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Editors Notes: 

Welcome to the Summer edition of 2019. 

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Alexandra Pokorna, Shirley Dockerill and Roger Alderman 

 

USEFUL WEBSITES 

http://seniorsdriving.caa.ca/ - A Canadian site providing tips and a practical 
assessment for older drivers. 

https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history-vehicle - As it says a government website to 
check mot history and thus mileage etc. 

WHY IS IT CALLED 6.6? 

Did you know at 30 miles per hour you are travelling at 6.6m every half a second?  
This means if it takes you half a second to react, you have travelled another 6.6m – 
that is why planning is better than reacting.  6.6 magazine’s title reminds readers of 
this fact.   

 

The Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists is a Registered Charity - No. 1049474 and is affiliated to the Institute of 
Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998: Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists advises members that their personal 
details; name, address and telephone number, are held on computer.  Members are assured that these details will be 

used only for Group administration purposes and will not be passed on to any third party. 

The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual writers and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists or the Institute of Advanced Motorists Ltd. 

 

 

John Holmes  

Editor  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://seniorsdriving.caa.ca/
https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history-vehicle
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MEETING REPORTS 

March 

Unfortunately the planned speaker was not available and so a very interesting DVD 
was shown which held peoples interest throughout. It is likely that further editions 
will be shown at later meetings  

 

The volume was loud enough for some 
of the harder of hearing among then to 
hear and the speaker was clear and 
concise. The seating was across the hall 
rather than from front to back and that 
seemed to work very well. The session 
finished with a raffle. 

April 

A special evening required a different venue, the community stadium, as we 
anticipated a large number of attendees including from Chelmsford & Ipswich 
groups as well as friends for the presentation by Paddy Hopkirk and David 
Gallagher. Paddy the world famous rally driver is now an IAM ambassador, David is 
the IAM's young persons ambassador. 

The evening started with a session about the role of ambassador, David mentioning 
that to make the IAM attractive for young people it should reflect their interests not 
just safety. Paddy described his role but also gave many anecdotes. 
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David Gallagher young persons ambassador 

 

Paddy Hopkirk 
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We then broke for Tea and coffee which gave people an opportunity to socialise. 

 The second part of the evening was the Paddy Hopkirk story with his experience of 
rallying the people he had met some of his recent involvements. 

 

 

Barry introducing the Paddy Hopkirk Story 

The very enjoyable evening finished with a raffle. Thanks must got Barry for all his 
efforts in organising the meeting. 

 

May 

Our planned speaker had to re-schedule but we were fortunate to have Colin 
Hopper step in at the last moment and gave us a talk on the history of magic. The 
oldest known magic trick from the time of the pharaoh Kufu was explained which 
was taking a duck removing its head and then putting it back and showing it was still 
alive. The trick relies on the effect on a duck of covering its head; it goes to sleep 
with its head in its feathers so the head is not visible. When the head is uncovered it 
wakes up and the head re-appears. A separate ducks head is required to complete 
the trick. He then went on to describe the founder of the modern approach to magic, 
Jean-Eugène Robert, a mechanical engineer who turned to magic late in life. He 
added his wife's surname , Houdin, to his own which is where the famous Houdini 
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obtained his name. Colin also performed a few tricks for our entertainment including 
cutting a rope and restoring it, moving two apparently joined cords  and a card trick. 

The evening finished with a raffle 

 

Colin performing a trick with moving cords 
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EVENTS 

Firstly I would like to say thank you to all the Colchester group members and their 
guests who have been attending our group meetings.  Also I would like to give 
special thanks to all the Committee members for making my job easier.  

I am sorry there have been a couple of last minute changes to the speakers at some 
of our meetings this year.  For up to date information, please visit our website 
www.colchester-iam.org where the current status of the next meeting will be 
available.  You can also email me for details. 

Tony Carter had to cancel for the March meeting as he lost his job, and he has said 
that as soon as he gets another position he will contact me.  My thanks to Martin 
Watts for stepping in at the last minute with the excellent driving instruction DVD, 
‘Ultimate Driving Craft’ by Chris Gilbert.   

We also had Andy Bennett cancel for the May meeting, due to him having to attend 
a Council meeting.  I am please to say he has re-scheduled his talk  ’90 years of 
Social History Through the Eyes of Mildred, my Austin Seven’  for October.  Andy’s 
presentation was replaced at the last minute by the return of Colin Hopper, this time 
talking about the ‘History of Magic’, with a few well performed tricks added to his 
presentation. 

Some of the arrangements for the April meeting with Paddy Hopkirk and David 
Gallagher were a bit last minute, with late confirmation of their availability by IAM 
Headquarters.  This was due to contract renewal reasons.  However, everything 
worked out in the end, and the evening was enjoyed by all those who attended.  
Paddy and David were very impressed with everything (But not the microphone 
wire!!).  Despite celebrating his 86th birthday two days before our meeting, Paddy 
works very hard, not only for the IAM, he is also president of the British Racing 
Drivers Club, and still plays an active part in the family business.  Before his 
presentation to us, he was working in Leicester, and his son had to drive him to 
Peterborough to meet up with David.  Paddy told some very amusing stories with a 
few extra photographic items put in by David, which Paddy did not know about.  
David spoke about his work for the IAM with young drivers.  His talk was very 
interesting, and he is very professional with his presentation.  David requested a 
ticket for his friend and official photographer for West Bromwich Albion, Laurie 
Rampling who lives about 40 minutes from Colchester.  While talking to Laurie 
during the interval on the night, I found that he has had a very interesting 
photographic career, including a number of years as a Police forensic photographer.  
During our conversation he agreed to come and do a presentation sometime in the 
future for us. 

June 18th 2019  The Committee have agreed to bring some more motoring / training 
evenings into the years events calendar, and the first of these will be for the June 
meeting.  James and I will be talking on what drivers need to know and do when 
driving abroad.  

http://www.colchester-iam.org/
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 If anyone has any suggestions for subjects for these training evenings, please talk 
to me at any group meeting, or email me with your ideas, and I will see what can be 
arranged.  I also welcome any suggestions from members and associates for future 
speakers and events. 

July 16th 2019  Is our AGM followed by a talk from Ashley Hall IAM RoadSmart 
Ambassador. 

Apart from being able to find out what is happening on group / training nights from 
the newsletter and our website www.colchester-iam.org, I will send out an email the 
week before that month’s meeting as a gentle reminder to everyone I have an email 
address for.  

I look forward to seeing you at the next group night. 

 

  

Barry - Events Co-ordinator 

 

http://www.colchester-iam.org/
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AGM NOTICE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by order of the Group Committee that the Annual General Meeting of 

COLCHESTER GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 16th July 2019 

at Marks Tey Parish Hall to enable the Trustees of the Group (Registered Charity No.1049474) to present 

their Annual Report and accounts for the year ended 31.3.2019 for approval by the Group members and 

to conduct an election. 

Secretary's 

name 

Ian Scott-Thompson Date 01.06.2019 

Address 
The Rectory,   Church Lane 

Marks Tey   CO6 1LW 
Group No 2137 

All members, Associates and Friends are invited to attend, but only Fully Paid Up Members of the IAM and 

of the Group may vote. 

A Member entitled to vote at the General Meeting may appoint a proxy to vote in his/her stead A proxy 

need not be a Full Member of the Group. 

CURRENT OFFICERS 

All Officers retire annually and may offer themselves for re-election  

Chair Pat Corps Will Not stand 

Secretary and vice chair Ian Scott-Thompson Will stand 

Treasurer Martin Watts Will stand 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

One third of the Committee (excluding Officers) must retire annually and may offer 

themselves for re-election  

A. RETIRING BY ROTATION AND STANDING FOR RE-ELECTION 

Brian Davies Associate/Observer Co-ord  

John Holmes Newsletter Compiler  

Ron O'Hare Raffle and Shop  

Ann Hardwell Catering  

B. RETIRING BY ROTATION AND NOT STANDING FOR RE-ELECTION 

   

C.COMMITTEE MEMBERS NOT RETIRING AND NUMBER OF YEARS REMAINING 

Sarah Korimbocus Group Secretary 1 year remaining 

James Bullock Webmaster 1 year remaining 

Louisa Davenall Minutes Secretary 2 years remaining 

Barry Alexander Events co-ordinator 2 years remaining 

Chris Campbell Assistant Group Secretary 2 years remaining 
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COMMITTEE NOMINATION FORM 

As notified separately, the AGM is being held on 16
th 

July 2019 

Nominations are invited from Full Members to stand for committee. The Nominee must be willing to stand 

for the committee and sign the Nomination Form. By signing the Nomination Form the Nominee is 

affirming his/her ability and intention, if elected, to attend committee meetings regularly. 

Please note – You may not stand for the Committee if the law debars you from being a Charity Trustee. 

Only Fully Paid Up Members of the IAM and of the Colchester Group may nominate Committee Members 

or be nominated as Committee Members. 

This Nomination Paper must be returned to the Secretary at least seven days before the election – i.e. by 9
th

 

July 2019 

All Officers, and one third of all other Committee Members, must retire annually by rotation and may offer 

themselves for re-election by Group Full Members 

Those elected become Charity Trustees of the Group. 

NOTE 

The total number of Committee Members including the Officers must not exceed twenty. Please see 

NOMINATION PAPER for further detail. 

OFFICERS 

POSITION  NAME NOMINATED BY SECONDED BY SIGNATURE OF 

NOMINEE 

Chair     

Vice Chair     

Secretary     

Treasurer     

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

NAME NOMINATED BY SECONDED BY SIGNATURE OF 

NOMINEE 
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COLCHESTER ADVANCED MOTORISTS 

(Registered Charity No. 1049474) 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

16th July 2019 

AGENDA 
 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

2. MINUTES of the 2018 AGM  

3. Resolution  That the Minutes of the 2018 AGM be approved as a true 

record 

4. MATTERS ARISING from the 2018 AGM 

5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

6. SECRETARY’S REPORT 

7. TREASURER’S REPORT 

8. Resolution That the Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended 

31.3.2019 be approved 

9. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

10. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE 

11. ADDRESS BY NEW CHAIR 

12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Resolutions:- 

1. That the Committee be authorised to change the subscription for 2019 if it is deemed 

necessary. 

NOTE:- 

i. Questions from members will be invited following each report 

ii. Voting by Full Members only 
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COLCHESTER GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR 1 APRIL TO 31 MARCH 2019 

 
Year 

 
Year 

 
to 31 March 2019 

 
to 31 March 2018 

 
£ £ 

 
£ £ 

Income 
     Subscriptions 
 

600  
  

805  
IAM Associate 
Receipts   434  

  
671  

  
  

  
  

  
1,034  

  
1,476  

Expenditure 
     Hall Rental 473  

  
250  

 AGM - 
Refreshments 63  

  
103  

 Insurance 139  
  

125  
 Printing 469  

  
397  

 Stationery and 
postage 406  

  
121  

 Web site 129  
  

52  
 Speakers 150  

  
- 

 Bank charges - 
  

- 
 Sundry 0  

  
66  

 
 

  
  

  
 

  
1,828  

  
1,114  

  
  

  
  

Operating 
income/loss 

 
-794  

  
362  

      Interest income 
 

0  
  

46  

      Net income/loss for 
the year 

 
-794  

  
408  
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COLCHESTER GROUP OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS   

   

BALANCE SHEET AT 31 MARCH 2019   

 

At 
31Mar19 

 

at 
31Mar18 

 
£ 

 
£ 

Advanced payments 
   Marks Tey - Hall Rental 0 

 
0 

    Bank accounts 
   Metro Bank 4,064  

 
4,810  

    

    

 
4,064  

 
4,810  

Less:- 
   Deferred income 
   Subscriptions received in 

advance -108  
 

-60  

    
 

  

 
-108  

 
-60  

    Net assets 3,956  
 

4,750  

    Represented by 
   

    Income Fund 
   Balance 1 April 2018 4,750  

 
4,342  

Net Income for the year -794  
 

408  

    Balance 31 March 2019 3,956  
 

4,750  
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Minutes of AGM for the Colchester Group of IAM RoadSmart 

The 34th Annual General Meeting was held on Tuesday 17th July 2018 

Commenced @ 19.55hrs 

Present: 

22 Members/Associates in attendance, including guest speaker 

Current Committee members attending: 

Pat Corps 

Sarah Korimbocus 

Brian Davies 

John Holmes 

Barry Alexander 

James Bullock 

Louisa Davenall 

Minutes 

The previous AGM minutes were agreed with no matters arising 

Chairman’s report: 

Pat made reference to the Group’s training sessions and advised that there will be a focus on driving training 

talks through the winter months. 

Pat acknowledged the resignation of Rob Jezierski as Hon. Secretary and thanked him for his involvement in 

this post. 

Pat welcomed Sarah Korimbocus into the role of membership secretary, for which she has now been in post 

for a few months and is doing a proactive, good job. 

Group admin.....Pat referred to General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), that has been in force since May 

2018, and for which organisations need to adopt as enforceable good practice. Sarah has circulated paperwork 

to all Group members that is to be returned to her ASAP. 

Pat referred to the group’s recent difficulties in the compliance with HQ requirements but emphasised how, 

as a committee, we are in the process of turning the problems around. The first step was to train up some 

Observers to National level, for which we now have five. The requirement for local observers to train 

prospective Observers will be undertaken by Louisa and Pat in the very near future. 

In achieving improvement, Pat thanked the Committee and Observers for their commitment to the cause. 

Pat concluded his report for the year by briefly mapping his 15yr journey as Chair of the group, a post that 

should not be held for more than three years! He recognises it is time for change and that he will be stepping 

down next year. 

Treasurer’s report: 

Robert Murray absent from the AGM, however his report was printed in the summer edition of the group’s 

publication, six point six. Pat ran through the accounts with thoroughness. 

Pat emphasised that charities cannot give financial reward to other charities so where we have charity guest 

speakers, alternative gratuities are offered. 

The group were informed that our future banking business will be consolidated into Metrobank, when the 

signatories to the account can be available for presentation to the bank. 

Hon. Secretary report: (recently vacant) 
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None 

Pat identified this position as one that relays relevant information from HQ to the Committee at our regular 

meetings. 

Re-election of Officers and Members 

The re-election of Officers en masse, was proposed by Mark Large, and Chris Campbell seconded. 

The re-election by retirement of the posts of events and minute secretary, proposed by Paul Peak, seconded 

by Allen Toms 

Ian Scott-Thompson, standing for the post of Hon. Secretary, proposed by John Holmes, seconded by Barry 

Alexander 

Mike Burt standing for Vice Chair, proposed by Louisa Davenall, seconded by Sarah Korimbocus 

Chris Campbell, standing for general committee post, proposed by Sarah Korimbocus, seconded by Barry 

Alexander 

A.O.B 

None 

AGM closed @ 20.15hrs 

 

Meeting followed by our guest speaker Colin Hopper ... World of Optical Illusion 

 

Signed (Chair).......................................................................................... 

 

Dated.................................................................... 
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Drivers face automatic £100 fines and three points for driving in closed 
motorways lanes 

The new powers will come into force from ‘late summer’, Highways England says 

Drivers who ignore lane closures on smart motorways in England will face automatic 
£100 fines and three points on their licence under new laws. 

Hundreds of miles of UK roads have been converted to smart motorways, meaning 
that the hard shoulder can be used as an additional lane. 

Signs displaying a red X are used to shut down a lane when required, such as when 
there is an accident. 

Highways England, which operates England’s motorways and major A-roads, said 
thousands of motorists ignore lane closures putting other road users at “real risk”. 

The agency has sent out 180,000 warning letters about the issue since December 
2016. 

Motorists can already be penalised for driving in a closed lane but only if they are 
caught by a police officer at the time of the offence. 

Under new powers, police will be able to fine drivers caught on camera in closed 
lanes. 

They will come into force from “late summer”, Highways England said. 

AA president Edmund King said the use of cameras to catch offenders is a 
“welcome measure to improve safety”. 

He went on: “Our research shows that one in 20 drivers continue to drive in red X 
lanes even when they’ve seen it, and so far Highways England have written warning 
letters to over 180,000 drivers about their actions. 

“Red Xs are put up to warn of an obstruction, so drivers must get out of the lane 
when they see them. 

“We have had several incidents recently where AA members’ cars have been hit in 
a live lane on smart motorways.” 
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ASSOCIATE INFORMATION 

The observed drive is not the only aspect of training, the training meetings are 
equally important and much essential information is obtained from them. Associates 
are reminded that attendance at these is recommended and demonstrates their 
commitment to the idea of advanced driving and the Colchester group.   

While you are waiting to start the practical side, please read your copy of PASS 
YOUR ADVANCED DRIVING TEST. This will mean that when you do start you'll 
have a good idea of what's involved.  If you want to ask any questions please feel 
free to give me a call, otherwise I am usually at the group meetings and will be 
happy to talk to you there. 

Would all associates taking the test please let their observer know what the 
test date is and let me know the result. You may think HQ Test Examiners keep 
us informed, but it is not part of their brief so we will not know otherwise. Many 
thanks. 

Our list of Observers 

Pat Corps  Louisa Davenall 

Sarah Woodcock Ian Scott-Thompson 

Brian Davies James Bullock   

Mick Chubb *   

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

 

 

 

Brian Davies  

Associate co-ordinator 
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Contact Details of Colchester Group of Advanced Motorists committee  

President:   

Ralph Young 

 

 

 
COMMITTEE    

Chairman 

Pat Corps 
  

 

Honorary Secretary and 
Vice Chair 

Ian Scott-thompson 
  

 

Group secretary 

 Sarah  Korimbocus 

  

  

 

Honorary Treasurer 

Martin Watts 
  

 

Associate/Observer 
Coordinator 

Brian Davies 

  

 

Newsletter Compiler 

John Holmes 
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Events co-ordinator 

Barry Alexander 
  

 

Minutes secretary  

Louisa Davenall 
  

 

Catering 

Ann Hardwell 

 

  

 

Shop & Raffle  

Ronald O’Hare 
  

 

Webmaster 

James Bullock 
  

 

Assistant Group Secretary 

Chris Campbell 
  

 

 



                                

20 

Events 

All evenings are for all members and associates, these will be held at:  

Marks Tey Parish Hall  

Old London Road.                                       All meetings will be held in the small room 

Marks Tey,  

Colchester 

CO6 1EN 

 

It is a requirement for associates to attend training sessions to enable them to be 
familiar with advanced driving techniques and skills, prior to, and alongside their 
observed drives. It is also important that those of you who have already passed your 
advanced test attend, to further your skills as an advanced driver. 

2019 
Details are also available on our website  

www.colchester-iam.org 

June 18th Group night - Training 

July 16th 
Group night  - Ashley Hall IAM RoadSmart Ambassador and 
AGM 

August 20th Group night - Training 

September 17th Group night - details to be arranged 

October 15th 
’90 years of Social History Through the Eyes of Mildred, my 
Austin Seven’ with Andy Bennett 

November 19th Group night - details to be arranged 

December 17th Group night - details to be arranged 

2020  

January 21st Chairman's Quiz 

February 18th Group night - details to be arranged 

All meetings start with tea and coffee 

Doors open at 7:30 for an 8:00 start and include the buying of raffle tickets. AGM 
evening (July) will start at 7:30 


