me at any group
meeting, or email me with your ideas, and I will see what can be arranged. I also
welcome any suggestions from members and associates for future speakers and
events.
Apart from being able to find out what is happening on group / training nights from
the newsletter and our website www.colchester-iam.org I will be sending out an
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email the week before that month’s meeting as a gentle reminder to everyone I have
an email address for.
I look forward to seeing you at the next group night.

Barry - Events Co-ordinator
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FALL IN NEW CAR MARKET FOR 2018
The UK new car market declined by -6.8% in 2018, with annual registrations falling
for a second year to 2,367,147 units, according to figures released by the Society of
Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). A -5.5% decline in December capped a
turbulent year of model changes, regulatory upheaval and continued anti-diesel
policies, adding to the ongoing decline in consumer and business confidence.1
Private, fleet and business registrations all fell in 2018, with the biggest losses felt in
the fleet sector (down -7.3%), while private motorists and smaller business
operators registered -6.4% and -5.6% fewer new cars respectively.
Demand also fell across all vehicle segments bar the dual purpose category, which
grew by +9.1% to take a fifth of the market (21.2%). Despite registrations of
superminis and lower medium cars falling by -2.5% and -9.4% respectively, these
smaller vehicles remain the most popular – with a combined 58.7% market share.
The biggest volume decline was seen in the diesel sector, down -29.6% in 2018,
with the volume loss equivalent to some 180% of the overall market’s decline. Antidiesel rhetoric and negative fiscal measures took their toll, with December marking
the 21st consecutive month of decline for the fuel type – despite new emissions
tests showing diesels deliver in the real world. Growth in registrations of petrol
(+8.7%) and alternatively fuelled vehicles (+20.9%) replaced some of the loss but
not enough to offset the full shortfall as many diesel owners adopt a ‘wait and see’
approach, keeping hold of their older, more polluting vehicles for longer.
In the AFV sector, petrol electric hybrids remained the most popular choice, up
+21.3% to 81,156 units. Plug-in hybrids (PHEVs) also recorded a strong uplift
(+24.9%) over the year, though the figures suggest growth is slowing following the
removal of the Government’s plug-in car grant for these vehicles in October.
Demand for PHEVs grew almost 30% in the first 10 months, but year on year
increases fell to 3.1% and 8.7% in November and December respectively. Pure
electric cars, meanwhile, grew 13.8% in the year but, with just 15,474 registered,
they still make up only 0.7% of the market. Given the reduction in government
incentives, the pace of growth of plug-in cars is now falling significantly behind the
EU average.
The figures come as SMMT publishes data showing the UK new car fleet average
CO2 rose for a second successive year, by 2.9% to 124.5g/km. This is despite huge
investment by manufacturers to deliver ever more efficient cars, with the average
new or updated model emitting -8.3% less CO2 than that it replaced. While part of
this fleet average CO2 increase was due to segment shift and the introduction of the
new, more onerous WLTP test which produces higher figures, the move away from
diesels is having a significant impact. CO2 records began in 1997 when the new car
fleet average was 189.8g/km.
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Total

Diesel

Petrol

AFV

Private

Fleet

Business

2018

2,367,147

750,165

1,475,712 141,270

1,052,202

1,222,849 92,096

2017

2,540,617 1,065,942

1,357,782 116,893

1,123,860

1,319,193 97,564

%change

-6.8%

-29.6%

8.7%

20.9%

-6.4%

-7.3%

-5.6%

mkt share '18

31.7%

62.3%

6.0%

44.5%

51.7%

3.9%

mkt share '17

42.0%

53.4%

4.6%

44.2%

51.9%

3.8%

The most popular cars of 2018
MODEL

TOTAL CARS

1

Ford Fiesta

95,892

2

Volkswagen Golf

64,829

3

Vauxhall Corsa

52,915

4

Nissan Qashqai

50,546

5

Ford Focus

50,492

6

Volkswagen Polo

45,149

7

Mini

44,904

8

Mercedes-Benz A-class

43,527

9

Ford Kuga

40,398

10

Kia Sportage

35,567

The trend of new car sales over the past years
2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

1,941,253 2,044,609 2,264,737 2,476,435 2,633,503 2,692,786 2,540617 2,367147

Grey has now become the most popular colour choice for the first time since the
Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) began recording the colour of
all new passenger cars sold in the UK in 1996, with almost one in five (i.e. half a
million) grey vehicles delivered to customers.
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The 495,127 new grey cars sold gave the colour a 21 per cent share of the UK car
market, compared to 20 per cent for black and 18 per cent for white; these three
colours combined taking 59 per cent of the UK market last year. After the top three
came blue (16 per cent) and red (10 per cent). Black fell by 7.3 per cent, with the
only new car colours to show an increase in 2018 being orange (up 37 per cent to
seventh position, and statistically the best colour to choose to retain the highest
residual value), plus beige (+28 per cent).
Cream suffered the greatest percentage drop, with only 559 British new car buyers
opting for the colour (-34 per cent) with demand for yellow cars also falling by a
third. More than 132,000 fewer car buyers selected white last year from the colour’s
peak in 2015, although white remained the first choice colour in Scotland, with the
rest of the UK wisely opting for grey.
The Scots aren't alone in choosing white as their top new car colour, as most of the
world followed suit last year, according to American paint specialist Axalta.
Globally, white continued as the worldwide favourite, followed by black and grey
(the reverse of the UK). White was chosen in 38 per cent of cases worldwide, with a
large gap to black (18 per cent) and grey (12 per cent), with orange and bronze
showing some marginal growth.
White is most appreciated in China, where 58 per cent of the 23 million new cars
sold there in 2018 were finished in white, while Asia as a whole selected white for
48 per cent of new cars. In Europe, white accounted for ‘just’ 25% of all new car
sales, ahead of grey at 22 per cent. In what might be considered as ‘true’ colours,
blue took a seven per cent market share of the global new market last year, with red
chosen in five per cent of cases.
One interesting trend is that the colour choice of a new car differed according to
market segment, with white proving more popular for affordable lower sector
categories (city cars, hatchbacks, etc.), while more expensive and prestigious
vehicles were mostly chosen in grey and black.

10

IMPORTANT CHANGES IN APPLYING FOR INTERNATIONAL DRIVING
PERMITS
The RAC is warning travellers wanting to drive in many countries outside of Europe
that as of 1 February 2019 they will only be able to purchase International Driving
Permits (IDPs) that enable them to do so from the Post Office.
This means motoring organisations such as the RAC will no longer issue IDPs – the
official document that effectively validates UK driving licences internationally – as
they have done for many years.
While an IDP is not a replacement for a UK driving licence, which still must be
carried if hiring or driving a car abroad, UK drivers may require one to drive legally
in many countries and independent states worldwide.
However, there are three separate international conventions – 1926, 1949 and 1968
– that countries requiring IDPs may work to so it is important to ensure the right IDP
is obtained for each country drivers are planning on visiting.
Currently, the UK is only able to issue IDPs to the 1926 and 1949 conventions, but
as of 28 March it will formally ratify the more widely recognised 1968 Vienna
Convention. This means any UK driver with an existing International Driving Permit
may find from 28 March 2019 it is not valid in many non-EU countries that operate
to the 1968 IDP convention.
Carrying the wrong documentation may result in not being able to drive when
abroad. Anyone needing a 1968 IDP to use soon after 28 March will only have a
small ‘window’ of time to obtain the correct documentation as they can only be
bought over the counter from the Post Office from 1 February and only become
valid for travel on 28 March. A 1968 IDP has the added benefit of being valid for
three years from the issue date as opposed to the 1926 and 1949 ones which are
only valid for a year.
The decisions to ratify the 1968 Vienna Convention on Road Traffic and for the Post
Office to be the sole issuer of IDPs arose as part of the Government’s preparations
for the UK to leave the European Union on 29 March. While the requirement to
obtain an IDP for travel within European Union countries after the UK formally
leaves the bloc will depend on what the Government agrees with the EU, the
ratification of the 1968 convention will also bring changes to drivers heading to nonEU states.
Documentation for travel within EU states once the UK formally leaves is dependent
on negotiations between the UK Government and the EU. In the event of a ‘no-deal’
Brexit, the RAC has issued advice to drivers on which EU states would require
which version of IDP.
The Post Office will become the sole issuer of International Driving Permits which
can only be obtained over the counter in 2,500 branches. Motorists should check
which Post Offices will issue IDPs before going into a branch.
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It’s also important to remember that different IDPs are valid for different lengths of
time and that IDPs complement the UK driving licence when abroad rather than
replace it.
International driving permit types available for purchase from the Post Office plus
validity and countries from 28 March 2019 (For EU states, a requirement for an IDP
is dependent on the UK-EU Brexit negotiations) EU nations are highlighted in bold
text
1926 IDP – 3 countries Valid
Liechtenstein

for

1

year

from

purchase

Somalia,

Mexico,

1949 IDP – 73 countries/states
Valid for 1 year from purchase Afghanistan,
Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Australia, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bolivia,
Brunei, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Chile, Colombia, Comoros, Republic of
Congo, Costa Rica, Curacao, Cyprus, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,
Equatorial Guinea, Eswatini, Fiji, Ghana, Guatemala, Haiti, Holy See (Vatican City),
Hong Kong, Iceland, India, Ireland, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Lao People's
Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Macao, Madagascar, Malawi,
Malaysia, Mali, Malta, Mauritius, Namibia, Nepal, New Zealand, Nigeria, Papua New
Guinea, Paraguay, Republic of (South) Korea, Rwanda, Samoa, São Tomé and
Príncipe, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Spain, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Syrian Arab
Republic, Taiwan, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, United States of
America, Venezuela, Zambia
1968 IDP – 103 countries
Valid for 3 years from purchase Albania, Andorra,
Armenia, Aruba, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Belarus, Bhutan, Belgium,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cabo Verde, Cameroon,
Canada, Central African Republic, Côte d'Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Czech Republic,
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Denmark, El Salvador, Estonia,
Finland, France, French Polynesia, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Greece,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Honduras, Hungary, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Iraq, Israel, Italy, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia,
Liberia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Macedonia, Mauritania, Moldova, Monaco,
Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Netherlands, New
Caledonia, Nicaragua, Niger, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines,
Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Russian Federation, San Marino, Saudi Arabia,
Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Sweden, Sudan,
Switzerland, Tajikistan, Tanzania, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, United
Arab Emirates, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Vietnam, Yemen, Zimbabwe.
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SEATBELT AND MOBILE PHONE USE SURVEYS: GREAT BRITAIN, 2017
The government recently published the result of its 2017 surveys carried out as part
of an ongoing monitoring of compliance to regulation.
Mobile phone use
In 2017, 1.1% of drivers were observed using a hand-held mobile phone whilst
driving on weekdays in Great Britain, of which 0.4% were observed holding the
phone to their ear and 0.8% holding the phone in their hand.
This compares to 1.6% of all drivers observed using a mobile phone in the previous
survey in 2014 in England and Scotland combined. In England and Wales, 0.6% of
drivers were observed using a hand-held device whilst driving in 2017, compared to
2.0% in Scotland. For car drivers, 1.0% were observed using a hand-held mobile
phone whilst driving in Great Britain in 2017.
For car drivers (including taxi and private hire vehicle drivers), hand-held mobile
phone use whilst driving has reduced compared to the last survey (chart 2). In 2014,
1.5% of car drivers were observed using a hand-held mobile phone whilst driving in
England compared to 0.6% of car drivers in England and Wales in 2017.
In 2017, the highest proportion of drivers using a hand-held mobile phone whilst
driving was amongst taxi/private hire vehicle drivers (3.3%). The higher rate for this
category is mostly driven by a higher rate in Scotland, which is based on a relatively
small sample.
In Great Britain, a higher proportion of drivers were observed using a mobile phone
on urban roads compared to rural roads. For all drivers and car drivers in Great
Britain, the proportion of hand-held phone use whilst driving were similar on major
and minor roads.
In 2017, a higher proportion of male drivers (1.2%) were observed using a handheld mobile phone whilst driving than female drivers (1.1%). For car drivers, a
higher proportion of females (1.1%) were observed using a hand-held mobile phone
whilst driving in Great Britain compared to males (0.9%). This is driven by a lower
rate for male drivers in Scotland. Amongst all drivers and car drivers, the highest
proportion of drivers observed using a mobile phone at stationary sites in Great
Britain were aged 17-29.
Seatbelt use
In 2017, 96.5% of all drivers were observed using a seatbelt in Great Britain
compared to 95.3% in 2014 for England and Scotland combined. This rate was
lower in England and Wales (96.0%) than Scotland (97.3%) in 2017. For front seat
passengers, 93.1% were observed wearing a seatbelt in Great Britain in 2017
compared to 90.4% in England and Wales and 98.7% in Scotland. There were
90.7% of rear seat passengers observed wearing a seatbelt in Great Britain in 2017.
This compares to 88.3% in England and Wales and 95.1% in Scotland in 2017. For
car occupants in Great Britain in 2017, the rates were 98.6% for drivers, 96.6% for
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front seat passengers and 92.7% for rear seat passengers. Since 1999, overall
seatbelt use for car occupants has broadly risen. The biggest increase has been
observed for adult rear seat passengers, from 54.0% in England in 1999 to 78.9% in
England and Wales in 2017. Over the same time period, child rear seat passenger
rates have always been higher, from 89.7% in England in 1999 to 97.0% in England
and Wales in 2017.
The highest rate of seatbelt use amongst drivers was observed in cars in Great
Britain in 2017, and the lowest proportion was observed in taxis. A slightly higher
proportion of drivers were observed using seatbelts on rural roads in Great Britain
than urban roads. For drivers and passengers in Great Britain, seatbelt use was
higher on weekends compared to weekdays.
For all drivers in Great Britain, males had a lower rate of seatbelt use compared to
females in 2017. Across all drivers, the rate of seatbelt use is similar for those aged
30-59 (96.1%) and aged 17-29 (96.2%) but is higher amongst those aged 60 and
over (98.6%)
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RISE IN NUMBER OF POTHOLES AS BRITAIN'S ROADS GET WORSE
There has been a “shocking” rise in the number of potholes on British roads with
half a million reported to local authorities over 2017, research by the RAC has
revealed, an increase of 44 per cent in two years.
A freedom of information request put in by the motoring organisation to the 212
councils in England, Scotland and Wales found 512,270 potholes were reported last
year to 161 authorities. This compared with 356,432 reported to 152 councils in
2015.
East Sussex was the worst affected area according to the RAC data. Between 2015
and 2017 the number of potholes reported to the council rose by 173 per cent.
Staffordshire was the second worst affected county with an increase from 2015 of
159 per cent. North Yorkshire, Essex and the Isle of Wight were among the areas
which saw fewer potholes reported. In London there was an increase in potholes
reported from 2015 to 2017 of 21 per cent.
“It is shocking to see the number of reported potholes in Britain has risen by nearly
50 per cent in two years,” said RAC head of roads policy Nicholas Lyes. “Our own
analysis of breakdown data shows the damage suffered by motorists is a constant
source of frustration and expense, but the scale of the problem is obviously far
greater than the numbers show.”
The RAC said when they extrapolated the numbers to take account of the likely
reports from the authorities who were unable to provide the RAC with data, the
overall number of potholes reported in 2017 was likely to be around 674,229,
suggesting a slightly more modest total increase of 33 per cent.
“Perhaps motorists are more inclined to report pothole defects than they were a few
years ago, but we believe the sheer size of the increase is further proof the
condition of our roads is worsening. With over half a million potholes reported in
2017 and a more accurate figure for all authorities, including those that didn’t
provide data, likely to be in excess of 674,000, this is sadly just the tip of the iceberg
as thousands will go unreported every year.”
He added: “We urge everyone to report potholes so that motorists, motorcyclists,
cyclists and other road users don’t suffer the consequences of poorly maintained
road surfaces, whether that’s damage to their vehicles, motorbikes or bicycles, or
worse still a collision.”
The RAC said it dealt with 14,220 damaged shock absorbers, broken suspension
springs and distorted wheel breakdowns in the year to end of October 2018,
representing 1.5 per cent of all call-outs. This was the second highest percentage
ever recorded since the organisation started analysing this data in 2006.
In October, Chancellor Philip Hammond announced £30bn of funding for new roads
and road repairs, hailing it “the biggest-ever cash injection for England’s largest
roads”. He also promised an extra £420m to fix potholes and repair damaged roads.
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QUARTER OF UK MOTORISTS DON'T KNOW CORRECT ORDER OF TRAFFIC
LIGHTS, FINDS STUDY
Millions of motorists are clueless about the sequence of traffic lights, a study has
found. Researchers found more than one in 10 believe a single amber light is
followed by a green signal, while 13 per cent mistakenly think it goes to a red and
amber together. Fewer than three quarters of respondents correctly said it leads to
a red light.
More than half of drivers have no idea that cursing a fellow motorist could result in a
fine of 75 per cent of your weekly income, while 48 per cent don’t know it’s illegal to
pay at a drive-thru with a smart phone if your engine is on and your handbrake off.
The stats emerged in a quiz created by Jardine Motors Group as part of its ongoing
campaign to help raise awareness of road safety. Only two per cent of the 1,558
drivers who took part got all 12 questions correct.
Spokesman Matt Wrigley said: “Everyone works hard to swot up before their driving
test, but how many of us actively keep up to date with the rules of the road?
For example, over a quarter of respondents could not identify the correct penalty for
using a handheld mobile phone.”
It also emerged just half of drivers know you are allowed to use your mobile phone
while driving to call 999, while one in five didn’t realise it’s illegal to flash your
headlights at others to warn them of a speed camera.
Around one in seven were also unaware that it is an offence to use a handheld
phone while supervising a learner driver.
And in the event of a breakdown on the motorway with an animal in the vehicle, just
45 per cent thought leaving them in the car was the best course of action.Instead,
48 per cent would get the animal out and keep them by their side, while more than
one in twenty would stay in the vehicle with them.
Worryingly, one in 100 drivers even admitted that rather than pulling into a service
station to have a rest when you are feeling tired, they think you should simply put
your foot down to your destination in less time.
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ASSOCIATE INFORMATION
The observed drive is not the only aspect of training, the training meetings are
equally important and much essential information is obtained from them. Associates
are reminded that attendance at these is recommended and demonstrates their
commitment to the idea of advanced driving and the Colchester group.
While you are waiting to start the practical side, please read your copy of PASS
YOUR ADVANCED DRIVING TEST. This will mean that when you do start you'll
have a good idea of what's involved. If you want to ask any questions please feel
free to give me a call, otherwise I am usually at the group meetings and will be
happy to talk to you there.
Would all associates taking the test please let their observer know what the
test date is and let me know the result. You may think HQ Test Examiners keep
us informed, but it is not part of their brief so we will not know otherwise. Many
thanks.
Our list of Observers
Pat Corps

Louisa Davenall

Sarah Woodcock

Ian Scott-Thompson

Brian Davies

James Bullock

Mick Chubb *

CONGRATULATIONS
Philip Baker on passing his test his Observer was Ian

Brian Davies
Associate co-ordinator
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Contact Details of Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists committee
President:
Ralph Young

COMMITTEE

Chairman
Pat Corps

Assistant Group Secretary
Mike Burt

Honorary Secretary and
Vice Chair
Ian Scott-thompson

Group secretary
Sarah Korimbocus

Honorary Treasurer
Martin Watts

Associate/Observer
Coordinator
Brian Davies
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Newsletter Compiler
John Holmes

Events co-ordinator
Barry Alexander

Minutes secretary
Louisa Davenall

Catering
Ann Hardwell

Shop & Raffle
Ronald O’Hare

Webmaster
James Bullock

Assistant Group Secretary
Chris Campbell
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Events
All evenings are for all members and associates, these will be held at:
Marks Tey Parish Hall
Old London Road.
All meetings will be held in the small room
Marks Tey,
Colchester
CO6 1EN
It is a requirement for associates to attend training sessions to enable them to be
familiar with advanced driving techniques and skills, prior to, and alongside their
observed drives. It is also important that those of you who have already passed your
advanced test attend, to further your skills as an advanced driver.
2019
March 19th
April 16th
May 21st

Details are also available on our website
www.colchester-iam.org
Group night Tony Carter – Accident Investigation Process
Group night Paddy Hopkirk & David Gallagher (IAM Young
Ambassador)
Venue to be arranged and will be notified by e-mail later
Andy Bennett – "90 Years of Social History Through the
Eyes of an Austin Seven"

June 18th

Group night - Training

July 16th

Group night - Ashley Hall IAM RoadSmart Ambassador and
AGM

August 20th

Group night - Training

September 17th Group night - details to be arranged
October 15th

Group night - details to be arranged

All meetings start with tea and coffee
Training nights start at 7:30 and may include a raffle;
Other night’s doors open at 7:30 for an 8:00 start and include the buying of raffle
tickets. AGM evening (July) will start at 7:30
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